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Telegrams:  "VIVACIDAD."       Telephone:  CITY,  2083. 
ENTERED  AT  STATIONERS'  HALL. 


The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  consider  any  MSS. , 
photographs,  or  sketches  submitted  to  him,  but  they 
should  be  accompanied  by  stamped  addressed 
envelopes  for  return  if  unsuitable.  In  case  of  loss 
or  injury  he  cannot  hold  himself  responsible  for 
MSS.,  photographs,  or  sketches,  and  publication 
in  the  ILLUSTRATED  Poultry  Record  can 
alone  be  taken  as  evidence  of  acceptance.  The 
name  and  address  of  the  owner  shoidd  be  placed 
on  the  back  of  all  pictures  and  MSS.  All  rights 
of  reproduction  and  translatio7i  are  reserved. 

The  Editor  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  readers  on 
any  Poultry  Topics,  and  all  Queries  addressed  to 
(he  paper  will  be  answered  by  experts  in  the  several 
departments .  The  desire  is  to  help  those  who  are 
m  diffic7ilty  regarding  the  management  of  their 
poultry,  and  accordingly  no  charge  for  answering 
such  queries  is  made. 

The  Annual  Subscription  to  the  ILLUSTRATED 
Poultry  Record  at  home  and  abroad  is^s., 
including  postage,  except  to  Canada,  in  which  case 
it  is  Is.  Cheques  and  P.  0.0.^ s  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 

The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record  is 
published  on  the  first  of  every  month.  Should 
readers  experience  any  difficulty  in  securing  their 
copies  promptly  they  are  requested  to  communicate 
immediately  with  the  Editor.  The  latest  date  for 
receiving  advertisements  is  the  20th  of  the  month 
preceding  date  of  issue. 

The  utmost  care  is  exercised  to  exclude  all 
advertisements  of  a  doubtful  character.  If  any 
reader  has  substantial  grounds  for  complaint 
against  an  advertiser  he  is  requested  to  communicate 
at  once  with  the  Editor. 


A  World*s  Poultry  Congress, 

From  time  to  time  suggestions  have  fceen 
made  for  the  holding  of  a  congress  of  poultry- 
men  truly  international  in  its  scope^,  thus  bring- 
ing together  from  every  part  of  the  world  those 
who  are  interested  in  development  of  the 
poultry  industry,  for  the  focussing  of  their 
knowledge  and  experience,  and  for  considera- 
tion of  the  many  problems  which  await  solution. 
We  understand  that  some  steps  are  being  taken 
in  this  direction,  with  the  object  of  seeing 
whether  such  a  gathering  cannot  be  held  in  the 
course  iof  the  next  two  or  three  years.  If  these 
prove  successful  we  expect  to  have  at  an 
early  date  some  general  announcement.  We 
hope  that  the  project  may  go  forward.  It  in- 
volves many  considerations,  and  is  by  no  means 
easy  of  accomplishment.  The  importance  of 
the  poultry  industry,  and  its  rapid  grow'th, 
means  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  the  holding 
of  such  a  congress,  and  we  hope  it  may  be 
carried  out. 

Avian  Tuberculosis. 

It  is  announced  that  Dr.  George  B.  Morse, 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, has  made  what  may  prove  to  be  an 
important  discovery — namely,  that  the  bacilli 
found  in  cheesy  growths  of  pigeons  and  around 
the  eyes  of  roupy  fowls  is  not  identical  with  the 
tubercle  bacillus  as  hitherto  assumed.  The 
methods  of  testing  these  minute  creatures  is 
by  what  is  termed  staining,  and  it  is  in  this 
direction  that  Dr.  JMorse  has  been  led  to  sug- 
gest that  there  are  two  forms  of  bacteria. 
He  has  found  that  the  tubercle  bacillus  holds 
its  stain  not  only  in  the  presence  of  acids,, 
but  also  in  mixtures  of  acid  and  alcohol, 
whereas  the  avian  bacillus  resists  acids  but  not 
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acids  and  alcohol.  To  the  lay  mind  the 
difierence  may  appear  infinitessimal,  but  the 
scientist  knows  that  these  small  points  are  all- 
important,  and  generally  indicate  the  differ- 
ences between  one  disease  and  another.  It 
would  seem  from  what  has  reached  us  that  the 
bacilli  found  in  the  cheesy  eye  matter  of  a 
roupy  fowl,  in  the  yellow  cheesy  matter  dis- 
cerned in  the  mouth  of  a  three-day-old  chick, 
in  that  of  a  cankered  squab  pigeon,  and  in 
cracked  Indian  corn  are  identical,  which,  if 
proved  by  further  investigations,  may  lead  to 
great  results.  It  is  in  these  directions  that 
poultrymen  require  the  aid  of  scientists,  and 
the  misfortune  is  that  during  recent  years 
nearly  all  discoveries  of  this  class  have  been 
American  or  German.  We  await  the  result  of 
Dr.  Morse's  further  researches  with  the  deepest 
interest.  That  the  question  of  avian  tuber- 
culosis is  of  great  importance  is  proved  by 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Tuber- 
culosis . 

A  Run  on  Belgian  Breeds  of  Poultry, 

Those  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case  have  realised  the  economic 
value  of  Belgian  breeds  of  poultry,  some  of 
which  are  the  results  of  generations,  perhaps 
centuries,  of  careful  selection.  But  we  were 
scarcely  prepared  to  learn  that  France  would 
become  a  larger  importer  of  breeding 
stock  from  the  Flemish  and  French  Nether- 
lands. Such,  however,  would  appear  to  be  the 
case,  and  to  an  extent  that  is  alarming  some  of 
those  who  are  mainly  concerned  in  the  pro- 
gress of  poultry-keeping  in  Belgium.  It  would 
appear  that  buyers  from  France  are  purchasing 
large  numbers  of  fowls  for  distribution  in  dif- 
ferent sections  of  that  country.  At  one  time 
we  were  accustomed  to  regard  France  as  par 
excellence  the  home  of  poultry  culture,  and  that 
it  was  all  that  could  be  desired  in  this  direc- 
tion, an  example  to  be  followed.  For  some 
reason  not  fully  explained,  for  the  last  twenty 
years  she  has  made  no  progress  whatever, 
but,  content  to  run  on  the  old  lines,  has  been 
left  in  the  rear.  Perhaps  it  may  be  that  the 
absence  of  an  impelling  force,  such  as  a  grow- 
ing population,  accounts  for  this  lethargy,  as 
there  has  not  been  the  pressure  felt  in  other 
countries.  If  what  is  recorded  above  is  an 
indication  that  the  French  authorities  and 
people  are  awakening  to  the  possibilities  before 
them,  we  may  see  a  similar  change  itaking 
place  over  the  entire  country  to  that  which 
has  marked  recent  years  in  the  north-eastern  de- 
partments. It  would  probably  be  an  excel- 
lent thing  if  some  of  the  worn-out  breeds  are 


replaced  by  Belgian  races.  Everyone  will  re- 
joice to  see  our  friends  across  the  Channel 
make  a  determined  eft'ort  to  regain  the  place 
they  have  lost,  and  to  renew  the  excellent 
work  done  in  the  past. 

Open  Competition. 

Exchanges  from  Australia  record  a  difficulty 
which  has  arisen  between  the  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Victoria  Poultry  and  Kennel 
Club.  As  there  is  a  somewhat  important  ques- 
tion lof  principle  involved  it  may  be  referred 
to  on  that  ground.  The  Government  of  Aus- 
tralia offers  gold  medals  for  competitions  at 
the  shows  held  by  the  above  club,  which,  hov,'- 
ever,  had  made  regulations  so  that  for  its 
ordinary  prizes  no  one  could  compete  who  had 
entered  at  exhibitions  not  affiliated  with  it. 
For  instance,  a  man  who  had  previously  shown 
at  Northcote,  under  a  non-affiliated  society, 
had  endeavoured  to  enter  a  bird  for  the  club's 
class  competition,  and  also  for  one  of  the 
State  Gold  Medals.  His  entry  for  the  class 
had  been  refused  because  he  had  shown  at 
Northcote.  He  had  been  informed,  however, 
that  he  could  enter  for  the  State  Medal,  but 
his  bird  would  not  be  fed,  watered,  or  benched, 
and  must  be  delivered  at  the  show  before 
nine  o'clock  on  the  tirst  morning  of  the  shov/, 
and  removed  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  The  Minister  of  Agriculture 
took  drastic  action,  and  gave  notice  that  the 
medals  would  be  withdrawn  unless  the  club 
altered,  these  conditions,  pointing  out  as  a  per- 
tinent fact  that  only  nine  out  of  the  113  agri- 
cultural societies  in  the  State  are  affiliated 
with  the  Poultry  Club.  With  that  step  all 
must  agree.  The  use  of  public  money  muse 
be  on  an  equitable  basis,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances narrated  the  object  of  giving  these 
medals  would  not  be  served.  There  is  too 
much  tendency  in  these  days  to  impose  restric- 
tions, which  defeat  their  object,  often  praise- 
worthy, by  driving  outside  exhibitions  and  ex- 
hibitors . 

Unsuitable  Terms. 

New  words  are  ever  being  introduced,  and 
our  dictionaries  grow  apace.  The  advance  of 
experience  demands  sharper  definitions,  while 
fresh  meanings  are  being  given  to  old  words. 
These  are  not  always  desirable  or  correct. 
We  have  noticed  for  some  time  that  represen- 
tatives of  American  experiment  stations  have 
been  applying  the  term  "  hybrid  "  to  what 
we  call  crosses,  and  put  it  down  to  that  strain- 
ing after  non-common  appellations  to  which 
scientists  are  somewhat  prone.     Webster  de- 
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fines  a  hybrid  as  "  the  offspring  of  the  union 
of  two  distinct  species,"  which  is  the  generally 
accepted  and  correct  meaning.  Crosses  are 
the  offspring  of  two  breeds  of  the  same  species. 
We  are  glad  to  see,  therefore,  f-ann  Poultry 
condemning  the  term  hybrids  wiien  crosses 
are  meant.  We  have  surely  a  right  to  expect 
that  experimenters  and  others  will  use  terms 
which  are  correct.  Another  instance  which  has 
recently  come  under  our  notice  is  the  use  of 
the  word  "  laboratory."  An  American  book 
lately  issued  what  is  called  a  "  Poultry  Labora- 
tory Guide,"  which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
directions  for  manual  work  for  a  student  learn- 
ing poultry-  keeping.  How  measuring  up 
houses,  crate-fattening,  and  book-keeping  can 
be  termed  laboratory  work  passes  our  compre- 
hension. In  both  these  instances  "  hybrid  " 
and  "  laboratory  "  may  sound  dignified  and 
academic,  but  as  applied  they  are  nonsensical, 
and  this  straining  after  effect  is  calculated 
to  minimise  the  practical  value  of  scientific 
work. 

**  How  Food  Accumulates  and  Hens  Decay/* 

The  problem  of  increased  production  is  ever 
with  us,  and  will  become  more  and  more  pres- 
sing as  the  poultry  industry  advances.  The 
editor  of  the  Irish  H o)]iestead  has  evolved 
the  terse  saying  quoted  above  which  deserves 
to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold  everywhere. 
Productiveness  is  not  the  result  of  luxury,  but 
of  hard,  active  life.  Hens,  as.  a  rule,  lay  better 
where  the  conditions  are  rigorous  than  where 
they  are  soft  and  pleasant,  as  in  the  former  ac- 
tivity is  necessary  to  life,  and  exercise  means 
vigour  of  the  body  and  organs.  After  showing 
how  that  history  teaches  this  lesson  in  relation  to 
the  human  species,  our  contemporary,  in  reply 
to  a  correspondent,  says  that  the  hens  getting 
food  easily  think  it  of  no  account,  and  do  not 
set  themselves  to  produce  food.  There's  lots 
of  food  in  the  world,"  they  think,  "  and  why 
should  we,  who  are  the  crown  and  perfection 
of  feathered  things,  worry  about  laying  eggs 
and  bringing  up  chickens  ?  "  This  is  common- 
sense  based  on  experience.  In  this  connec- 
tion the  paper  reproduced  in  our  pages  this 
month,  read  at  Orono,  Maine,  may  be  studied 
with  advantage. 

Dr.  Frank  M.  Surface. 

In  the  footsteps  of  Dr.  Leon  J.  Cole,  of 
Wisconsin,  has  followed  Dr.  Surface,  who  was 
formerly  associated  with  Dr.  Raymond  Pearl  in 
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poultry  work  at  the  Maine  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station,  and  is  now  Biologist  at  the 
Kentucky  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, where  we  hope  he  may  be  able  to  deal 
with  poultry  problems  that  are  peculiar  to  the 
more  southern  sections  of  the  United  States, 
as  much  is  there  to  be  done.  Dr.  Surface 
is  now  paying  his  first  visit  to  Europe,  and  is 
at  present  upon  the  Continent,  including  in  his 
survey  Belgium,  Holland,  Denmark,  Germany, 
and  France.  Although  he  is  devoting  most  of 
his  attention  to  purely  scientific  inquiries, 
poultry  is  being  kept  in  view.  We  hope  he 
may  have  a  successful,  as  he  can  hardly  fail 
to  have  a  pleasant,  tour,  and  return  more  fully 
aware  of  the  conditions  of  development  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  In  this  connection 
we  cannot  forbear  telhng  a  good  "  chicken  " 
story,  recounted  by  Dr.  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton. Speaking  of  chickens,  an  old  coloured 
man  was  in  great  trouble  down  South  the 
other  day.  Asked  what  was  the  matter,  his 
reply  was,  "  Dreft'ul  trouble  at  our  place  !  I 
left  the  door  of  the  fowl-house  open  last 
night,  and  all  the  chickens  got  out  and  went 
home." 

Goose  Plucking. 

Can  it  be  true  that  the  plucking  of  live  geese 
is  still  practised  in  Ireland?  We  hope  not  for 
the  credit  of  our  fellow-citizens  across  the 
Channel.  But  it  is  stated,  on  what  appears  to 
be  good  authority,  that  this  business  is  still 
very  prevalent.  We  know  that  at  one  time 
scores  of  thousands  of  these  poor  creatures 
were  denuded  of  their  quill  feathers  several 
times  a  year  to  supply  writing  instruments. 
We  do  not  say  even  that  justified  the  pro- 
cess, and  have  always  felt  a  strong  objection 
to  the  use  of  quill  pens,  but  in  these  days  even 
such  a  need  has  disappeared.  The  dilettantism 
of  a  few  superfine  individuals,  or  the  desire 
of  a  limited  number  of  public  servants  for 
something  to  fill  up  their  days,  does  not 
warrant  the  continuance  of  a  barbarous  prac- 
tice, the  relic  of  times  when  the  sufferings  of 
lower  creatures  were  disregarded  altogether. 
Should  what  is  suggested  be  true  we  hope  that 
without  delay  those  in  authority  will  put  forth 
every  eft'ort  to  stamp  out  that  which  is  a  dis- 
graceful proceeding — one  which,  so  long  as  it 
exists,  casts  a  slur  upon  the  character  of  any 
nation,  even  though  the  culprits  be  few  in 
number.  The  plucking  of  live  geese  is  illegal, 
and  anyone  guilty  of  it  should  be  sent  to 
hard  labour  without  the  option  of  a  fine. 
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LAYING  CONTESTS. 


THEIR   USES  AND  POSSIBILITIES 


By   JOSEPH  Pettipher. 


HILST  we  wait  the  pleasure  ,of  the 
Development  Commissioners  relative 
to  the  hoped-for  grant  which  would 
enable  our  Utility  Poultry  Club  to 
institute  that  long-talked-of  twelve 
months'  laying  competition,  let  us  for  a  moment 
consider  whether  we  make  the  most  and  the 
best  use   of  such  contests,   be   they  long  or 
short.     Without  in  any  way  reflecting  on  the 
abilities  of  the  able  men  who  so  nobly  devote 
much  valuable  time  and  brains  gratis  for  the 
work,   it   may   be   worth   while    to   note  how 
things  in  that  line  are  viewed  by  a  poultry- 
keeping  agriculturist,  from  whose  crude  notions 
there   may   possibly   be   picked   a   plum  that 
had  remained  unnoticed  on  the  branch  by  the 
experts .     One  of  the  most  necessary  reforms 
that  strikes  the  writer  is  the  need  for  some 
scheme  whereby  classes  of  competitors  could 
be  divided.     Just  as  in  the  poultry  fancy  we 
see  efforts  made  to  provide  opportunities  for 
the  amateur  and  the  novice  apart  from  the  pro- 
fessional and  the  trader,  so  in  laying  tests  there 
appears    to    be    required    some  arrangement 
whereby  farmers,  and  other  people  who  keep 
utility  poultry  in    the    ordinary  way,  may  be 
encouraged  to  enter  a  laying  contest  iby  the 
knowledge  that  they  will  compete  with  only 
a   similar    class    on    equal    terms.  Whatever 
amount  of  fact   there  may  be   therein,   it  is 
certain   that    a   notion    very    largely  prevails 
amongst  the  bulk  of  those  who  might  be  other- 
wise expected  to  enter  such  contests,  that  the 
prizes  will  inevitably  go  to  professionals,  who 
make  a  business  of  specially  preparing  sprinters 
just  ready  for  the  fray,   and  who,  by  such 
means,   having   either  won   first   or  otherwise 
secured  an  advantageous  position,  reap  a  rich 
harvest  by  making  a  business  of  it  in  subse- 
quent  sales.      That   such  businesses   exist  is 
obvious,  and  they  are  to  be  commended.  They 
fill  a  good  mission,  but  under  existing  con- 
ditions  they   retard   the  progress   of  another 
and    a    larger    and    more    valuable    body  of 
poultry-keepers,  who,  and  with  much  reason, 
decline  to  enter  into  an  unfair  fight. 


The  Trading  Element. 

In  the  exhibition  world  many  hard  things 
are  said  about  the  trading  element,  but  the 
grumbler  would  be  the  first  to  take  advantage 
of  a  good  sale  at  more  money  than  he  wouJd 
otherwise  get  for  his  bird.  And  in  possibly 
a  rather  different  way  the  utility  trader  ,is 
equally  useful.  What  appears  to  be  most  de- 
sirable is  a  proper  division  of  the  classes 
and  a  more  tempting  and  adequate  opportunity 
for  those  who,  though  not  possibly  exactly  what 
might  be  termed  amateurs,  yet  only  keep 
poultry  for  profit,  as  an  addition  to  their 
ordinary  occupation,  and  not  practically  a 
separate  business. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  sug- 
gest details  of  the  various  ways  in  which  such 
classes  could  be  divided.  That  is  a  matter 
for  the  wiser  heads  of  those  who  have  such 
matters  in  hand.  It  is  enough  to  suggest  the 
notion,  and  leave  it  to  practical  men  to 
formulate,  but  a  large  and  varied  opportunity 
of  ascertaining  the  views  of  various  classes  of 
poultry-keepers,  and  particularly  agriculturists, 
is  convincing  proof  that  some  such  scheme  is 
necessary  if  the  interest  of  such  classes  is  to  be 
evoked,  as  it  should  be  if  the  best  advantage 
to  the  general  poultry  culture  of  the  country  is 
to  be  attained.  If  a  laying  competition  is  to 
be  an  educational  work  it  must  attract  the 
interest,  and  be  participated  in  by  the  ordinary 
poultry  -  keeper,  and  not  be,  as  is  at  pre- 
sent the  case,  almost  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  professional,  at  all  events  so 
far  as  the  fair  opportunity  of  winning  is 
concerned. 

The  Question  of  Heredity. 

Another  important  point,  and  one  which  may 
both  be  applied  to  the  short  contests  at  present 
in  vogue,  and  also  further  thought  out  in  readi- 
ness for  the  long-anticipated  year's  test,  is 
that  of  paying  more  attention  to  hereditary 
results.  To  tlie  looker-on  at  the  game  it 
seems  that  in,  say,  the  four  months'   tests  all 
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that  is  thought  of  is  the  weight  and  number 
■of  eggs  laid  during  the  time  the  contest  lasts. 
Valuable  opportunities  of  proving  how  far  such 
desirable  characteristics  are  transmitted  to  the 
offspring  are  allowed  to  slip  'by.  It  should  surely 
be  possible  to  make  arrangements  whereby 
tests  of  this  kind  could  be  followed  up  under 
official  supervision.  As  has  recently  been 
shown  during  a  somewhat  heated  controversy 
in  a  contemporary,  there  are  some  people  who 
claim  to  have  large  experience  in  egg-pro- 
duction, who  contend  there  is  not,  and  never 
will  be,  a  strain  of  fowls  entitled  to  the  term'  of 
"  laying  strain."  And  that,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce good  laying  offspring,  the  130  to  150 
■eggs  a  year  hen  must  be  bred  from,  rather 
than  the  one  that  lays  over  200.  While  the 
writer  hesitates  to  accept  such  a  doctrine  with- 
out proof  he  sees  some  reason  in  the  arguments 
adduced,  and  looks  for  verification  or  denial 
from  proved  experiments  carried  out  in  connec- 
tion with  the  laying  competitions,  and  is  not 
this  the  place  where  he  may  reasonably  be 
expected  to  look? 

Thp:  Management  of  the  Birds. 

Next  "we  come  to  the  question  of  foodstuff's. 
Is  it  not  possible  that  much  more  valuable 
information  and  data  might  be  adduced  from 
these  various  contests  as  to  the  relative  value 
of  various  foods,  by  comparison  under  the 
similar  conditions  that  exist  during  a  laying 
test?  Again,  we  leave  out  any  details  that  we 
may  have  in  mind.  Suffice  to  say  that  the 
looker-on  thinks  more  might  be  reasonably 
available.  Housing  is  yet  another  point  which, 
in  common  with  food  as  to  effect  on  the  egg 
yield,  and  consequent  added  profit  to  the  pro- 
ducer, might  very  well  be  much  more  practically 
tested  than  at  present  appears  to  have  been 
done,  and  it  is  surely  possible  to  run  a  test  in 
which  the  contestants  would  bie  kept  more  under 
ordinary  conditions,  rather  than  in  a  way  in 
which  practically  no  ordinary  poultry-keeper 
is  able  to  keep  and  house  his  laying  flock.  It 
is  not  enough  to  locate  the  largest  layer  ;  the 
cost  of  production  is  an  item  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  unless  the  eggs  are  produced 
at  a  profit  there  is  little  value  in  thfe  test, 
because  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  if  a  test 
is  won  under  a  system  of  feeding  too  expensive 
to  be  profitable,  under  other  and  possibly 
profitable  conditions  results  might  very  well 
be  decidedly  reversed.  Whether  the  laying 
competitions  be  classed  as  educational,  experi- 
mental, or  scientific,  matters  little  to  the 
ordinary  poultry-keeper,  however  much  it  may 
affect  the  views  of  the  Development  Commis- 


sioners. What  he  wants  to  know  is  how  to 
profitably  produce  more  eggs,  and  how  it  can 
practically  be  done  under  his  possible  condi- 
tions and  opportunities.  In  addition,  he  is 
open  to  learn  what  breeds  as  well  as  strains 
of  breeds  are  usually  best  suited  to  particular 
conditions  and  localities,  and  in  this  matter 
there  appears  room  for  a  more  systematic  ar- 
rangement of  competing  pens.  It  should 
surely  be  possible  to  arrange  for  a  more 
general  competition  of  all  breeds,  provided  steps 
were  taken  by  contest  executives  to  ensure 
an  entry  of  that  description.  Fertility  tests 
and  tests  of  vigour  in  the  offspring  are  further 
possibilities  in  connection  with  laying  compe- 
titions. Again,  we  frequently  read  in  the 
manager's  reports  that  certain  pens  or  indi- 
viduals have  fallen  into  moult.  Here  again  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  experiment  and  pro- 
vide valuable  data  as  to  the  most  satisfactory 
way  of  treating  them  during  this  most  trying 
ordeal.  A  great  deal  of  the  profit  or  loss  of 
a  year's  working  depends  on  how  well  and  how 
quickly  the  moult  is  got  over  and  done  with 
and  the  laying  recommenced. 

Tests  for  Individual  Breeds. 

Finally  we  come  to  a  possibility  which  may 
be  said  to  be  outside  the  pale  of  the  Utility 
Poultry  Club,  and  a  matter  rather  for  the 
Poultry  Club  and  its  specialist  satellites.  We 
refer  to  laying  tests  for  individual  pure  breeds. 
At  present  there  is  far  too  wide  a  gulf — either 
imaginary  or  real — between  the  Utilityite  (so- 
called)  and  the  Fancier,  though  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  narrow  the  gulf  which  requires  en- 
couragement, and  no  better  encouragement  can 
be  provided  than  positive  proof.  The  trend  of 
things  to-day  is  in  favour  of  combination.; 
The  fancy  and  show  bird  should  be  useful, 
and  the  utility  bird  may  just  as  well  be  hand- 
some and  typical  of  its  kind.  Once  more  to 
quote  the  looker-on.  In  this  case  the  keeper 
of  a  good  class  of  pure-bred  fowls  sees  little 
incentive  to  put  down  a  matter  of  five  or  ten 
shillings  a  year  to  join  a  specialist  club  and 
provide  cups  for  the  professional  to  win,  or 
even  prizes  for  novices  of  his  own  class.  Pie 
wants  proof  of  the  presence  of  the  utility  com- 
bination in  certain  strains.  Why  cannot  the 
clubs  that  profess  to  cater  for  individual  breeds 
or  varieties  institute  comprehensive  laying  tests 
— to  include  the  various  items  above  referred 
to — for  their  own  particular  favourites  ?  We 
believe  such  contests  would  increase  their  mem- 
bership roll  many  times  over,  and  thus  warrant 
an  effort  which  would  be  extremely  popular 
and  rapidly  increase  in  detail. 
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ONE   MILLION    FOUR   HUNDRED   AND  FIFTY 
THOUSAND  TONS  OF  EGGS. 

THE  VOLUMES  AND  VALUES  OF  IRISH  AND   FOREIGN  SUPPLIES. 

By  "Statistician." 


OiNSIDERABLE  as  is  the  value  of 
poultry  supplied  to  the  British 
^  markets  by  Ireland  and  foreign 
countries,  as  stated  in  my  article 
on  "  British  Imports  of  Table 
Poultry,"  published  in  The  Poultry  Record 
last  month  (No.  11,  page  484),  that  is  small 
as  compared  with  the  volume  of  €ggs  and 
the  cash  .paid  for  the  latter  product.  My 
study  of  the  figures  has  revealed  much  of 
interest,  which  I  beg  to  submit  to  your  readers 
as  an  added  proof,  if  one  were  needed,  of  the 
importance  of  these  forms  of  the  national  food 
•supply,  more  especially  in  view  of  declining 
imports  from  abroad.  The  fact  that  whilst 
the  total  bulk  of  eggs  from  British  Colonies 
and  foreign  countries  has  been  reduced  by 
something  like  8  per  cent,  in  seven  years, 
the  total  price  paid  is  greater  by  17  per 
cent.  This  has  been  shown  previously,  and  is  of 
supreme  importance.  It  is  only  necessary  to 
mention  that  such  is  the  case.  An  advance 
in  price  of  more  than  20  per  cent,  is  a  serious 
factor. 

As  in  the  case  of  poultry,  we  have  no  returns 
of  shipments  from  Ireland  prior  to  1904.  The 
figures  from  1904  to  1909  will  be  found  in 
the  May  issue  (Vol.  III.,  pp.  338  and  339), 
and  need  not  be  repeated.  By  courtesy  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Statistics  in  the  Irish  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  I  am  enabled  to  give 
the  figures  for  1910: 


Table  I. — CoiMfarative  Quantities  and  Values  of  Eggs  Imi'Ortee)- 

FROM   FoKEKiN   COUNTRIES   AND   BRITISH  POSSESSIONS. 


1910. 


Quantities  of  Eggs. 
.     6,227,820  gt  hds. 


Value. 
£2,744,138 


In  respect  to  quantities,  shipments  of  eggs 
from  Ireland  were  greatest  in  1907,  and 
reached  the  maximum  in  values  in  1909. 

In  respect  to  foreign  countries  and  British 
Possessions,  the  maximum  of  quantities  was 
in  1904,  and  that  of  values  in  1910.  I  have 
obtained,  by  kindness  of  the  Statistical  Depart- 
ment of  H.M.'s  Customs,  fuller  details  for  the 
last  ten  years  than  are  published  in  the  Trade 
and  Navigation  Returns,  but  these  would 
occupy  too  much  space.  Therefore,  a  com- 
parison is  made  in  Table  No.  I.  between  these 
two  '^ears : 


From 


1904. 


Quantities.  Values. 


Foreign  Countries — 
Austria- Hungary 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
China 
Denmark 
Egypt- 
France 
Germany 
Italy _ 
Madeira 
Moro  ;co 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 
Roumania  .  . 
Russia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Turkey 

United  States 

America  . . 
Uraguay 


Total  Foreia 


British  Possessions — 
Australia 
Canada 

Channel  Island.-: 
Milta 

New  Zealand 


Total  Brit.  Poss. . 


Grand  Total 


200,540,000* 
114,474,0J0i 
Nil 
Nil 
432,279,000 
68,677,000 
203,834,000 
225,968,0001 
187,575,000* 

Nil 
43,599  000 
12,227,000 
1,000 
3,80  ,000 
Nil 
843,949,000 
4,094,00  J 
9,068,0  0 
1,725, OOJ 

3,016,000 
14,000 


2,354,848,000 


1,000 
38,127,'  00 
92,000 
43,000 
Nil 


39,263,000 


£ 

601.121* 
k04,0i3t 

Nil 

Nil 
1,461,  59 
142,192 
710,057 
590,040 
633,097 

Nil 
116,989 

J  2,051 
4 

12,051 
Nil 
2,042,520 
12,618 
27,449 
3,841 

9,548 
42 


6,600,564 


5 

129,631 
284 
90 

Nil 


130,010 


1910. 


Quantities.    ;  Values 


164 
10 


437 

69, 
108. 
60, 


1,106 

2. 
37. 
2. 


414,000 
,249  000 
158,000 
121,000 
,655,000 
987,000 
91?,000 
,877,000 
,621,000 

17,000 
,786,000 
159,0  0 

21.000 
182,000 

22,000 
110,000 
551,000 
240,000 
005,000 


Nil 


2,201,068,000 


Nil 

2.-3  000 
Nil 
Nil 
6,000 


229,000 


2,393,111.000   6,730,574    2,201,297,000  7,293,1^5 


£ 

5S5,998 
37,289 
f54 
399 
1,732,107 
186,6  8 
417,545 
200,860 
350,238 
59 

104,394 
259, 77  J 
106 
5,116 
65 

3.282,194 
9,792 
146,355 
5,54/ 


Nil 


7,295,021 


Nil 
1,097 
Nil 
Nil 

27 


1,124 


*  Separate  enumeration  for  Austria-Hungary  and  Italy  commenced  in 
1905,  which  figures  these  are.  They  have  been  deducted  in  190 1  from 
Belgium  and  Germany  respectively. 

i  Less  Italy  in  1905. 

I  Less  Austria-Hungary  in  1905. 

The  variations  are  interesting.  So  far  as 
quantities  are  concerned  the  only  increases  of 
any  moment  are  from  the  Netherlands  and 
Russia,  but  these  are  far  from  compensating 
for  the  large  decreases  from  Austria-Hungary,. 
Belgium,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  and  British 
Possessions.  The  total  decrease  is  191,814,000 
eggs  (about  13,325  tons),  and  yet  the  money 
paid  was  £565,571  greater. 

As  in  ta'bl-e-poultry,  the  most  pregnant  fact 
is  the  decline  in  supplies  from  British  Posses- 
sions, which  at   one   time  promised   to  grow 
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very  largely.  Small  and  unimportant  though 
these    were    in    1904,    which    was    not  the 


maximum    year,  for 


1901    we  recei\'ed 


85,064,000  eggs,  these  have  now  dropped  to 
less  than  a  quarter  of  a  million,  so  that  they 
are  now  infinitesimal  and  of  no  moment  on 
our  markets.  An  equal  amount  to  the  total 
quantity  from   British  Possessions  in   all  the 


the  seven  years  1904  to  1910.  From  the  fact 
that  the  Irish  figures  are  only  obtainable  from 
the  first-named  of  these  years,  I  cannot  com- 
plete the  decade  as  I  should  have  wished  to 
do.  The  figures  are  startling,  as  shown  in 
Table  II.,  in  which  the  numbers  and  weights 
are  gi\-en,  the  latter  on  the  regular  rate  of 
ten  cases  (of  1,440  eggs)  to  the  ton. 


DIAGRAM  ].— SHOWING  THE  RELATIVE  QUANTITIES  OF  EGGS  IMPORTED  INTO 

GREAT  ERITAIN  IN  1910. 


Foreiiin 
(whitf). 

2.201,06S,000. 

Irish 
(grey), 
747,338,400. 

British  Possessions 
(black), 
229.000. 


AUSTRIA- 
nUNGARY. 


DENMARK 


EGYPT 


FRANCE 


A 


GERMAN? 


ITALY 


NDS  ^onc 


NETHERLANDS  Monorco 


RUSSIA 


Sweden 


year  1910  is  consumed  in  London  .every  2^ 
hours. 

In  order  to  show  the  relative  quantities  of 
eggs  imported  into  Great  Britain  last  year,  I 
have  prepared  Diagram  I.,  which  will  help  to 
convey  the  meaning  of  the  figures  in  Table  I. 
Whilst  Russia  stands  first,  Ireland  is  easily 
second,  with  British  Colonies  hardly  ap- 
preciable. 

Further,  in  Diagram  II.  will  be  seen  the 
variations  during  the  last  ten  years,  also  indi- 
cating the  relative  position  of  each  of  the 
countries  named.  The  other  countries 
scheduled  in  Table  I.  could  not  be  included 
as  their  shipments  are  too  small  to  be  shown, 
save  Belgium,  which  was  omitted  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  in  the  earlier  years  :T901  to 
1904)  Italian  shipments  were  credited  to  that 
country. 

We  can  now  obtain  an  idea  of  the  vast 
quantities  of  eggs  imported  and  the  great 
amount  of  money  expended  for  them  during 


\Cofyright. 

Table  II. — Total  Quantiiies  and  A'alues  of  Eggs  impoited  during 
seven  years  1904  to  1910. 


the 


Section  1.  Quantities. 


From 

Quantities 

■^^"eights  (in  tons) 

Foreign  Countries  

British  Possessions   

Ireland  

15  537,582,000 
118,036,0C0 
5,^55,643.360 

1,079,000 
8,197 
:  64, 975 

1 

Grand  Totals..  1  20,911,261.360 
1 

1,452,172 

Section  2.  Values. 

\  From 

In  £  Sterling 

Percentage  of  Total 
Value 

British  Possessions   

49,057.670 
432,181 
18,154,114 

72-52 
0-64 
26-84 

Grand  Totals . . 

£67,643,965 

100-00 

In  the  above  it  will  be  seen  how  important 
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DIAGRAM   ll.-RELATIVE   IMPORTS  OF  EGGS  TO  GREAT   BRITAIN  FROM 

VARIOUS  COUNTRIES,  1901-10. 


Country       Year    100  200 


Ireland  (1) 


Austria- 
Hungary  (2) 


Denmark . . 


Egypt 


France . 


Germany  (3) 


Italy  (2)  .. .. 


Morocco  . .  . . 


Netherlands 


Russia 


QUANTITIES  (millions). 
400  500  600 


700 


800 


900 


1,000 


1,100 


Sweden 


United  States 
of 

America 


British 
Po  ssessions 


{Copyright. 

(i)  Enumeration  only  from  1904  ;  (2)  Enumeration  from  1905  ;  (3)  Great  decrease  in  1905  due  to  revised  enumeration- 


a  place  foreign  supplies  have  on  our  egg 
markets,  and  how  a  continuation  of  the  de- 
cline already  noted  must  be  met  by  increased 
production  within  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Colonies  are  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon,  and  that  they  find  the  home 
consumption  as  great  as  they  can  cope  with. 


In  Diagram  III.  is  shown  the  relative  total 
values  of  eggs  from  seventeen  countries  (or 
groups)  over  a  period  of  seven  years — that 
is,  from  1904  to  1910  inclusive — from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  Russia  is  slightly  in  excess 
of  Ireland  (£83,764),  and  that  these  two 
sources  supplied  Great  Britain  with  nearly  54 
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DlAGRAA\  Hi.— THE  PYRAMID  OF  EGG  IMPORTS 
SHOWING  THE  TOTAL  VALUES  FROM  VARIOUS 
COUNTRIES  FOR  SEVEN   YEARS,    19C4  to  1910 

onDTur/ii  <l  ^■^  7>:;q A  TURKEY  £  45.556 
^oL^  f^lan  ^  ^^^TfD  Sry}T£S  Of  AM£/?/C/l  S.  68, 20  3 
J/W  ^'^^"^^f^^BaC/UM  £322,363 
Bff/r/S// Possess/OA's  lA'i2SZ\  I  I 

\SW£D£/I/  S. 734.551 

MOWCCO  £860.440 


NEr//£ffiAms  £949,102 


EG/Pr  £l.ll9,432 


FRANCE  £.3^80.039 


J 


mir  £3.921,213 

A[/STff/A-m//GAEr  ^4784,829 

DENMARK    £  11,597.495 


IRELAND 

r 

£.18,154,114 

1 

£  18,237,878  I 

per  cent,  of  the  total  imports.  If  the  values 
of  Irish  eggs  included  delivery  to  English  ports, 
as  do  the  foreign,  and  those  sent  by  parcels 
post,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  in  respect 
to  values,  but  not  as  to  quantities,  for  Russian 
supplies  are  much  cheaper,  Ireland  would  easily 
rank  first.  Upon  such  a  result  we  can  warmly 
congratulate  all  concerned  in  promotion  of  the 
poultry  industry  across  the  Irish  Sea. 

Further,  and  finally,  I  am  now  able  to 
give  the  totals  as  to  eggs  and  poultry  for  the 
last  seven  years. 

Table  III.— Total  Values  of  Imports  of  Eggs  and  Poultry,  1904  to  1910 


From 

Eggs 

Poultry 

Totals 

Percentages 

Foreign  Countries  . . 
British  Possessio.TS  . . 

49,057,670 
432,181 
18,154,114 

6,362,722 
81.843 
5,890,716 

55,42">,392 
514,024 
24,044,830 

69-3 
0-63 
30-07 

Totals . . 

67,643,965 

12,335,281 

79,979,246 

100  CO 

{Cnpyrighi. 


When  the  Production  Census,  taken  in  1908, 
is  issued  we  should  be  able  to  estimate  what 
proportion  the  above  bear  to  the  British  con- 
sumption of  eggs  and  poultry. 


POULTRY  THROUGH 

X.-CURIOSITIES  OF 

Written    and  Illustr. 

■'^HE  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
for  March,  1907,  contains  an  article  on 
"  The  Value  of  Poultry  Manure,"  wantten  by 
Mr.  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  and  Mr.  Will 
Brown.  It  was  while  reading  this  essay  that 
the  idea  occurred  to  me  that  those  concerned 
with  poultry  might  like  to  see  some  of  the 
-curious  phases  of  poultry  manure,  and  to  have 
a  brief  outline  of  its  value.  Those  who  wish 
for  fuller  details  are  referred  to  the  neces- 
sarily technical  article  named,  which,,  while  it 
has  no  illustrations,  is  full  of  figures  and  sug- 
gestions of  the  kind  most  profitable  to  poultry- 
keepers.  For  my  part,  I  shall  confine  myself 
chiefly  to  the  microscopical  features  of  the 
subject. 

Very  little  has  been  written  upon  this  matter, 
wijich  has  received  but  scant  attention  from 
<:hemists,  so  that  the  subject  is  fairly  novel. 
Most  gardeners  'already  know  that  the  substance 
is  rich  ;  but  they  cannot  learn — apart  from  the 
article  named — of  what  it  is  composed.  The 
■experiments  were  conducted  at  the  late  College 


THE  MICROSCOPE. 

POULTRY  MANURE. 
TED    BY    James  Scott. 

Poultry  Farm,  Theale,  over  a  period  of  twelve 
months  ;  and  the  analyses  were  made  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Taylor,  agricultural  chemist.  Average 
birds  were  tested  in  wooden-floored  cages. 

Although,  as  may  be  expected,  it  is  a  rather 
unpleasant  topic  personally  and  minutely  to 
investigate  and  examine,  and  is  perhaps  rather 
indelicate  for  the  average  magazine  reader,  I 
dare  say  that  the  interest  centred  in  it  will  out- 
weigh the  drawbacks.  Think  of  it  simply  as 
a  natural  product,  and  there  can  be  nothing 
offensive  about  it.  Alany  of  the  artificial' fer- 
tilisers unhesitatingly  fingered  by  ladies  in  their 
hothouses  are  the  outcome  of  far  more  objec- 
tionable material  than  that  with  which  we  are 
dealing. 

After  procuring  some  manure  in  as  clean  and 
soil-free  condition  as  possible,  I  stirred  it  up 
in  water  and  allowed  it  to  stand  undisturbed 
for  a  few  days.  Then  I  commenced  my  ex- 
periments with  it,  making  several  more  than 
are  here  described.  I  first  placed  some  of 
the  liquor  on  a  glass  slide  and  allov^•ed  it  to 
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evaporate.  It  left  a  patchy  residue  or  dirty- 
greyish  smudge,  with  a  brownish  ridge  partly 
round  it.  Upon  magnifying  this  unattractive 
smudge  many  points  of  pecuHar  interest  were 
found    in    it.     In    several    portions    of  the 


Vl^Fig.  1.— Some  liquefied  manure  of  fowls,  dried  on  a  glass 
slide,  and  magnified  through  a  pinhole.  \Copyj-ight. 

speckled  residue  the  atoms  of  matter  had 
arranged  themselves,  during  the  drying  or 
evaporation,  into  fantastic  rosette  patterns, 
among  which  were  deposited  more  symmetri- 
cal and  tinier,  boat-shaped  items.  There  was 
nothing  about  the  objects  to  compare  witli 
the  clear-cut  crystals  of  purified  chemicals,  yet 
there  was  obviously  a  designing  force  at  work 
even  among  this  diminutive  scrap  of  rubbish. 

The  irregular-shaped,  dot-like  specks,  quite 
invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  were  grouped  to- 
gether into  these  rough  formations,  like  worn- 
out,  or  decomposed,  crystals  that  had  once 
been  perfect  in  outline.  These  are  depicted 
in  Fig.  1. 

I  next  mixed  a  drop  or  two  of  nitric  acid 
with  some  of  the  original  liquor,  and  after 
placing  the  compound  on  a  glass  slide  it  was 
heated  until  only  a  film  remained.  There  was 
a  brown  ridge  round  this  also,  and  upon  mag- 
nifying this  elevation  I  saw  several  sights  wortli 
illustrating.  In  Fig.  2  is  given  a  view  of  it 
precisely  as  I  saw  it.  While  here,  likewis  \ 
A'as  a  crudity  of  formation,  there  was  evidently 
a  governing  law  of  arrangement.  Differences 
of  structure  were  noticeable,  yet  there  seemed 
to  be  a  similarity  among  the  variations. 
Connection  could  be  traced  between  opposite 
extremes  in  the  figuring.     It  should  be  remem- 


bered that  the  spaces  being  examined  were  so 
insignificant  as  to  equal  mere  pinholes  in 
dimensions ;  so  that  the  amount  of  detail  dis- 
cernible was  really  marvellous,  considering  that 
the  material  was  nothing  more  than  dissolved 
rubbish.  In  the  brown  rim  round  the  drop  of 
liquor  without  acid  additions  similar,  but  less 
emphasised,  designs  were  discoverable. 

It  is  a  waste-producing  practice  to  heap  the 
substance  in  the  open  air,  because  the  rain 
washes  out  the  soluble  portions — an  idea  of 
these  is  given  in  Fig.  1 — while  fermentation 
and  consequent  heat  drives  off  the  ammonia 
and  other  valuable  nitrogenous  gases.  By  the- 
way,  the  ammonia  can  be  smelt  strongly  when 
the  liquid  is  artificially  heated.  The  best  way 
systematically  to  deal  with  it  is  to  spread 
it  evenly  and  thinly  over  trays,  and  then  to 
stack  these  in  a  dry,  airy  shed.  Best  results 
are  obtained  by  alternating  it  with  layers  of 
clean  earth  at  the  rate  of  one  part  of  the 
latter  to  two  parts  of  itself. 

A  couple  of  dozen  birds  of  the  average 
weight  of  six  pounds  twelve  ounces  each,  about 
sixteen  months  old  to  commence  with,  would 
yield  a  ton  of  moist  manure  in  twelve  months - 
Of  course,  there  would  be  uncontrollable  varia- 
tions according  to  the  health  and  vigour  of 
the  fowls.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  authors 
of  the  article  that  a  farmer  having  a  hundred 
hens   and   six   cocks   would  get  four  tons  of 


Fig.  2.— A  pinhole  view,  magnified,  of  heated,  liquefied 
fowls'  manure  to  which  a  drop  of  nitric  acid  had 

been  added.  {Copyright 

fresh  manure  from  them  every  year,  rich  in 
phosphoric  acid,  nitrogen,  and  potash — the  very 
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foods  that  plants  require  for  their  development 
and  strength.  The  addition  of  mineral  super- 
phosphates (bone  ash  and  sulphuric  acid)  at 
the  rate  of  one  part  for  every  five  to  six  parts 
of  fresh  manure  constitutes  an  all-round^  com- 


Fig.  3. — When  fowls'  manure  is  heaped  it  gets  covered 
with  moulds  and  mildews,  which  cause  it  to  ferment. 
One  example,  magnified,  is  shown  above.  {.Copyright. 


plete  fertiliser.  The  nitrogen  and  potash  go 
towards  creating  strong,  abundant  foliage, 
stems,  and  roots  ;  and  the  phosphoric  acid  in- 
creases flowering  and  seeding. 

Nitric  acid  {aqua  fort  is)  is  derived  in  the 
soil  from  the  bacterial  decomposition  of  plants, 
and  can  be  also  produced  synthetically.  In 
contact  with  the  bases  mentioned,  it  yields  ni- 
trates :of  potash,  soda,  lime,  and  magnesia. 
Acetic  acid  exists  in  small  quantities  in  plants, 
and  in  larger  amounts  in  trees  and  shrubs. 

The  principal  feature  to  guard  against  is 
undue  fermentation,  which  will  rob  the  material 
of  a  lot  of  its  worth.  If  a  heap  of  the  moist, 
exposed  stuft"  is  closely  examined  after  a  few 
days'  storage,  various  moulds  of  different  tints 
will  be  found  covering  it.  These  are  micro- 
scopic fungi,  whose  root  threads,  or  niyceiia, 
travel  right  through  the  mass  in  every  direction, 
feeding  upon  its  nutriment,  and  will  eventually 
reduce  it  to  a  useless  pack  of  debris.  As  the 
fungi  have  dift'erent  scientific  names — some- 
times half  a  dozen — it  is  not  of  much  avail  to 
append  any,  but  I  may  as  well  say  that  the 
specimen  shown  in  Fig.  3  is  generally  called 
I s aria  citrina,  and  is  white  and  feathery  upon 
a  yellowish  base. 


SOME    SMALL  ECONOMIC 
BLUNDERS. 

By  Miss  a.  S.  Galbraitk. 

'^HE  profits  from  utility  poultry  being  so 
small  and  the  labour  so  great  we  are 
constrained  to  consider  and  reconsider  our 
arrangements,  with  a  view  to  eliminating  all 
those  methods  of  doubtful  economy  to  which 
increasing  experience  opens  our  eyes  from  time 
to  time.  One  of  the  most  serious  blunders  that 
beginners,  and  many  others,  are  apt  to  fall 
into  is  that  of  supposing  that  there  is  only  one 
way  of  running  a  poultry  establishment — the 
way  their  fathers  did  before  them,  or  the  way 
they  were  taught  at  County  Council  School  or 
College.  There  are  a  hundred  ways,  all  equally 
good,  but  not  all  equally  suited  to  every  occa- 
sion, and  each  one  must  fight  out  for  himself 
the  method  that  fits  his  conditions. 

But  there  are  some  points  upon  which  there 
is  such  a  consensus  of  opinion  that  we  are  apt 
to  accept  them  without  question.  On  one  or 
two  of  these  time  has  led  me  to  differ  very 
widely  from  the  accepted  authorities,  probably 
because  the  conditions  I  have  to  deal  w^th 
have  been  so  unusual. 

The  first  point  of  disagreement  is  the  dis- 
carding of  all  hens  at  two  and  a  half  years  of 
age.  This  is  the  stereotyped  advice  and  method 
of  practically  all  experienced  men.  But  in  the 
daily  conduct  of  a  small  farm  I  have  found 
many  considerations  which  have  led  me  to 
another  method — namely,  the  selecting  of  the 
few  very  best  birds  each  year  and  running  them 
on  for  as  long  as  they  remain  profitable,  and 
many  do  so  up  to  six  years.  For  the  last  three 
years  in  succession  the  old  birds  have  been  the 
mainstay  of  the  place  from  July,  when  the 
pullets  were  in  full  moult  until  November, 
when  the  young  birds  were  in  lay  and  their 
eggs  had  attained  a  good  size. 

The  facts  we  have  to  weigh  are  not  merely 
the  number  of  eggs  laid  and  the  proportion 
produced  during  the  winter  season  ;  there  are 
many  other  considerations  which  press  them- 
selves home  to  those  who  have  not  unlimited 
acres,  unlimited  strength,  efficient  assistants,  and) 
abundant  capital.  To  those  who  have  a'l 
these  latter  the  expenses,  profits,  and  difficul- 
ties are  wholly  different  in  character  from 
such  as  confront  the  small  poultry-keeper  with 
limited  capacities  and  but  two  or  three 
hundred  birds. 

Pullets  lay  more  eggs  than  old  birds,  they 
lay  them  from  October  onwards,  they  moult 
about  midsummer,  when  eggs  are  cheap  (all 
save  the  heavy  layers,  who  usually  lay  on  into 
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November,  and  moult  when  eggs  are  twopence 
each) .  But  this  summer  moult  produces  a 
blank  in  egg-production,  and  with  contracts 
to  fulfil  the  late  summer  egg  is  as  necessary 
as  the  winter  one.  The  blank  is  not  always 
well  filled  by  the  two-year-old  birds,  but 
I  always  find  that  the  three  to  five  year 
olds,  who  have  rested  in  winter  and  who  also 
rest  in  May,  are  comparatively  fresh  for 
summer  and  early  autumn.  It  is  a  matter  of 
selection  and  feeding. 

Customs  change  with  experience,  and  I  note 
that  experts  now  no  longer  advise  farmers 
to  get  rid  of  their  old  birds  in  July  ;  the  time 
is  extended  to  September  and  October.  And 
this  change  is  due  solely  to  two  causes — the 
improved  results  since  selection  has  become 
more  general,  and  the  more  rational  feeding 
now  adopted,  which  permits  birds  to  remain 
much  longer  in  profit.  The  men  who  used  to 
tell  us  that  old  hens  would  not  lay  more  than  a 
dozen  eggs  between  July  and  Christmas,  fed 
their  birds  largely  on  barley  meal  and  maize. 
I  have  even  read  the  astounding  menu  of  half 
barley  meal  and  half  middlings  for  summer 
feeding !  Small  wonder  that  eggs  were  scarce. 
With  less  fattening  fare  hens  now  lay  well 
until  November,  and  I  look  forward  to  a  time 
when  laying  strains  will  be  so  perfected,  and 
our  knowledge  of  feeding  so  improved,  that 
the  whole  flock  may  be  kept  on  for  several 
years.  The  saving  in  chicken-raising  would  be 
enormous.  At  present  this  is  not  possible, 
but  the  best  birds  ought  to  be  selected  and 
kept  as  long  as  they  show  a  fair  profit,  where- 
ever  there  is  any  limit  to  the  rearing  of  chic- 
kens. Except  for  the  building  up  of  laying 
strains  it  does  not  pay  to  trap-nest  all 
the  year  round,  but  it  is  possible  to  select 
in  the  following  manner.  During  April,  or 
preferably  March  and  April,  all  the  traps 
are  set  going,  and  no  pullet  laying  fewer 
than  nineteen  eggs  per  month  is  run  on  to 
the  second  year,  while  no  old  bird  who 
lays  fewer  than  fifteen  eggs  during  April  is 
permitted  to  survive  the  May  rest.  At  this 
time  the  birds  have  free  range,  and  no  meat  is 
supplied,  and  experience  has  shown  that  a  bird 
who  does  not  lay  these  numbers  will  never  do 
much.  On  the  other  hand,  all  birds  who  exceed 
these  will  generally  be  found  to  lay  well  from 
July  or  the  commencement  of  August  onwards. 
They  are  much  more  reliable  than  early- 
hatched  pullets,  and  they  give  eggs  weighing 
nearly  an  ounce  more.  Indeed,  the  size  of 
their  eggs  is  almost  a  drawback,  for  customers 
are  apt  to  look  askance  at  mere  pullets'  eggs 
v/hen  the  old  birds  fall  into  moult. 

On  a  small  establishment  the  drawbacks  to 
early-hatched  pullets,  for  summer  and  autumn 


laying,  are  serious.  First,  it  implies  two  sets 
of  breeding-pens,  adding  greatly  to  the  work 
and  drawing  off  eggs  for  hatching  just  when 
the  winter  supply  is  low  and  good  prices  can 
be  obtained  for  them  ;  eggs  are  less  fertile, 
and  may  even  be  frozen  ;  extra  male  birds 
must  be  kept  and  young  chicks  reared  at  the 
most  treacherous  season  of  the  year — this  means 
extra  expense  in  providing  shelter,  and  where 
February  or  March  gales  are  severely  felt 
the  ordinary  coop  is  totally  inadequate  ;  indeed, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  next  parish  after  ,a 
stormy  night,  and  the  chickens  nowhere.  Then 
we  have  the  very  serious  difficulty,  one  which 
is  growing  more  intensified  each  year — namely, 
that  of  preventing  early-hatched  birds  from 
laying  before  they  are  sufficiently  matured,  so 
that  their  eggs  may  be  larger.  It  is  almost  a 
physical  impossibility  to  keep  February- 
hatched  pullets  of  good  laying  strain  from 
commencing  at  four  to  four  and  a  half  months 
old,  consequently  their  eggs  never  attain  a 
good  size.  But  if  we  do  succeed  in  pre- 
venting the  February-  and  early  March-hatched 
birds  from  laying,  it  is  only  by  constant 
moving.  This  entails  more  pens,  different  sets 
of  pens  for  each  month  almost  ;  on  a  .small 
place  of  a  few  acres  the  old  pens  can  scarcely 
be  out  of  sight,  so  that  if  the  birds  are  of 
light  breeds  the  wire  bill  far  outweighs 
any  advantage  to  be  gained,  and  those 
who  make  egg-production  their  chief  object 
rarely  ■  keep  any  but  light  or  medium 
breeds  ;  at  least,  those  who  make  it  pro- 
fitable. Such  high  filers  cannot  easily  be 
controlled.  In  fact,  for  the  ordinary  small 
farmer  these  considerations  are  usually  enough 
to  compel  him  to  dismiss  the  idea,  and  so  1 
find  that  those  who  do  not  run  on  their  care- 
fully-selected old  birds  are  generally  in  diffi- 
culties from  August  till  November. 

Set  against  these  expenses  and  worries,  the 
only  two  drawbacks  to  old  hens,  the  labour  of 
selecting  the  best,  and  the  fact  that  they  lay 
fewer  eggs  than  the  young  birds,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  pays  to  kee^p  all  old  hens  who 
average  120  eggs  a  year.  The  proportion  that 
do  that  is  larger  than  many  would  think  ; 
indeed,  for  some  years  I  have  found  that  the 
profitable  ancients  numbered  as  much  as  a 
third  of  the  total  flock,  and  the  saving  of 
space  and  labour  on  chicken  rearing  made 
ample  amends  for  the  slightly  diminished  egg 
output.  But  the  success  of  this  method  en- 
tirely depends  upon  good  strain,  careful  selec- 
tion, and,  above  all,  judicious  feeding.  In  the 
questions  of  feeding,  weight,  size,  and  breeds, 
there  are  many  other  blunders  that  the  small 
poultry-farmer  falls  into,  which  I  hope  to  treat 
of  another  time. 
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MR.  JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

'X*  HE  poultry  industry  is  making  marked  progress 
in  Scotland,  and  an  important  share  is  being 
taken  by  Mr.  John  Drysdale,  secretary  of  the 
Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  as  that 
body  is  responsible  for  promoting  the  adoption 
of  improved  methods  of  marketing  produce.  Within 
the   last   few  years  it  has   founded  no   less  than 


MR.   JOHN  DRYSDALE. 

thirty -six  district  poultry  societies  for  this  purpose, 
and  the  movement  is  spreading  in  every  direction, 
with  marked  results  in  better  breeds,  better  manage- 
ment, greater  production,  and  better  prices. 

Mr.  Drysdale  combines  the  qualifications  of  a 
practical  farmer  and  a  strong  believer  in  the  pro- 
fitability of  poultry  as  a  branch  of  agriculture, 
having  proved  that  in  practice  during  his  many 
years  residence  in  Stirlingshire,  whence  he  removed 
on  appointment  to  his  present  position.  His  is, 
therefore,  no  perfunctory  advocacy  of  the  poultry 
industry.  A  genuine  son  of  the  soil,  descended 
from  many  generations  of  yeoman  farmers,  trac- 
ing in  direct  succession  from  15  03,  he  was  born 
in  Clackmannan,   at  the  foot  of  the   Ochil  Hills. 


By  the  early  death  of  his  father  he  was  called  to- 
undertake  responsibilities  by  taking  management  of 
the  home  farm  in  the  interests  of  his  widowed 
mother  and  her  family,  which  he  bore  for  several 
years,  meanwhile  steadily  improving  himself  by 
self -education .  A  call  came  then  to  take  charge 
of  a  large  farm  in  Stirlingshire,  upon  which  dairy- 
ing, and  afterwards  poultry -keeping,  were  impor- 
tant branches.  Everything  was  carried  out  on  jpro- 
gressive  and  scientific  lines.  There  he  remained  for 
twenty  -one  years . 

As  a  strong  utility  man,  jNIr.  Drysdale  early 
became  alive  to  the  advantages  of  the  Colony 
system  of  poultry -keeping,  placing  the  birds  out 
on  untainted  land.  Portable  houses  are,  in  his 
judgment,  a  necessity  to  the  farmer.  He  believes 
in  pure  breeds,  but  regards  strain  as  of  primary 
importance,  and  his  preferences  are  by  no  means 
restricted.  He  has  kept  many  classes  of  poultry, 
but  mainly  those  which  are  best  adapted  for  egg- 
production.  Therefore,  he  brings  knowledge  and 
experience  to  bear  upon  the  task  he  has  under- 
taken. With  dogs — collies  and  Scotch  terriers — he 
has  had  considerable  success  as  a  breeder.  It  was 
a  visit  to  Denmark  which  led  to  his  recognition 
of  the  important  part  co-operation  is  bound  to 
play,  and  ultimatelv  to  his  becoming  secretary  of 
the  S.A.O.S. 

It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  thfe  public  services 
of  Mr.  Drysdale,  who  has  ever  been  busy  in  all 
forward  movements — local  and  national.  He  has 
been  President  of  the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  the  recipient  on  various  occasions  of 
tributes  to  his  labours.  A  tremendous  worker,  the 
calls  upon  him  are  many  and  varied.  It  is  a  great 
asset  for  poultry  development  in  Scotland  that 
he  is  at  the  helm  and  in  a  position  to  guide  in  what 
is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  work. 


MR.  GEORGE    R.  CHIPMAN. 

'\^/'HEN  anyone  advocates  a  new  system  a  natural 
*  *  inquiry  is,  what  is  his  experience,  and  does 
he  know  what  he  is  talking  about  ?  It  was  sug- 
gested, therefore,  that  to  answer  such  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch  would 
serve  a  useful  purpose.  Sundry  Americans  have 
come  over  here,  inadequately  equipped  with  know- 
ledge themselves,  mislead  by  their  newspapers  talk- 
ing as  if  Britishers  are  an  effete  race  and  know 
nothing.  We  opine  ]\Ir.  Chipman  is  not  one  of 
these. 

His  interest  in  poultry  goes  back  to  his  child- 
hood, and  is  inherent.  Living  at  that  time  m 
California,  various  breeds  were  kept,  and  from 
eight  years  of  age  he  was  accustomed  to  look  after 
the  birds.  In  1898  his  parents  removed  to  Japan, 
and  he  went  with  them,  but  three  years  later 
through  ill-health  had  to  return  to  California,  where 
he  took  up  horse-breeding  on  a  ranch  near  the 
great  poultry  centre,  Petaluma.  Poultry  were  kept, 
but  not  on  a  systematic  basis.  He  again  was 
called  to  Japan  through  the  illness  of  his  mother, 
and    when    in    Asia    travelled    extensively  through 


536 


THE   ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD, 


September,  1911. 


China,  Formosa,  and  the  Philippine  Islands.  It 
was  in  the  last-named  that  he  bought  some 
Philippine  game  fowls,  and  was  soon  in  full  swing 
with  poultry  once  more. 


and  American  poultry  papers.  Our  contemporary, 
Poultry,  which  claims  to  have  "  discovered  "  Mr. 
Rice's  talents  in  poultry  journalism,  recently  gave 
some  particulars  of  his  career. 

Mr.  Rice  had  some  experience  with  Golden  Pen- 
cilled Hamburghs  in  the  'seventies,  and  in  the 
'eighties  with  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks.  He  has 
now  very  little  time  to  spare,  we  imagine,  since 
he  travels  over  20,000  miles  a  year,  so  that  the 
poultry -breeding  has  been  lately  left  in  the  capable 
hands  of  Mrs.  Rice;  and  events  have  demonstrated 
that  his  "  better  half  "  has  not  neglected  her  work. 
One  of  the  present  attractions  of  Haylands'  Fartn 
is  "  John  Willie,"  a  remarkably  good -coloured  White 
Orpington,  bred  and  reared  there,  who  has  gained 
many  prizes  in  open  competition  at  the  Dairy, 
Palace,  Ayr,  Aberdeen,  Royal  Counties,  and  other 
shows.  With  the  variety  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice  have 
gained  the  premier  award  at  Chelmsford  for  the 
past  three  years,  at  Hadleigh,  and  the  Grand  United 
Metropolitan  shows  for  two  years,  and  many  other 
first  and  special  prizes.  Nor  is  this  the  only  breed, 
since  they  have  been  very  successful  with  Black 
and  Buff  Orpingtons,  White  Wyandottes,  Rosecomb 
Rocks — their  own  very  much  debated  sub -variety — 
and  Silkies,  while  among  more  recent  varieties  they 
have  taken  in  hand  may  be  mentioned  Blue  Or- 
pingtons, Red  Wyandottes,  and  Black  La  Bresse. 

Mr.  Rice  has  taken  a  very  decided  line  on  many 
questions  of  the  day,  but  he  has  not  made  a  single 
enemy.  He  has  written  much  verse,  some  of  which 
he  has  published  in  a  booklet  called  "  Poultry 
Types,"  an  excellent  little  collection  and  well  worth 
reading. 


MR.    GEORGE    R.  CHIPMAN. 

Going  back  to  x^merica,  Mr.  Chipman  found 
great  strides  had  been  made  during  his  absenc,  and 
he  devoted  a  year  to  the  study  of  the  new  methods, 
intending  to  settle  in  the  Southern  States  ;  but  coming 
to  England  to  be  married,  he  was  so  charmed' 
with  the  Old  Country  that  he  decided  to  remain, 
and  to  attempt  the  combination  of  exhibition  and 
utility,  as  he  is  firmly  convinced  that  the  two  should 
be  closely  affiliated.  The  results  of  his  effortis 
everyone  will  follow  with  interest.  Hitherto  the 
two  have  not  been  found  compatible,  at  least,  in 
the  majority  of  breeds.  The  foundation  of  his 
stock  has  been  laid  by  some  of  the  best  specimens 
obtainable   in   this   country   and  America. 


MR.  WILLIAM  RICE. 

]\ /r  R.  RICE  has  been  for  thirty  years  connected 
with  the  publishing  and  advertising  depart- 
ments of  the  Journal  of  Educaiioii;  but,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  together  with  Mrs.  Rice,  he  runs  a 
highly  successful  poultry-farm  at  Rettendon  Common. 
He  is  vice-president  of  the  Poultry  Club;  while  he 
is  a  regular  and  valued  contributor  to  the  English 


MR.    WILLIAM  RICE. 
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PREPARING   FOR  THE  SHOW-PEN. 

By  GlORGE  SCOTT. 

''T^HE  time  is  at  hand  when  the  show  season 
A  commences  in  real  earnest,  and  from  now 
to  the  end  of  the  year  the  exhibitor  will  be  well 
employed  in  keeping  his  show  specimens  in  that 
state  of  physical  fitness  which  is  so  essential  in 
order  to  compete  successfully  with  other  speci- 
mens. 

Generally  speaking,  the  amateur  does  not 
thoroughly  recognise  what  preparation  for  ex- 
hibition really  means.  It  is  not  sufficient,  as  the 
uninitiated  think,  to  pick  up  a  bird  a  few  days- 
before  the  date  of  the  show  and  clap  it  into  a 
coop  or  training -pen,  with  the  expectation  that  it 
will  appear  on  the  day  of  the  exhibition  in  that 
condition  of  well-groomed  immaculateness  which 
marks  the  representatives  of  the  professional  ex- 
hibitor's yard.  Such  a  course  is  sometimes  success- 
ful— when  the  show  is  one  of  only  local  importance, 
or  where  the  entries  in  the  class  are  so  few  that 
every  exhibit  gains  a  prize — but  one  cannot  expect 
such  strokes  of  luck  to  fall  to  one's  lot  man}^ 
times  running,  and  one  soon  tires  of  showing  when 
other  people  are  annexing  all  the  prizes. 

Preparation  for  show,  as  the  professional  ex- 
hibitor understands  and  practises  it,  starts  long 
before  a  bird  reaches  the  age  and  size  when  it  can 
grace  the  show -pen  with  any  prospects  of  success. 
The  confinement  in  the  training -pen,  and  the  wash- 
ing and  legitimate  trimming  immediately  before 
the  show,  are  but  the  final  touches,  the  polishing, 
as  it  were,  of  the  bird,  which  for  months  past  has 
been  specially  cared  for  and  prepared  by  a  master 
craftsman. 

Sun,  wind,  and  rain  have  their  eft'ects  on  the 
plumage  of  young  and  old  stock,  and  once  this  gets 
weathered  there  is  no  remedy  until  the  natural 
moult  provides  a  fresh  covering.  The  novice  is 
apt  to  think  that  only  the  light  and  apparently 
delicate  colours,  such  as  white  and  buff,  suffer 
through  exposure  to  sun  and  rain  ;  but  while  birds 
of  these  hues  are  certainly  affected  to  a  greater 
extent  than  those  of  more  subdued  tint,  the  feather- 
ing of  all  breeds  and  varieties  suft'ers  more  or  less 
through  exposure.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the 
professional  selects  his  most  promising  youngsters 
and  places  them  in  large  scratching -sheds,  to  the 
confines  of  which  they  are  restricted  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  when  the  heat  of  the  sun  is  to  be 
feared,  and  at  such  times  as  the  weather  is  unpro- 
pitious.  Some  fanciers,  however,  are  so  favourably 
situated  as  to  be  able,  to  a  large  extent,  to  dispense 
with  these  artificial  methods  of  providing  shade; 
Large  overhanging  trees  or  bushy  shrubs  provide 
abundance  of  shelter  from  the  burning  rays  of  the 
sun;  and,  where  circumstances  permit  the  utilisa- 
tion of  such  natural  resources,  the  most  promising 
birds  should  be  penned  where  the  vegetation  is 
profuse. 

Condition  plays  an  important  part,  and  many  are 
the  instances  where  a  good  bird  has  had  its  qualifica- 
tions so  severely  discounted  through  its  deshabille 
as  to  be  beaten  "by  another  bird  intrinsically  of 
inferior  merit.  In  these  modern  days  of  showing, 
competition  is  very,  very  keen  ;  and,  at  many  of 
the  large  shows,  there  is  not  much  to  choose  in  the 
several  birds  which  get  into  the  money.     The  pro'- 


fessional,  being  perfectly  familiar  with  and 
thoroughly  grasping  this  keenness  of  competition, 
lets  no  detail — however  trivial  such  may  appear  to 
the  tyro — be  overlooked,  for  he  knows  well  that  a 
single  neglected  point  may  make  all  the  difference 
between  a  consolation  award  and  a  first  prize.  A 
specimen  that  has  been  badly  washed,  one  with 
legs  that  have  not  been  thoroughly  cleansed,  or 
with  stained  plumage,  stands  no  chance  when  the 
big  exhibitor  is  on  the  warpath — and  few  shows, 
however  small,  are  there  to  -day  at  which  the  much  - 
abused  deck -sweeper  does  not  put  in  an  appearance - 

A  thin  bird  stands  little  chance  in  the  exhibition - 
pen,  and  although  overfatness  is  a  condition  to  be 
avoided,  it  is  better  to  err  on  this  side  a  little  than 
have  the  bird  too  lean.  The  evils  of  overfeeding 
have  been  so  thoroughly  drilled  into  the  novice 
during  recent  years  that  he  often  carries  the  pre- 
cepts too  far  and  one  sometimes  sees  birds  penned 
which  are  lean  to  the  verge  of  attenuation. 

During  the  month  preceding  the  show  the  birds 
should  be  fed  generously.  Stewed  linseed,  or  lin- 
seed meal,  mixed  in  the  soft  food,  should  be  given 
occasionally  as  this  has  the  effect  of  heightening  the 
sheen  on  the  feathers — a  point  of  no  little  impor- 
tance. Milk  is  an  excellent  conditioner  and  should 
be  given  in  place  of  water. 

The  birds  intended  for  exhibition  having  been 
reared  with  every  care  and  got  into  good  condition, 
they  must  be  placed  in  training  -  pens  or,  failing 
these,  small  coops  with  latticed  or  wire -netted 
fronts,  for  about  a  fortnight  prior  to  the  show. 
Although  these  pens  or  coops  are  termed  small, 
they  should  not  be  of  such  meagre  dimensions  as  to 
prevent  the  occupants  from  moving  with  freedom. 
Much  depends  on  the  particular  fowls  to  be  con- 
fined, but  from  two  feet  to  two  and  a  half  feet 
square  is  a  convenient  size  for  the  pens.  Those 
who  show  extensively  have  special  buildings  fitted 
up  with  training -pens,  but  the  occasional  exhibitor 
will  find  that  a  couple  of  pens  fixed  in  an  out- 
building or  in  a  disused  poultry -house  will  suffice 
to  meet  his  requirements. 

The  objects  of  such  strict  confinement  are  to- 
get  each  bird  used  to  the  exhibition -pen  and  to 
render  it  familiar  with  the  judging  stick,  so  that  it 
will  not  fly  against  the  wires  when  the  judge  gently 
prods  it  through  the  bars.  The  novice  at  showing 
does  not  sufficiently  realise  the  importance  of  having 
his  exhibit  perfectly  tame  and  properly  trained. 
A  bird  which  has  never  seen  the  interior  of  a  train- 
ing-pen before  will,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
cower  in  the  corner  furthest  from  the  front,  and  in 
such  a  position  it  compares  most  unfavourably  with 
the  car-efuUy -trained  bird  which  stands  well  to 
the  front  with  proud  and  fearless  mien.  Judges 
are  only  human  and  are  apt  to  pass  an  exhibit 
which  flies  ,about  the  pen  on  an  attempt  being  made 
to  examine  it  more  closely.  Individual  specimens 
vary  considerably  in  their  tamability,  but  even 
the  wildest  can  be  subdued  by  the  exercise  of  a 
little  perseverance.  As  a  rule,  fowls  can  be  ren- 
dered docile  without  recourse  to  confinement  in 
the  training- pen,  if  they  are  taken  in  hand 
while  young  and  are  not  frightened  in  any  way. 
In  the  training -pen,  however,  the  matter  is  a  sirnple 
one.  Handle  the  bird  frequently,  stroking  it  gently 
with  the  hand.  Stand  in  front  of  the  pen  and 
feed  it  v  ith  meat  and  other  tit -bits  from  the  hand  : 
and,  after  the  first  few  times,  the  fowl  on  seeing 
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you  enter  the  building  will  come  to  the  front  _  in 
expectation.  On  all  such  occasions  stroke  the  bird 
gently  with  the  judging  stick. 

When  all  else  fails,  washing,  that  operation 
which,  in  the  case  of  all  birds  that  readily  show  the 
dirt,  is  a  necessary  adjunct  to  showing,  will 
effectually  tame  the  wildest  bird.  It  is  useless 
to  disguise  the  fact  that  the  washing  of  a  fowl, 
when  one  is  new  to  the  job,  is  a  difficult  task— 
tliat  is,  to  perform  it  successfully.  If  you  bungle 
the  thing,  the  bird  will  look  worse  when  finished 
than  it  did  before.  For  this  reason  it  is  always 
advisable  to  wash  the  birds  several  days  before 
the  show.  In  any  case  the  operation  should  be 
performed  three  days  before  so  that  the  feathers 
can  get  thoroughly  dry  and  web  properly  before 
the  judge  is  faced  ;  but  the  inexperienced  should 
do  it  a  week  in  advance.  It  is  quite  within  the 
bounds  of  probability  that  the  tyro  will  make  a 
hash  of  it  and  have  to  wash  the  bird  over  again— 
hence  the  advisability  of  giving  oneself  plenty  of 
time. 

The  washing  should  be  done  before  a  good 
fii-e_the  kitchen  hearth  is  an  excellent  spot.  Three 
bowls  should  be  procured,  one  containing  water 
heated  to  a  temperature  which  can  just  be  borne 
with  comfort  by  the  naked  hand,  one  containing 
warm'  water,  and  the  third  cold  water,  in  which 
for  white  fowls  a  little  blue  powder  has  been 
dissolved.  In  the  first  vessel  make  a  lather  with 
soap,  white  for  preference,  and  into  the  solution 
immerse  the  fowl  bodily,  working  the  soap  and 
water  into  the  plumage  to  the  skin.  Let  the 
feathers  get  thoroughly  soaked  and  softened,  and 
then  rub  the  soap  into  them,  taking  care  to  rub  the 
riglit  way.  Having  got  the  soap  thoroughly  in- 
corporated with  the  plumage  the  next  thing  is  to 
get  it  out  again.  Herein  lies  the  use  of  the  second 
bowl.  Immerse  the  fowl  in  this  as  before  and 
soak  the  feathers  until  you  are  confident  that 
every  particle  of  soap  has  been  removed.  Assured 
that  all  the  soap  has  been  removed,  give  the  bird 
a  final  rinse  in  the  blued  water,  and  the  actual 
washing  is  completed . 

Take  a  soft  towel,  previously  warmed  before 
the  fire,  and  rub  the  fowl  until  you  have  removed 
as  much  of  the  moisture  as  possible,  always  rubbing 
the  way  the  feathers  lie.  Finally,  place  the  bird 
in  an  unlined  open-work  basket,  which  allows 
plenty  of  room  for  it  to  turn  round  without  dis- 
arranging its  plumage,  and  leave  it  before  the  fire 
until  morning— not  too  near  or  the  feathers  will  be 
scorched— when  it  will  be  thoroughly  dry  and,  if  the 
washing  has  been  a  success,  clean  to  a  degree. 

In  the  case  of  black  or  other  dark -coloured 
birds,  where  to  wash  the  plumage  would  be  super- 
fluous, the  legs,  comb  and  face  are  the  only  parts 
which  require  washing.  Yellow  or  white  legs  espe- 
cially are  a  source  of  some  trouble,  as  to  remove  the 
dirt  which  has  found  its  way  underneath  the  scales 
needs  the  expenditure  of  both  time  and  care.  It 
is  best  to  grease  the  legs  well  a  week  or  two  before 
washing  and  to  scrub  them  with  soap  and  water 
at  least  twice,  the  final  scrubbing  taking  place 
immediately  before  dispatching  to  the  show.  The 
comb,  face  and  wattles  should  be  washed  carefully 
with  warm  water  and  thoroughly  dried. 

A  rub  down  with  a  soft  silk  handkerchief  is 
all  that  is  now  required  before  placing  the  bird 
in  the  exhibition  hamper. 


THE  IRISH  TABLE  DUCK  INDUSTRY. 

IWTR.  PERCY  A.  FRANCIS  contributes  an  in- 
-'-'J-  teresting  and  valuable  article  to  the  Journai 
of  the  Irish  Depart?nent  of  Agriculture ,  some  por- 
tions of  whicli  we  reproduce,  and  by  courtesy  we  are 
able  to  give  the  illustrations  which  accompany  it. 
He  says  tlie  number  of  ducks  in  Ireland  in  1910  is 
given  in  the  official  returns  as  3,3  67,578,  sliowing 
an  increase  since  1904  of  468,793,  or  16  per  cent. 
Tliis  increase  is  composed  largely  of  ducks  of  the 
Indian  Runner  type,  which  though  excellent  for 
laying  purposes  are  too  small  to  be  first-class 
table  birds.  Ducks  are  kept,  however,  almost 
entirely  for  egg -production  over  the  greater  part  of 
Ireland,  with  the  exception  of  some  districts  in  the 
east  and  north,  and  the  development  of  tliis  branch 
of  the  industry  lias  brought  very  considerable  bene- 
fits to  Irish  producers.  On  the  other  hand  this 
development  has  led  to  large  quantities  of  surplus 
birds — which  are  frequently  only  a  bye -product  in 
the  maintenance  of  flocks  of  layers — being  put  upon 
local  markets  irrespective  of  demand  or  price  ;  and, 
as  attempts  are  seldom  made  to  fatten  these  birds 
before  selling  tliem,  the  prices  realised  a-re  naturally 
not  high.  Such  birds  are  usually  cast  bff  stock 
birds  of  indefinite  age  or  tough  nondescripts  past 
their  first  youth,  with  muscles  prematurely  hardened 
by  a  ceaseless  hunt  for  food.  The  writer  well 
remembers  once  buying  some  birds  of  this  descrip  - 
tion,  apparently  five  or  six  months  old,  at  Is.  each. 
Closer  acquaintance,  however,  proved  unsatisfactory 
and  further  purchases  of  that  kind  were  carefully 
avoided.  Large  numbers  of  such  birds  are  sold 
annually  in  some  districts  from  lOd.  to  Is.  3d. 
each,  and  the  supply  appears  to  be  increasing  in 
several  markets,  though  it  is  highly  improbable  that 
any  profit  can  accrue  to  the  producer  at  such  prices. 
Unfortunately,  too,  buyers  in  some  districts  will 
only  give  the  same  low  price  whether  the  duck  is 
good  or  bad — apparently  because  a  trade  in  ducks 
of  inferior  quality  has  been  developed.  Conse- 
quently no  continued  efforts  are  made  to  produce 
a  better -class  bird,  or  to  build  up  a  more  profitable 
trade.  Such  a  condition  of  things  can  scarcely 
be  considered  economic,  either  as  regards  individual 
profit  or  national  prosperity. 

There  are  districts,  however,  such  as  Dundalk, 
Drogheda,  Ardee,  Carrickmacross,  Kingscourt, 
Lurgan,  Portadown,  Limavady,  and  Londonderry, 
wliere  more  attention  is  paid  to  the  production  of 
better -class  table  ducklings,  and  in  several  of  these 
districts  all  the  broody  hens  obtainable  early  in  the 
season  are  used  for  hatching  duck  eggs.  The 
industry  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  small  farmers 
and  cottagers  and  a  fairly  typical  home  of  a  duck- 
rearer  in  Co.  Louth  is  shown  on  next  page.  This 
year  the  birds  reared  and  sold  and  the  prices 
obtained  for  them  by  this  rearer  were  as  follows : 

s.  d. 

April     1,  3  0  ducklings  at  2  6  each. 

21,  16        ,,       .  .at  2  3  ,, 

May      4,  15         „  at  2  3  „ 

10,  12        „         at  2  0 

June    10.  20        ,,         at  1  8  ,, 

All  the  birds  were  sold  to  a  local  "  higgler," 
but  the  rearer  states  that  in  previous  years  3s.  and 
3s.  6d.  each  was  obtained  for  the  earliest  birds. 

The   large   shippers   in   these   districts  complain, 
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however,  that  the  continued  use  of  late  years  of 
Indian  Runner  ducks  without  sufficient  admixture  of 
Aylesbury  blood,  has  caused  considerable  deteriora- 
tion in  the  general  quality  of  the  ducklings  mar- 
keted. One  shipper,  who  sends  from  20,000  to 
30,000  ducklings  annually  to  the  Liverpool  district, 
states  that  he  has  been  asked  by  his  customers  to 
sell  the  "  white  "  ducklings  separately,  but  that  he 
could  not  comply  with  this  request  as  he  would  find 
it  difficult  to  dispose  of  the  inferior  (coloured) 
birds  alone.  Practically  all  the  large  shippers  state 
that  they  cannot  get  nearly  enough  ducklings  of 
suitable  quality  early  in  the  season  ;  that  the  demand 
for  really  good  ducklings  is  always  keen,  and  the 
supply  always  short  ;  and  that  too  many  birds  of 
inferior  quality  are  brought  to  market. 

After  dealing  with  the  duckling  trade  in  the 
Aylesbury  district,  and  showing  the  extent  of  the 
demand,  together  with  prices  obtainable,  he  states  : 
The  industry  seems  particularly  suited  to  poultry - 
keepers  in  Ireland.  The  market  is  comparatively 
close  at  hand  ;  the  climate  is  very  suitable  ;  oats, 
potatoes,  and  milk — excellent  foods  when  properly 
used,  for  fattening  ducklings — are  home  products  ; 
tallow  greaves  are  produced  in  Ireland,  and  can 
be  purchased  at  a  moderate  price,  whilst  other  flesh 
foods  can  be  obtained  without  much  difficulty. 
Ducklings,  too,  are  hardy,  and  subject  to  few 
diseases  ;  they  are  easier  to  rear  than  chickens  or 
turkeys,  and  require  much  less  space  ;  whilst  as 
they  should  be  marketed  when  from  eight  to  ten 
weeks  old,  the  cash  returns  are  quick.  The  rearing 
of  table  ducklings  need  not  interfere  to  any  extent 
with  the  present  production  of  duck  eggs  unless 
desired.  The  two  branches  of  duck  keeping  can  go 
on  side  by  side,  egg -production  'being  supplemented 
by  table -duck  rearing.  It  is  not  necessary  in  every 
case  to  keep  a  breeding  'flock  of  pure -bred  table 
ducks,  as  quite  good  ducklings  can  be  produce^d 
from  Indian  Runner  ducks  provided  they  are  pro- 
perly mated  with  drakes  of  a  table  breed  ;  but  of 
course  if  it  is  desired  to  rear  table  ducklings 
of  tKe  finest  quality  only  the  proper  table  breeds 
should  be  used.  Much  will  depend,  however,  upon 
the  methods  adopted,  and  persons  who  may  be 
contemplating  the  fattening  of  large  quantities  of 
ducklings  are  advised  to  put  themselves  in  touch 
with  likely  buyers  before  commencing  operations, 
and  to  gain  definite  information  regarding  the  mar- 
kets they  intend  to  supply.  A  careful  study  should 
also  be  made  of  the  best  methods  of  rearing  and 
fattening.  Generally  speaking  the  principal  aim 
should  be  to  produce,  especially  early  in  the  year, 
well  fattened  ducklings  of  good  quality,  weighing 
from  4lb.  to  5|lb.  each  when  from  eight  to  ten 
weeks  old. 

With  a  view  to  improving  the  quality  of  table 
ducklings  produced  in  Ireland,  the  Department,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Co.  Armagh  Committee  of 
Agriculture,  established  last  year,  as  an  experiment, 
two  Aylesbury  duck  centres  near  Lurgan  and  Porta - 
down.  At  each  of  these  centres  the  station -keeper 
purchased  thirty  selected  Aylesbury  ducks  and  the 
necessary  number  of  drakes,  and  erected  suitable 
houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  birds.  In 
order  to  earn  a  premium  of  £5,  each  station -keeper 
was  asked  to  sell  sixty  dozens  of  eggs  for  hatching 
purposes  at  2s.  per  dozen  between  January  1st 
and  May  31st  to  residents  in  Co.  Armagh.  The 
stations    sold    73    to    75    dozens     respectively  as 


sjDecified,  besides  selling  other  sittings  outside  the 
county.  Tlie  demand  for  eggs  in  the  early  seasoa 
was  keen — often  exceeding  the  supply — and  the  per- 
centage of  fertile  eggs  was  generally  high.  Some: 
ducklings  reared  from  these  eggs  were  sold  to  local 
shippers  in  May  and  June  at  2s.  6d.  to  2s.  lOd.  per 
bird,  and  weighed  over  5lb.  each  at  nine  weeks 
old,  whilst  other  ducklings  are  being  kept  for  stock 
purposes,  and  it  is  hoped  will  be  used  for  pro  - 
ducing  table  ducklings,  either  pure  or  crossbred, 
next  year. 

In  addition  to  these  special  stations  a  limited 
number  of  ducks  of  table  breeds  have  been  kept  at 
some  of  the  Department's  ordinary  egg  distributing 
stations  since  the  commencement  of  the  Depart- 
ment's Poultry  Scheme.  At  present  eggs  from 
Aylesbury,  Pekin,  or  'Rouen  ducks  are  distributed 
from  tnirty -three  stations  situated  in  the  following 
counties  :  ArmagA,  Cavan,  'Donegal,  Down,  Kildare. 
King's  Co.,  Londonderry,  Meath,  Tipperary,  Water- 
ford,  Westmeath,  Wexford,  and  Wicklow. 

Upon  the  question  of  feeding  some  useful  sugges- 
tions are  made  as  follows  :  In  order  to  obtain  a 
satisfactory  number  of  fertile  eggs  the  stock  ducks 
must  be  given  greenstuffs  and  animal  food  regularly, 
except  during  the  summer  months,  'when  the  birds,  if 
given  constant  access  to  a  suitable  run,  will  procure 
these  essential  foods  for  themselves.  Turnips,  cab- 
bage, and  early-cut  clover  hay  are  excellent  greensfuft's 
for  ducks.  The  clover  Aay  requires  to  be  cut  into 
short  chaff  and  steeped  for  about  twelve  hours 
in  hot  water  before  use  ;  the  turnips  should  be 
cooked  and  mashed  ;  wliilst  the  cabbage  may  be 
eitlier  cooked  or  chopped  up  finely  and  fed  raw.. 
A  form  of  animal  food,  which,  as  a  rule,  is  easily 
obtainable,  is  the  refuse — ^especially  blood — from 
butchers'  shops  and  slaughter  houses.  It  happens 
sometimes,  too,  that  an  animal  is  slaughtered  on  the 
farm,  and — provided,  of  course,  there  is  no  in  - 
fectious  disease  in  the  carcase — the  blood  arid  offal 
should  be  saved  for  the  ducks.  All  such  material 
must  be  thoroughly  cooked  and  minced  before  use 
and  fed  as  fresh  as  possible.  Tallow  greaves  are 
also  obtainable  in  Ireland  at  a  moderate  price.- 
The  ducks'  rations  should  consist  almost  entirely 
of  soft,  mixed  foods,  thougli  an  occasional  feed 
of  grain  may  be  given.  The  mixture  used  should 
vary  according  to  the  time  of  the  year,  and  below  is 
given  a  list  of  suitable  rations  for  the  different 
periods.  Any  changes  in  diet  sliould  be  made 
gradually,  and  the  effect  on  the  birds  noted. 
This  specially  applies  to  animal  food,  which,  if 
given  suddenly  in  large  quantities,  is  liable  to  cause 
severe  diarrhoea.  The  ducks  may  be  fed  twice 
each  day,  morning  and  evening  ;  but  it  is  important 
to  give  only  as  much  food  at  each  meal  as  the 
birds  readily  clear  up.  The  morning  meal  should 
be  scanty,  so  as  to  induce  the  ducks  to  take  exercise 
in  seeking  food  for  themselves,  since  fat  ducks 
are  lazy,  lay  badly,  and  their  eggs  are  usually 
infertile.  It  is  advisable  to  feed  in  long  troughs 
covered  witli  movable  wooden  cages  in  order  to^ 
prev!ent  trampling  on  tlie  food,  and  it  is  most 
important  to  keep  such  feeding  vessels  sweet  and 
clean. 

The  ducks  require  access  at  all  times  to  grit  and 
lime.  A  load  of  screenings  from  a  stone  crushing 
machine,  or  of  gravel  from  a  river  bed  or  gravel 
pit,  will  provide  sufficient  grit  for  a  long  period. 
The  bulk  of  this  material  should  be  about  the  size- 
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of  split  peas  or  small  Indian  corn,  but  the  presence 
of  some  finer  stuff  like  sand  is  advantageous. 
Crushed  oyster  shells  provide  lime  in  a  good  form, 
and  can  be  purchased  in  most  country  towns. 

Ration  I, 

For  N ove7nber  \st  to  January  \si . 

5  parts  *"  Oat  Smash." 

5  „  Fine  Sharps  or  Pollard. 

2  „  Bran. 

3  ,,  Indian  Meal. 

1     ,,      Cooked  Anim.al  Food. 


Ration  IV. 

For  June  Isl  lo  November  \st . 

5  parts  *"  Oat  Smash." 

5     „       Fine  Sharps  or  Pollard. 

5     „  Bran. 

The  parts  given  are  by  weight  and  not  by  volume. 
If,  however,  the  quantities  are  carefully  weighed  a 
few  times  sufficient  accuracy  in  judging  the  proper 
amounts  will  probably  be  gained  and  constant 
weighing  prove  unnecessary.  The  dry  portions  of 
the  ration  should  be  mixed  first,  and  if  desired  a 


DUNDALK    DUCK   MARKET,    JUNE    19,  1911. 


Ration  1 1 . 

For  January  1st  to  April  1st. 

5  parts  *"  Oat  Smash." 

5  „  Fine  Sharps  or  Pollard. 

5  „  Indian  Meal. 

2  „  Cooked   Animal  Food. 

Ration  III. 

For  April  1st  to  June  1st. 

5  parts  *"  Oat  Smash.' 

5     „      Fine  Sharps  or  Pollard. 

3  ,.  Bran. 

2     „       Indian  Meal. 

1     ,,       Cooked  Animal  Food. 


fairly  large  quantity  can  be  stored  in  one  receptacle 
ready  for  use.  The  greenstuff  and  animal  food 
should  be  added  to  the  dry  mixture,  together  with 
sufficient  liquid  to  form,  after  thorough  stirring,  a 
crumbly,  but  not  sloppy  mass.  It  is  better  to 
prepare  at  one  time  only  sufficient  for  one  day's  use. 
The  greenstuffs  may  be  varied  as  frequently  as 
possible,  and,  if  desired,  cooked  potatoes  may 
occasionally  be  added.  Only  good  sound  meals 
should  ever  be  used,  and  the  "  oat  smash  "  should 
be  ground  as  finely  as  possible. 

The  following  rations  are  recommended  for  the 
final  stages  of  fattening  : 

The    following    dietary   is   given   merely    as  an 

*^  "  Oat  Sm.-ish  "  refers  to  oats  coarsely  ground  in  ordinary  country  mills 
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example  of  a  suitable  system  of  feeding  tlie 
ducklings,  and  it  must  not  be  inferred  thiat  rigid 
adherence  to  these  rations  is  necessary  for  success. 

Ration  I. 
First  Week. 
1  part  Ground  Oats  or  fine  Oatmeal. 
1     „       Fine  Sharps. 
1     „  Bran. 
Mix  with  milk  and  feed  four  times  per  day. 

Ration  II. 
Second  Week. 
5  parts  Ground  Oats  or  fine  Oatmeal. 
5     „       Fine  Sharps. 


Ration  IV. 

Fourth  Week  and  until  Killing. 

5  parts  "  Oat  Smash." 

5     ,,  Pollard  or  Sharps. 

5     ,,  Bran. 

2     „  Animal  Food. 

Mix  witli  cooked  potatoes  and  feed  four  times  per 
day  until  the  fifth  week  ;  afterwards  thrice  daily. 

All  foods  must  be  mixed  into  a  crumbly — not 
sloppy — condition,  and  given  fresh.  Milk  may  be 
used  wlienever  available,  and  after  the  second  week, 
in  any  form. 


A   SHIPPER'S    PURCHAStS    ABOUT    TO    LEAVE    ARDEE    MARKET,   JUNE    20,  1911. 


5  parts  Bran. 

1     „      Animal  Food. 

Mix  with  milk  or  water  and  feed  four  times  per 
day. 

Ration  III. 

Third  Week . 

5  parts  Ground  Oats  or  "  Oat  Smash." 

5     „  Pollard  or  Sharps. 

5     ,,  Bran. 

1     „  Animal  Food. 

Mix  with  j;Doked  potatoes  and  feed  four  times  per 
day.  i  ' 


PouItryBreeding  in  Nigeria. 

Our  Lagos  correspondent  informs  us  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  make  an  attempt 
to  improve  the  breed  of  the  native  fowls  in 
Southern  Nigeria  by  the  introduction  of  English 
birds,  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture  is  arranging 
for  the  purchase  of  a  large  number  of  cockerels, 
which  will  be  disposed  of  to  the  public  at  cost 
price,  a  few  being  retained  by  the  Agricultural 
Department  to  be  kept  under  control  so  that  the 
results  of  the  experiment,  under  the  most  advan- 
tageous conditions,  may  be  ascertained  and 
recorded. 
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THE   FINAL  CHOICE  OF  STOCK. 

A  LTHOUGH  it  is  necessary  to  the  attainment 
of  the  highest  possible  success  that  the  breeder 
should  bear  in  mind  the  special  requirements  of 
his  production  and  the  final  selection  of  his  grow- 
ing birds  for  that  purpose,  and  should  in  coin- 
sequence  cultivate  a  habit  of  constant  observation 
— mentally  selecting  and  rejecting  throughout  the 
rearing  period — there  is  no  doubt  that  the  com- 
moner practice  is  to  defer  all  such  considerations 
until  the  approach  of  mating  and  the  making -up  of 
breeding-  and  laying -pens  forces  attention  tO'  a  pro- 
cess of  primary  importance.  Those  who  adhere 
to  yet  older  methods,  and  they  form  a  by  no  means 
insignificant  proportion  in  relation  to  the  whole,, 
are  even  more  reckless  in  that  they  frequently 
dispose  of  all  their  best -grown  birds  as  they  attain 
saleable  age,  and  are  left  with  an  insufficient  re- 
mainder of  more  or  less  inferior  fowls  or  birds 
hatched  out  of  due  season  from  which  to  renew 
their  stock — any  such  course  resulting  in  inevitable 
decadence,  a  process  that  is  only  prolonged  ac- 
cording to  the  measure  of  sheer  luck. 

.  In  order  to  rise  superior  to  mere  mediocrity  of 
production,  with  the  danger  of  a  still  further 
descent  to  inferiority,  luck  must  give  place  to 
the  nearest  approach  to  certainty  that  present  know- 
ledge can  assure,  and  choice  must,  as  far  as  may 
be,  overrule  chance.  The  choice  of  stock  upon 
which  the  future  character  of  production  depends 
must  at  this  period  of  the  year  be  final  and 
absolute,  at  any  rate,  as  far  as  concerns  the  general 
purposes  of  the  average  commercial  producer. 
That  choice  is  usually  more  or  less  limited  to  the 
material  that  previous  management  has  rendered 
available,  being  narrow  or  wide — as  well  as  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent  according  to  the  perspicacity 
of  the  individual,  who,  except  in  so  far  as  the 
necessity  arises  to  depend  upon  the  skill  and  judg- 
ment of  other  breeders  for  the  possible  selection 
of  "  fresh  blood,"  is  now  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  must  stand  or  fall  in  the  future 
by  his  past  work  as  a  breeder  and  his  present 
discrimination  as  a  selector.  The  choice  demands 
the  ability  to  distinguish  clearly,  both  by  the  eye 
and  the  understanding. 

Although  the  understanding  must  operate  promi- 
nently in  the  selection  of  laying  stock,  to  the  extent 
that  an  exact  knowledge  of  pedigree  and  the  records 
of  strain  possess  a  particular  significance,  it  should 
be  clearly  realised  that  according  to  the  evidence 
at  present  available  there  is  no  promise  of 
uniformity  or  permanence  in  the  revelation  of  the 
trap -nest.  The  descendants  of  the  record-breaker 
must  individually  be  tested  for  proof  or  disproof 
of  heredity  in  this  quality.  Enthusiasm  for  strain 
is  only  legitimate  in  so  far  as  it  admits  the 
limitations  of  imperfect  knowledge,  but  when  it  is 
blind  to  obvious  defects  it  becomes  misleading 
to  the  uninitiated,  and  the  old  story  of  the  sightless 
and  those  without  sight  is  in  danger  of  disastrous 
repetition.  The  trap -nest  has  enforced  more  than 
one  lesson  bearing  upon  the  important  subject  of 
selection,  but  in  the  glamour  of  the  highest  score 
we  are  apt  to  overlook  the  significance  of  the 
lowest,  and  very  generally  forget  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  average  of  a  strain.  Attention 
has  been  directed  to  this  very  point  in  recent 
contributions  dealing  with  laying  competitions, 
wherein   mistakes   in   selecting   the    individuals  of 


a  strain  are  suggested  as  the  cause  of  failure  in 
competition — an  argument  that  emphasises  the  un- 
certainty of  this  character.  Choice  must  be  aided 
by  the  eye  as  well  as  the  understanding,  although 
the  fallibility  of  visual  selection  is  well  illustrated 
in  the  before -mentioned  admission,  possessors  of 
trap -nested  strains  failing  on  account  of  an  inability 
to  select  those  that  are  above  the  average  from 
those   that  fall  below. 

Relative  to  externals  and  their  indications  of  fit- 
ness for  the  main  purposes  of  production,  choice 
can  only  be  aided  by  certain  broadly -defined 
principles,  about  which  it  is  scarcely  possible — or 
if  possible  more  or  less  unprofitable — to  do  more 
than  generalise  :  and  this  not  only  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  adequate  description,  but  more 
particularly  because  experience  is  so  much  more 
trustworthy  than  the  attempt  to  see  through  the  eyes 
of  another.  Speaking  generally  and  by  way  of 
example — an  important  one  in  view  of  a  modern 
tendency — it  may  be  said  that  size  and  prolificacy 
are  compatible  to  a  certain  point  ;  but  that  these 
noteworthy  modifications  of  domestication  are  limit - 
able,  so  that  if  an  extreme  be  sought  by  selection 
in  either  direction  the  one  tends  to  destroy  the 
other.  Size  is  incompatible  with  prolificacy,  just 
as  a  forced  production  is  destructive  of  the  pro- 
ducing organism,  and  natural  limits  are  set  to  the 
reproduction  of  the  extremes  developed  under 
domestication.  Large,  heavy  birds  are  out  of  place 
in  the  breeding -pen,  fertility  and  the  mere  pro- 
duction of  eggs  at  all  being  inimically  influenced 
by  excess  of  size  and  weight,  whereas  the  best 
layers  and  the  most  fertile  are  found  among  birds 
of  moderate  build— even  inclining  to  what  some 
modern  standards  would  classify  as  small  ;  a  state- 
ment of  fact  that  must  be  qualified  by  the  note 
that  legitimate  size  is  relative — a  remark  that  is 
necessarily  added  to  prevent  misconception  on  the 
part  of  the  general  reader,  who  may  not  dis  - 
criminate  with  regard  to  types  and  objects. 

A  size  that  the  egg -producer  would  almost  in- 
stinctively reject  may  quite  reasonably  be  sought 
by  the  breeder  of  table -fowls  remembering  that 
for  this  purpose  there  are  also  necessary  limits 
in  view  of  the  influence  of  excess  of  weight  upon 
reproduction,  and  the  desirability  of  perpetuating 
(as  far  as  may  be)  a  suitable  strain.  Excessive 
size  and  weight  in  the  breeding  stock  are  therefore 
generally  undesirable,  but  what  is  required  is  a 
capacity  in  the  progeny  to  acquire  weight  when 
subjected  to  a  special  method  of  feeding  ;  and 
this  is  an  economic  characteristic  which  appertains 
to  some  breeds  more  generally  than  others,  but  is 
more  particularly  developed  in  a  strain  than  is 
fully  realised  by  those  who  have  not  specialised 
in  table -poultry  production.  Choice  is  aided  by 
theory,  but  depends  for  the  greatest  measure  of 
success  upon  direct  practical,  personal  experience 
— and  experience  is  limited  by  the  unknown. 


The  Utility  Poultry  Glub. 

The  hon.  treasurership  of  the  Utility  Poultry  Club 
having  been  resigned  by  Mr.  Suramerhays,  owing 
to  pressure  of  business,  the  work  has  been  taken 
over  temporarily  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Martin,  to  whom 
members  are,  asked  to  remit  their  subscriptions, 
at  79,  Devonshire  Road,  Forest  Hill,  London,  S.E. 
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HOW    TO    ERECT    A    RANGE  OF 
COCKEREL-HOUSES. 

By  A  PRACTICAL  BUILDER. 

"P  RONT   and   side   elevations    (Figs.    2   and  3). 

Plan  {\  section,  Fig.  4)  houses  and  runs 
separate  and  each  built  up  of  sections  screwed 
together.  All  framing  of  ^ia.  by  lin.  batten  covered 
with  either  ^in.  or  |in.  tongued  and  grooved  matching 
or  netting. 

The  Houses. — 10  Sections. — Two  end  sections 
(Fig.  5).  Height  base  to  apex,  4ft.  ;  to  front  edge, 
3ft.  3in.  ;  to  back  edge,  3ft.  6in.  Width  of  frame, 
3ft.  9fin.  ;  width  of  fin.  matching,  4ft.  Corners 
of  framing  halved  (Fig.  22). 

Three  Partitions. — Height  from  base  to  apex, 
3ft.  giin.  ;  to  front  edge,  3ft.  ;  to  back  edge,  3ft. 
3in.  Width  of  frame,  3ft.  9jin.  ;  width  of  Vm. 
matching,  3ft.  lOjin.  Same  shape  as  end  sections 
with  exception  of  2in.  square  slot  at  the  apex 
(Fig.  6). 

Front  Framing  (Fig.  7).— Length,  7ft.  10-J-in.  ; 
height  3ft.  3in.  ;  four  openings,  two  1ft.  9in.  ;  two 
1ft.  9jin.  wide.  Half-way  up  2in.  by  |in.  batten 
'across.  Upper  part  covered  with  wire  netting,  front 
faced  with  ^in.  stuff  to  provide  grooves  for  sliding 
door  (Figs.  8  and  9).  Sliding  door  |in.  matching, 
3in.  by  |in.  battens.  String  from  top  of  door  over 
reel  (Fig.  10)  to  back,-  so  that  house  may  be  easily 
closed  off  from  run. 

Back  Framing  (Fig.  11).— Length,  7ft.  10|in.  ; 
height,  3ft.  6in.  ;  four  openings,  two  1ft.  9in.|, 
two  1ft.  9jin.  Each  opening  fitted  with  door 
covered  with  fin.  matching  (Fig.  12),  and  hinged 
with  lOin:,  cross  garnets  and  provided  with  buttons. 

Floor  (Fig.  13).— Framing  7ft.  8^in.  long,  3ft. 
9iin.  wide,  two  intermediate  lengths,  covered  with 
fin.  boards,  length  7ft.  lO^in.  by  3ft.  lljin.  Slots 
cut  to  allow  for  uprights,  as  shown. 

Roof  (Figs.  14  and  15. — To  make  framing, 
place  floor  on  ground,  fit  on  ends  front  and  back, 
screw  in  place,  and  make  two  pieces  of  frame  to 


fit  inside  and  touch  on  top  ;  on  these  frames  nail 
weather  boards  with  capping  finally  screwed  on  top 
(Fig.  16). 

Perches. — 3in.  by  3in.  quartering,  fitted  into 
slotted  brackets  screwed  on  each  side,  as  shown 
at  Fig.  5. 

The  Runs. — 8  sections. 

TWO  SIDES  (Fig.  17).— 5ft.  llin.  long,  3ft. 
3in.    to    2ft.    6in.    high,    one    middle  upright 
and    one    rail    12in.    up  ;    all    joints  halved. 
Lower    portion    boarded     with    fin.  matching, 
and  upper  part  covered   with  wire  netting. 
Three  Partitions. —  5ft.    lOin.  long,   3ft.  lin. 
to  2ft.  4in.  high,  one  middle  upright,  and  one  rail 
12in.  up'.     Lower  portion  boarded  with  \\Vi.  match- 
ing,  upper   part   covered   with   wire  ne,tting. 

Front  Framing  (Fig.  18).—  7ft.  lOin.  long, 
2ft.  6in.  high,  divided  into  four  parts,  each  1ft.  9in. 
wide.  Each  part  fitted  with  door  2ft.  2in.  high  and 
1ft.  9in.  wide,  boarded  half-way  and  wire  covered 
upper  half  (Fig.  19).  Doors  hinged  with  lOin. 
cross  garnets. 

Back  Frame  (Fig.  20).— 7ft.  lOin.  long,  3ft. 
3in.  high,  one  biiddle  rail. 

Roof  (Fig.  21). — Place  sides  and  ends  together, 
screw  up,  place  in  partitions,  and  then  measure 
inside  space  ;  make  frame  to  fit  with  two  inter- 
mediate rafters,  and  nail  on  weather  boards. 

Runs  either  screwed  or  attached  by  hooks  and 
eyes  to  houses. 


Cost  of  Materials,' 

s. 

d. 

500ft.  run,  2in.  by  lin.  at  3s.  6d.  per  i.o  ... 

17 

6 

%  square  %in.  tongued  and  grooved  match- 

ing at  12s.  6d.  per  square 

9 

6 

Yi  square  V^in.  tongued  and  grooved  match- 

ing at  los.  per  square 

5 

0 

100  square  ft.  weather  hoard  at  4s.  6d.  per 

looft. 

9 

0 

gft.  run  3  by  3  at  l^d.  per  ft.   

I 

0 

Wire  netting 

3 

0 

Screws,  hinges,  &c  

3 

6 

Paint,  limewash,  &c.  ... 

3 

6 

{.2 

12 

a 
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FANCIERS  AND  FANCY  MATTERS. 
By  William  W.  Broomhead. 

M> .  O.  F.  Baies's  Pouliry — A  Hamburgh  Sfiedalisf — 
Old  E)i^lish  Game  Bantams—  Fozvis  Poisotied — 
In  igi2 — The  Game  Show — ''''  Cham^wnshrps" — 
The  Summer  Shoivs — September  Fix!nres — Red 
Orpinofons. 

Mr.  O.  F.  Bates's  Poultry. 

Readers  of  The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record 
who  follow  the  reports  of  the  numerous  poultry 
shows  held  in  this  country — and  more  especially 
those  who  are  keenly  interested  in  Wyandottes  and 
Bantams — cannot  fail  to  have  noticed  that  for  some 
few  years  now  Mr.  O.  F.  Bates  has  been  lalmost 
invincible  in  Gold  and  Silver  Wyandottes,  /and 
certain  breeds  of  Game  and  Variety  Bantams.  At 
most  of  the  principal  exhibitions  of  the  year  one 
can  be  certain  of  finding  some  of  the  Harlow  Court 
birds  on  view  ;  and  if  their  pens  are  not  adorned 
with  the  first  prize  tickets  it  is  the  exception  rather 
than  the  rule.  During  the  past  year  or  two,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Bates  launched  out  in-  another  direction, 
and  Orpingtons  took  his  fancy.  The  Black  was 
the  first  breed  to  be  tried,  but,  although  he  was 
fairly  successful  with  his  chickens  in  the  show- 
pen,  the  variety  did  not  come  up  to  expectations. 
Hence,  like  many  another  fancier,  he  "  went  out 
■of  Black  Orpingtons.  His  latest  fancy,  neverthe- 
less, is  still  in  the  same  breed.  This  season  he 
has  taken  to  the  White,  and,  since  it  has  jDroved 
worthy  of  cultivation,  it  is  almost  certain  that  White 
Orpingtons  have  found  a  permanent  home  at  the 
famous  Harrogate  establishment.  When  in  York- 
shire for  the  recent  Rotherham  Show,  I  took  the 
opportunity  of  visiting  a  few  fanciers,  and  among 
them  I  included  Mr.  Bates.  His  poultry  "  plant  " 
was  a  revelation  to  me,  as  it  has  been  to  others. 
The  whole  establishment  is  well  laid  out,  but  there 
is  none  of  the  "  finery  "  one  expects  to  find  at 
such  a  noted  place.  Everything  is  done  for  the 
comfort  of  the  birds,  and  everything  in  the  way  of 
buildings  and  runs  is  done  on  strictly  utility  lines. 
The  houses  are  large  and  substantial,  but  without 
an  ounce  of  waste,  while  the  grass  runs  are  of 
such  extent  that  the  herbage  is  for  ever  fresh  and 
green.  We  in  the  South  this  summer  have  been 
looking  on  our  scorched  grass  and  longing  for 
rain  to  brighten  the  runs.  Away  in  Yorkshire,  on 
one  of  the  hottest  days  of  this  hot  season,  the 
herbage  was  as  fresh  as  we  get  it  in  the  spring- 
time. The  farm  at  Harlow  Court  is  in  every 
way  an  ideal  one,  and  small  wonder  that  the 
birds  on  it  do  so  well.  The  White  Orpingtons 
I  saw,  among  the  numerous  excellent  fowls  and 
Bantams  there,  were  fit  for  any  competition.  And 
it  is  encouraging  to  the  beginner  to  hear  that  they 
were  bred  from  quite  ordinary  stock,  since  the 
breediBg:-pen  was  got  together  at  no  high  fancy 
prices^  but  at  very  modest  figures.  However,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Bates  holds  a  winning  hand  in 
Whites,  and  fanciers  of  the  variety— it  is  a  par- 
ticularly strong  one  in  the  exhibition  arena  just 
now — will  find  keen  competition  at  the  autumn  and 
winter  shows  this  year. 

A  Hamburgh  Specialist. 

While  at  Rotherham  Show  aforesaid,  I  had  a 
long   chat    with    one   of   the    foremost  Flamburgh 


fanciers  of  to-day,  to  wit,  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickles,  of 
Kayfield  House,  Earby,  Yorks.  He  told  me  that 
he  has  had  an  excellent  season  with  the  chickens, 
and  not  far  short  of  a  thousand  have  been  reared. 
Most  of  them,  some  six  hundred  or  so,  are  Ham  - 
burghs,  and  the  remainder  Gold  and  Silver  Wyan- 
dottes. Chickens  at  Kayfield  House,  it  is  worthy  of 
mention,  are  hatched  and  brought  up  in  the  old  - 
fashioned  way.  "Cluck"  hens  are  the  only  "in- 
cubators "  in  vogue,  and,  except  for  very  late 
birds  and  for  those  youngsters  whose  mothers  prove 
to  be  unreliable,  the  chicks  are  reared  under  hens. 
Artificial  means,  therefore,  are  confined  to  two 
foster-mothers.  Now,  although  I  am  a  believer 
in  "  t'owld  hen,"  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  such 
a  system  "with  a  large  flock  must  entail  a  great 
amount  of  labour,  and,  to  me,  it  is  somewhat  sur- 
prising that  it  is  followed.  However,  Mr.  Pickles 
assured  me  that  he  has  never  had  cause  to  regret 
it,  and  that  it  is  seldom  indeed  he  has  to  rear  his 
birds  in  the  foster-mothers.  The  Hamburgh  is 
not  a  very  popular  breed  nowadays  in  this  country  ; 
it  is  evidently  better  appreciated  abroad,  since  Mr. 
Pickles  informed  me  that  the  bulk  of  his  chickens 
are  going  on  to  the  Continent,  large  orders  from 
Holland,  Belgium,  and  Germany  being  executed,, 
while  an  American  consignment  will  have  to  be 
completed  early  in  October. 

Old  English  Game  Bantams. 

I  see  that  a  'movement  is  forward  to  form  a  club 
for  Spangled  Old  English  Game  Bantams  ;  but  why 
for  one  variety  alone?  Why  not  an  Old  English 
Game  Bantam  Club  ?  There  are  already  in  existence 
two  clubs  for  Old  English  Game  fowls,  but  it  is 
questionable  if  they  cater  at  all  extensively  for  the 
Bantams.  The  fancy  for  the  "wee  yuns  "  is  a 
large  and  increasing  one,  and  the  number  of  fanciers 
keeping  and  exhibiting  them  is  surely  big  enough 
to  get  a  strong  club  going.  Many  advantages 
might  be  gained  by  combination,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  those  who  have  the  welfare  of  Old  English 
Game  Bantams  at  heart  will  join  hands  and  form: 
a  club  for  this  handsome  and  hardy  breed.  Mr. 
T.  T.  Fawcett,  of  Hawes,  Yorkshire,  himself  a 
breeder  and  exhibitor,  is  appealing  to  the  Fancy 
for  support  in  the  matter  ;  and  I  hope  to  hear  soon 
that  the  club  is  a  going  concern. 

Fowls  Poisoned. 

I  hear  from  Messrs.  Entwistle  Brothers,  of  The 
Grove,  Westhoughton,  that  on  the  arrival  of  their 
exhibits  from  the  late  Tunbridge  Wells  Show  two 
White  Orpington  pullets  and  one  Buff  Orpington 
pullet  were  found  dead  in  their  basket.  The  Buff, 
by  the  way,  won  first  prize  in  a  strong  class  of 
twenty -seven  entries  at  the  event,  and  was,  beyond 
doubt,  one  of  the  very  best  specimens  of  her  kind 
that  has  ever  been  penned,  while  the  two  Whites, 
were  particularly  promising  birds,  and  would  doubt- 
less have  done  much  winning  this  season.  Messrs. 
Entwistle  had  a  post-mortem  examination  made  and- 
the  report  is  that  death  was  due  to  septic  poison  - 
ing.  Whether  the  outrage  was  committed  at  the- 
show  or  on  the  return  journey  it  is  impossible  to 
say,  but  since  tlie  matter  is  one  of  extreme  im- 
portance to  every  exhibitor  and  all  show  authorities,, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  Poultry  Club,  under  whose 
rules  the  event  was  held,  will  take  it  up  in  a 
vigorous  manner.  Such  disgusting  cases  as  this 
were  not  altogether  rare  a  few  years  back,  but  little 
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has  been  heard  of  them  of  late,  so  the  Poultry  Club 
will  be  doing  a  good  thing  in  assisting  the  owners 
to  bring  the  culprit  to  book.  I  was  with  Mr.  Joe 
Entwistle  on  the  first  day  of  Tunbridge  Wells 
Show,  so  I  thought  that  he,  like  other  exhibitors 
who  bring  a  team  down,  would  have  waited  until 
the  close  of  the  event  and  taken  his  birds  back 
with  him.    Apparently,  however,  he  did  not. 

In  1912. 

Since  the  "  Royal  "  Show  is  booked  for  Doncaster 
in  1912  the  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society — which 
holds  its  annual  shows  in  different  parts  of  the 
county— and  the  Doncaster  Society  have  decided 
to  forego  their  annual  fixtures  next  year  in  order 
to  concentrate  upon  the  task  of  making  the  visit 
of  the  "  Royal  "  an  unqualified  success.  And  the 
hope  was  expressed,  at  the  customary  show  luncheon 
ot  the  latter  society,  that  the  promoters  of  district 
shows  in  South  Yorkshire  would  see  their  way  to 
"  go  and  do  likewise." 

The   Game  Show. 

To  all  intents  and  purposes  there  is  only  one 
Game  Show  in  England— that  which  is  held  annually 
at  Kendal.  Game  fanciers  will  be  pleased  to  learn, 
therefore,  that  preparations  are  being  pushed 
forward  to  make  the  1911  event  as  great  a  success 
as  any  of  its  predecessors.  The  dates  fixed  are 
November  1  and  2.  The  schedule  is  now  in  hand, 
so  any  fancier  having  suggestions  to  make  regard- 
ing classification,  «&:c.,  should  communicate  without 
delay  with  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  C.  Parker,  11, 
Cliffe  Terrace,  Kendal.  Modern  Game  Bantams 
will  have  the  same  attractive  list  of  twenty -four 
classes  as  before,  and  the  executive  hopes  that  all 
other  sections  of  Game  will  be  on  the  usual  extensive 
lines.  In  large  Modern  Game  there  are  likely  to 
be  four  challenge  cups  offered  for  competition, 
so  the  entry  should  be  a  strong  one.  Among  the 
special  prizes  for  competition  will  be  a  silver  cup 
for  the  tallest  and  best  shaped  Pile  Game  Bantam 
cockerel,  colour  not  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
This  is  an  excellent  idea,  since  reach  and  type  are 
surely  the  strongest  points  of  any  Modern'  Game, 
be  they  large  fowls  or  Bantams. 

"  Championships." 

The  old  and  '-'near"  method  of  confining  cer- 
tain special  prizes  to  exhibitors  who  pay  extra 
for  the  competition  still  holds  good  at  some  of  the 
Scottish  shows.  At  Dumfries  Show  on  August  1 
two  gold  badge  medals  were  offered,  one  for  the 
best  cock  or  cockerel  and  the  other  for  the  best 
hen  or  pullet.  And  the  conditions  were  that,  "  ex- 
hibitors in  the  above  champion  classes  must  give 
the  class  numbers  of  the  birds  they  wish  to  com- 
pete "  and — pay  an  extra  entrance  fee  of  a  shilling 
each  bird  !  Glancing  through  the  list  I  find  that 
both  medals  were  presented  to  the  Society  !  Pro  - 
digious  !  I  wonder  how  many  birds  were  entered 
for  the  "  championship  "  {sic)  medals,  and  of  what 
value  that  competition  was.  In  more  generous 
parts  of  the  globe,  special  prizes,  and  champion- 
ships to  boot,  are  offered  free  to  induce  a  good 
entry  and  a  display  of  high  quality  stock.  Then, 
a  special  winner  is  indeed  a  valuable  bird  ;  but 
in  the  other  circumstances  ?  I  have  known  when 
only  two  fowls  were  entered  for  two  such  prizes  in 
Scotland,  and  other  birds  in  the  show  easily  beat 
the  "  champiori  "  winners  ! 


The  Summer  Shows. 

So  far  some  score  or  more  of  the  county  and 
other  summer  shows  have  been  held  ;  and,  taken 
as  a  whole,  it  has  been  by  no  means  a  bad  season. 
Perhaps  of  them  all  the  best  entry  was  obtained 
at  the  "  Royal  "  as  mentioned  in  last  month's  notes. 
However,  there  were  good  displays  at  St.  Ives 
(Hunts),  at  Shrewsbury  (Shropshire),  and  Don- 
caster (Yorks),  which  unfortunately  clashed  ;  at 
Exmouth  (Devon),  Horsham  (Sussex),  Birken- 
head (Cheshire),  Aberdeen  (Royal  Northern),  and 
Brigg  (Lincolnshire),  all  important  fixtures  and  held 
on  or  about  the  same  dates  ;  at  Stafford,  Leicester,. 
Inverness  (Highland),  Hatfield,  Bolton,  Rotherham 
(the  great  Yorkshire  event),  and  Chester -le -Street 
(Durham  County  fixture).  Possibly  the  worst  of 
them  so  far  was  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  it  was  cer- 
tainly very  disappointing  to  those  of  us  who  re- 
member the  old  "Wells"  shows.  Time  was  when 
the  Fancy  considered  it  as  one  of  the  best  events 
of  the  season,  and  certainly  as  the  pick  of 
the  summer  shows  of  the  South.  But  it  has  fallen 
from  its  high  estate.  I  heard  on  good  authority 
that  the  poultry  section  had  to  show  a  profit  this 
year,  otherwise  it  might  be  cut  out  of  the  exhibi- 
tion altogether.  A  "  cheese  paring  "  policy  was 
adopted,  and  a  beginning  was  made  by  tutting 
out  the  Bantam  section.  Then,  sufiicient  entries  not 
being  forthcoming,  fifteen  of  the  sixty -four 
scheduled  classes  were  cancelled.  And  had  it  not 
been  for  the  excellent  support  given  by  fanciers 
ot  Orpingtons  and  Sussex  fowls  there  would  have 
been  a  sorry  display  indeed.  A  proper  revision  of 
the  classification  and  an  entire  change  of  judges 
might  bring  a  better  result  another  year.  The  ex- 
ecutive is  welcome  to  the  suggestion. 

September  Fixtures. 

So  many  shows  were  held  last  month — I  forget 
the  exact  number — that  one  looks  for  something  of  a 
rest  in  September.  Not  so,  however,  since  even 
at  this  early  date— The  Illustrated  Poultry 
Record  has  to  go  to  press  some  days  before 
the  end  ot  the  month — sufficient  events  are  an- 
nounced to  average  over  one  per  diem,  Sundays 
included,  throughout  the  month,  and--  there  are  more 
to  follow  !  At  least  half  a  score  will  be  held 
on  the  2nd  inst,  and  among  them  are  such  important 
fixtures  as  Skipton,  Bentham,  and  Brighouse,  all  in 
Yorkshire,  Blennerhasset  (Cumberland)  and  Craw- 
shawbooth  (Manchester),  while  of  the  Scottish  events 
on  that  day  Milnathart  (Kinross -shire )  is  probably 
the  biggest.  Hadleigh  (Essex)  is  announced  for 
the  5th  and  6th;  Aughton  (Ormskirk,  Lanes),  6th; 
Crowthorne  (Berks),  6th  and  7th;  Goosnargh  (Pres- 
ton) and  Pantglasarms  (Carmarthen),  7th;  Mas - 
ham  (Yorks),  8th;  Chorlton -cum -Hardy  (Man- 
chester), Brough,  and  Sedbergh  (Yorks),  9th; 
Wardle  (Rochdale)  and  Loughborough  (Leicester), 
13th;  Drogheda  (Ireland),  13th  and  14th;  Stokes - 
ley  (Yorks),  14th;  Haywards  Heath  (Sussex),  14th 
and  15th;  Northallerton  (Yorks),  15th:  Southport 
(Lanes),  the  great  amateurs'  £3  limit  show,  16th  : 
Caterham  (Surrey),  20th  and  21st  ;  and  Altrincham 
(Cheshire),  27th.  This  last  is  probably  the  biggest 
one -day  event  held   in   the  provinces. 

Red  Orpingtons. 

Concerning  my  remarks  on  "  The  Red  Boom 
which    appeared    in    last    month's    issue,    Mr.  W. 
Holmes   Hunt    (Brook   House,   Hellingly,  Sussex), 
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who  is  the  originator  of  the  Coronation  (Red) 
Orpington  fowl,  writes  to  me  that  the  new  variety 
is  quite  distinct  from  the  Red  Sussex.  Tlie  Red 
Orpington,  he  assures  me,  is  a  self-coloured  fowl 
exactly  the  same  as  the  Buff,  only  of  a  dark  red 
shade.  At  present  it  possesses,  like  the  earlier 
Buffs,  black  in.  tail  and  wings,  though  not  very 
much,  and  vvhicli,  of  course,  has  to  be  bred  out. 
Admittedly,  in  the  Red  Sussex  standard  these  points 
are  given  as  essentials,  and  in  addition  the  hackles 
are  supposed  to  be  striped  or  ticked  witli  black, 
while  the  type  of  the  two  breeds  should  be  dif- 
ferent. "  I  think  you  will  see,"  adds  Mr.  Hunt, 
"  that  my  Red  Orpingtons  are  quite  distinct  and 
can  in  no  way  be  mixed  up  with,  confounded,  or 
passed  off  as  Red  Sussex."  We  shall  see  !  There 
are  comparatively  few  Red  Sussex  in  the  show -pen 
which  possess  the  standard  black  points  ;  and  ap  - 
parently  some  judges — and  among  them  one  who  is. 
I  believe,  a  Sussex  Poultry  Club  judge — consider 
the  black  as  a  defect  !  However,  I  in  no  way  wish 
to  discourage  fanciers  in  their  attempts  to  add  to 
the  already  long  list  of  varieties  of  poultry,  hence 
I  hope  the  Coronation  (Red)  Orpington  fowl  will 
meet  with  the  success  its  originator  anticipates. 


THE  AMATEUR'S  BEST  BREEDS, 

T  T  has  always  been  a  diflicult  matter  to  convince 
a  beginner  that  strain  is  of  even  more  impor- 
tance than  breed.  Yet  this  is  one  of  the  first 
lessons  that  should  be  learned  by  the  aspiring- 
poultry -keeper,  for  though  he  may  be  advised  to 
select  one  particular  variety,  he  will  find  in  the 
course  of  time  that  every  bird  which  passes  by 
the  name  of  that  variety  is  not  necessarily  of  a 
high  standard  of  usefulness.  In  the  old  days,  be- 
fore there  were  so  many  books  and  papers  catering 
for  poultry -keepers,  most  people  regarded  a  fowl 
as  a  fowl,  and  never  imagined  that  one  might  be 
better  than  another.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is 
only  within  recent  years  that  specialist  breeding 
for  egg -production,  and,  in  fact,  for  all  useful 
purposes,  has  raised  the  standard  of  some  strains 
far  above  those  of  others,  and  at  the  present  time 
it  is  far  more  important  to  select  a  suitable  strain 
than  a  suitable  breed. 

To  take  a  case  in  point.  Two  neighbouring 
poultry -keepers  may  be  recommended  to  take  up 
a  certain  breed,  say,  White  Wyandottcs.  Knowing 
nothing  whatever  about  the  matter,  they  imagine 
that  one  White  Wyandotte  will  do  just  as  well  as 
another,  but  by  accident  they  go  to  different 
breeders,  and  one  secures  stock  from  a  carefully 
cultivated  laying  strain,  whilst  the  other's  birds  are 
descended  from  stock  of  no  particular  merit,  that 
have  never  been  subjected  to  the  process  of  weed- 
ing and  selection,  by  which  inferior  layers  are 
thrown  out  and  the  utility  value  of  the  strain  im- 
proved. The  result  is  that  one  man  may  get 
nearly  twice  as  many  eggs  as  the  other,  and  as 
they  feed  and  manage  their  birds  in  much  the  same 
way  the  unfortunate  one  naturally  wonders  why  his 
White  Wyandottes  do  not  lay  as  'well  as  those  (of  his 
neighbour.  He  may  put  it  down  to  bad  luck,  but 
whoever  reads  this  and  experiences  similar  poor 
results  may  rest  assured  that  there  is  no  question  of 
luck  about  it,  but  that  it  is  simply  due  to  neglecting 
the  all -important  matter  of  strain. 

Having  learned  this  lesson  thoroughly,  the  amateur 


may  pass  on  to  consideration  of  the  most  likely 
breeds  for  his  purpose,  and  in  discussing  this 
matter  we  must,  of  -  course,  be  guided  largely  by 
the  conditions  under  which  the  fowls  are  to  be 
kept.  A  breed  that  would  be  excellent  for  a 
large  and  somewhat  exposed  grass  run  may  be 
wholly  unsuitable  for  a  little  back -yard  pen,  and 
vice  versa.  Moreover,  we  must  consider  whether 
the  object  is  egg -production,  or  table -chickens,  or 
both. 

Let  us,  first  of  all,  then,  take  the  case  of  the 
amateur  who  can  accommodate  fowls  in  an  orchard 
or  paddock,  and  desires  good  all-round  birds  that 
will  lay  eggs  at  all  seasons  and  produce  some  good 
table  chickens  for  home  consumption.  For  this 
particular  purpose  there  is  nothing  to  beat  the 
White  Wyandotte.  Given  a  well-bred  strain,  it 
is  one  of  the  most  prolific  layers  ;  the  eggs  are 
generally  of  good  marketable  size,  the  chickens 
are  hardy,  grow  well,  and,  though  they  have  yellow 
legs,  the  skin  and  flesh  is  of  such  good  colour 
tliat  they  will  pass  muster  as  first-class  table  birds 
in  most  markets.  For  flavour  and  juiciness,  a 
White  Wyandotte  is  hard  to  beat,  and  the  birds, 
moreover,  are  beautiful  and  pleasing  to  the  eye 
when  kept  on  a  good -sized  grass  run.  Then  there 
is  the  Faverolles,  a  better  table  bird  from  the  con  - 
noisseur's  point  of  view,  a  remarkably  c^uick 
grower,  and  only  slightly  inferior  to  the  Wyandotte  as 
a  layer.  The  Sussex  and  the  White  Orpington  may 
be  classed  in  the  same  category,  and  these  are  all 
varieties  that  sit  in  moderation,  being  decidedly 
useful  in  that  respect  without  becoming   a  nuisance. 

Supposing,  however,  that  an  amateur  requires 
some  specially  hardy  general  purpose  stock  for 
an  exposed  grass  run,  with  a  particular  view  to 
winter  laying.  In  this  case  it  would  be  advis- 
able to  make  a  choice  between  Buff  Plymoutli 
Rocks,  Partridge  Wyandottes,  and  Buff  Orpingtons. 
These  are,  perhaps,  the  tliree  hardiest  varieties  v/e 
have,  and  birds  of  good  strain  can  be  relied  upon 
to  lay  where  many  other  breeds  would  fail.  The 
Buff  Orpingtons  make  the  best  table  birds  when 
fully  grown,  and  their  leg  colour  naturally  gives 
them  an  advantage. 

In  another  case  we  may  assume  that  a  good- 
sized  grass  run  is  to  be  stocked  with  fowls  from 
whom  a  constant  supply  of  eggs  is  required,  with- 
out consideration  for  table  properties.  For  this 
particular  purpose  there  are  three  breeds — White 
and  Black  Leghorns  and  Anconas  —  that  may 
reasonably  be  regarded  as  the  most  productive  of 
domestic  poultry,  so  generou's  a  return  do  they  give 
for  the  food  they  consume.  Leghorns  were  not 
generally  regarded  as  hardy  until  some  of  the 
American  laying  strains  were  imported  into  this 
country,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  White  and 
Black  Leghorns  and  Anconas  are  equal  to  many 
of  the  larger  breeds  in  this  respect,  and  though 
their  eggs  are  white  they  are  laid  in  such  numbers 
that  the  birds  are  highly  profitable.  With  these 
breeds,  however,  more  perhaps  than  with  others, 
it  is  necessary  to  discriminate  between  strains. 

Those  who  desire  to  make  a  speciality  of  table 
chickens  will  find  Faverolles  and  Sussex  very  suit- 
able, for  these  are  quick  growers  and  of  good 
colour  and  quality,  whilst  they  are  also  good  enough 
layers  to  provide  eggs  for  hatching  early  chickens, 
which  is  a  very  important  consideration.  Finally, 
we  come  to  the  back -yard  poultry -keeper  who  keeps 
a  few  hens  for  laying  in  a  very  small  sheltered  pen 
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that  is  generally  fitted  up  as  a  scratching -slicd .  It 
would  be  useless  for  him  to  go  in  for  general 
purpose  fowls,  and  therefore  he  must  select  some 
of  the  most  active,  the  smallest,  and  the  most 
economical  breeds  available.  Fortunately,  we  ha\e 
in  the  Leghorn  a  breed  particularly  adapted  for 
this  purpose.  It  is  a  small  eater,  active,  and  a 
splendid  layer,  besides  being  a  non -sitter,  so  that 
when  well  managed  it  gives  a  handsome  return. 
Of  the  several  varieties  the  Blacks  are  perhaps 
the  most  suitable  for  a  back -yard  run.  They  do  not 
show  the  dirt  like  the  whites,  and  of  the  two  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  stand  confinement  the  better. 
We  must  not,  however,  forget  the  jNIinorca,  which 
has  for  man}-  years  been  tlie  favourite  for  small 
runs.  It  does  better  under  these  conditions  than 
at  liberty,  for  it  requires  a  certain  amount  of 
shelter  if  it  is  to  do  well  in  winter,  but  the  size 
of  its  eggs  and  its  prolificacy  put  it  on  an  equality 
with  the  Leghorn.  Nevertheless,  there  are  more 
good  laying  strains  of  Legliorns  than  of  Minorcas 
at  the  present  time,  for  tlie  latter  breed  has  not 
received  so  much  attention  fi'om  specialist  breeders 
as  it  deserves,  and  that  fact  may  give  the  Leghorns 
an  advantage. 

So  much  for  pure -bred  stock.  Readers  may  ask, 
however,  whether  mongrels  and  cross  -breds  have 
no  merits  for  any  of  the  purposes  enumerated. 
As  regards  the  mongrel,  one  cannot  get  away  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  usually  the  product  of  careless, 
indiscriminate  breeding,  and  for  that  reason  it  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon.  Nevertheless  there  are 
some  good  layers  among  the  mongrels.  1  have 
known  individual  birds  that  have  put  up  records 
in  egg -production  equal  to  those  of  the  best  line - 
bred  strains  ;  but  such  specimens  are  very  rare, 
and  among  a  flock  of  twenty  mongrels  one  might 
have  one  good  layer,  half  a  dozen  moderate,  and 
the  remainder  comparatively  useless.  There  are 
no  carefully -bred  strains  of  mongrels,  and  for  that 
reason  they  cannot  be  depended  upon  to  average 
a  good  number  of  -eggs  like  pure -bred  birds  from 
carefully -selected  laying  strains. 

With  regard  to  cross -breds,  it  may  be  stated  that 
a  first  cross  between  two  good  pure  breeds  generally 
produces  a  useful  fowl,  but  this  plan  is  more  suit  - 
able  for  the  production  of  table  or  general  purpose 
poultry  than  for  layers  pure  and  simple.  No  first 
cross,  for  instance,  could  prove  a  better  layer  than 
a  well-bred  Wyandotte  or  Leghorn,  and  it  might 
not  prove  nearly  so  good.  There  is  always  some 
uncertainty  about  crossing.  There  is  another  con- 
sideration, for  when  an  amateur  commences  to  cross 
two  breeds,  the  question  is,  where  is  he  to  leave 
off?  He  may,  if  he  possesses  some  skill,  make 
further  crosses  and  develop  a  useful  type  of  his 
own,  but  in  the  case  of  a  beginner  the  stock  are  far 
more  likely  to  degenerate  into  mongrels.  There 
is  also  the  point  that  laying  specialists  do  not  devote 
much  attention  to  cross -breds,  and  the  amateur 
will  find  the  laying  specialist  a  very  useful  person 
to  rely  upon.  It  is  far  better  for  an  amateur  who 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  business  of  breeding 
laying  stock  to  procure  birds  from  a  skilled  breedea- 
than  to  endeavour  to  evolve  strains  of  his  own 
out  of  inferior  stock,  and  if  only  for  that  reason 
I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  even  the  back-yarder 
has  a  better  chance  with  pure -bred  fowls  than 
with  either  mongrels  or  cross -breds,  provided  he 
can  buy  stock  from  well -selected  strains  at  a 
reasonable  figure. 


THE   HEAD  TEST. 

By  J.  W.  HURST. 

TT  may  be  presumed  that  even  those  whose 
reading  is  confined  to  the  halfpenny  Press  have 
some  more  or  less  clear  notions  regarding  laying 
tests,  whilst  most  subscribers  to  poultry  journals 
have  at  least  an  indistinct  remembrance  of  a  sug- 
gested growing  test,  but  ignorance  concerning  what 
may  be  termed  a  head  test  can  be  excused.  It 
is,  of  course,  possible  that  the  matter  may  have 
been  put  to  the  test  before,  but  as  far  as  my  infor- 
mation  goes  it  has  remained  for  ]Mr.  W.  R.  Graham, 
Professor  of  Poultry  Husbandry  at  Ontario  Agricul- 
tural College,  to  carry  out  the  critical  trials,  the 
nature  of  which  I  have  attempted  to  express  in 
the  above  compressed  headline. 

What  is  the  head  test?  I  must  confess  that 
the  question  would  have  presented  difficulties  if 
anyone  had  thought  of  putting  it  before  1  had  read 
the  recently-issued  Bulletin  189  of  the  Ontario  De- 
partment of  Ag-riculture,  entitled  Farm  Poultry  "  ; 
and  I  must  further  admit  that  the  perusal  of 
that  publication  has  suggested  the  question  and 
supplied  the  answer.  These  poultry  bulletins,  of 
which  some  Agricultural  Departments — other  than 
our  own — are  so  prodigal,  contain  much  that  is 
useful  and  informative  to  those  who  keep  fowls 
outside  the  radius  within  which  they  are  primarily 
intended  to  apply;  they  also  frequently  embody 
fresh  facts,  or  new  deductions  from  old  ones. 
On  page  42  of  the  pamphlet  in  question  Mr. 
Graham  states,  relative  to  breeding  for  egg-pro- 
duction, that  he  "■  has  seen  a  number  of  2  00 
egg  hens  with  long  narrow  heads  and  sunken  eyes,, 
which  indicate  low  vitality,  and,  moreover,  has 
tested  a  number  of  them  as  breeders,  and  has  yet 
to  see  one  that  was  worth  while  breeding  from, 
judging  from  the  performance  and  living  powers 
of  her  oft'spring." 

In  other  words,  Air.  Graham  propounds  the 
proposition  that  the  head  is  the  standard  of  con- 
stitution, and  that  the  character  of  the  latter  varies 
according  to  the  type  of  the  former ;  and  although 
the  suggestion  may  not  be  entirely  new,  there  is 
in  this  bulletin  some  attempt  to  systematise  the 
indications  with — as  we  have  seen — some  experi- 
mental support.  It  may  be  noted  in  passing,  rela- 
tive to  the  narrow -headed  ones,  that  although  of  no 
use  for  breeding  profitable  progeny,  such  birds 
may  be  capable  of  a  considerable  egg  yield,  inas- 
much as  they  are  described  as  "  200  egg  hens  " — - 
the  description  being  probably  based  upon  the 
reputation  gained  in  the  pullet  year.  It  may 
therefore  be  assumed,  upon  the  basis  of  this  test, 
that  narrow  heads  and  sunken  eyes  do  not  neces- 
sarily indicate  an  inabihty  to  lay  a  considerable 
number  of  eggs;  but  that  the  type  is  useless  for  the 
perpetuation  of  a  laying  strain.  Nevertheless,  if 
that  type  of  head  is  indicative  of  low  vitality  it 
naturally  follows  that  the  narrowheaded  ones  would 
probably  be  unafcile  to  maintain  the  prolific  spurt 
of  puUethood.  This  is  a  point  regarding  which 
the  managers  of  our  laying  competitions  should  be 
able  to  supply  some  useful  information,  and  if  we 
ever  have  a  growing  test  those  who  conduct  it  may 
perhaps  care  to  remember  the  head  test  as  one 
direction  for  observation. 

The  principle  is,  however,  of  a  wider  application 
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than  the  aforementioned  test  might  lead  some  to 
suppose,  the  authorities  in  Ontario  taking  a  com- 
prehensive survey  of  industrial  production  and  re- 
membering the  needs  of  the  chicken-raiser  as  well 
as  those  of  the  egg  specialist.  It  is,  in  fact,  in 
connection  with  the  breeding  of  market  fowls  that 
the  bulletin  reveals  the  points  of  a  good  or  utility 
head,  in  contradistinction  to  the  narrow  heads 
and  sunken  eyes  referred  to  in  the  test.  In  both 
departments  of  production  constitutional  fitness  is 
essential,  and  should  be  sought  as  much  by  the 
chicken-  as  the  egg -grower.  Mr.  Graham  points 
out,  in  the  former  connection,  that  although  consti- 
tution may  have  no  actual  market  value,  it  cer- 
tainly has  much  to  do  with  ability  to  grow  and 
put  on  flesh ;  and  he  describes  the  utility  head  in 
the  following  words:  "Generally,  a  bird  with  a 
short,  stout,  well-curved  beak,  a  broad  head  (not 
too  long),  and  a  bright,  clear  eye,  has  a  good 
.constitution."  Here,  then,  we  have  the  standard 
of  the  head  test,  which  those  who  will  may  com- 
pare with  other  standards  and  try  by  further  trials, 
and  upon  which  Ontario  has  formulated  the  rule 
that  if  a  bird  has  a  good  head  the  chances  are 
favourable  for  a  good  body,  but  that  if  it  has  a 
poor  head  the  chances  are  against  it.  It  will 
perhaps  at  any  rate  be  recognised  that,  as  a  matter 
of  common  experience,  when  a  fowl  has  a  long 
and  narrow  beak,  a  thin  long  head  and  comb,  and 
a  more  or  less  sunken  eye,  it  is  not  only  usually 
wanting  in  constitution,  but  is  also  generally 
possessed  of  a  narrow  long  body  and  long  legs. 
The  significance  of  the  head  test  is  in  any  case 
-worthy  of  careful  consideration  and  practical  trial 
with  a  view  to  determining  how  far  utility 
qualities  are  referable  to  the  indications    of  head 

type-  


FOWL  CHOLERA   IN  IRELAND. 

By    AN    IRISH  INSTRUCTOR. 

•T^  HERE  has  been  such  an  immense  amount  said 
and  written  regarding  the  above  disease  that 
one  cannot  help  feeling  rather  diffident  in  offer- 
ing any  further  remarks  on  the  subject.  But  per- 
haps from  the  purely  practical  point  of  view,  and  as 
the  result  of  close  connection  with  outbreaks  of 
this  disease  for  a  great  many  years,  my  opinion 
may  not  be  altogether  uninteresting. 

In  this  part  of  the  world  cholera  is  gener- 
ally known  as  "  the  disorder,"  or  to  give  it  our  Irish 
touch  it  should  really  read  "  the  disardher,"  and 
because  of  the  various  symptoms  so  well  known  to 
most  poultry  -keepers,  it  is  now  nearly  as  much 
dreaded  as  an  outbreak  of  plague  or  small-pox.  The 
suddenness  with  which  it  appears,  and  the  conse- 
quent difficulty,  amounting  almost  to  impossibility,  of 
adopting  any  curative  treatment  from  the  time  one 
observes  the  first  symptoms  until  several  of  the 
finest  birds  have  succumbed  to  the  attack,  has 
really  been  the  last  lever  on  which  to  work  in 
combating  the  disease.  It  makes  it  possible  to 
advise  preventive  measures  /?//  the  lime,  and  in 
the  'most  emphatic  manner.  I  have  known  people 
who  look  round  them  complacently  to-day,  proudly 
boasting  that  they  never  had  a  hen  die  with  cholera, 
but  within  a  week  their  whole  stock  of  perhaps 
one  hundred  fowls  has  practically  disappeared. 
The  cause  of  such  an  outbreak  varies,  and  in  later 


years  it  is  attributable  chiefly  to  carelessness  in 
destroying  dead  birds.  As  one  old  woman  re- 
marked to  me  some  time  ago,  when  I  reproached 
her  in  my  most  diplomatic  manner  on  seeing  the 
remains  of  a  dead  fowl  in  her  yard,  "  Shure  I'm 
tired  buryin'  thim,"  and  it  is  by  no  means  an  easy 
or  a  pleasant  task  to  burn  or  bury  a  large  number, 
while  (there  is  a  certain  amount  of  temptation  to  get 
rid  of  them  by  throwing  them  in  a  river  or  a 
"  shoiugh."  But  this  method  of  dispatch  I  have 
set  my  face  against  most  rigorously,  knowing  well 
by  experience  that  it  is  an  almost  certain  way  of 
carrying  the  disease  through  a  large  countryside  by 
means  of  dogs,  cats,  rats,  and  even  by  the  atmo- 
sphere itself,   through   those   intervening  agencies. 

The  next  preventive  measure  that  I  attach  impor- 
tance toi  is  the  need  for  greater  care  in  feeding 
fowls,  and  supplying  them  with  fresh  water.  Indian 
meal  is  all  very  well  in  winter,  when  its  heating 
properties  are  beneficial,  and  when  it  is  varied  with 
plenty  of  home-grown  corn,  vegetables,  &c.,  but 
in  the  soft,  warm  days  of  spring  and  early  summer, 
when  corn  and  cabbages  are  scarce,  and  when 
practically  every  hen  is  laying,  the  Indian -meal -and - 
potato  diet  must  be  condemned.  For  six  months  of 
the  year  County  Monaghan  has  unlimited  water- — 
lakes,  rivers,  streams,  ponds,  wells  ;  in  March  and 
April  this  supply  very  cjuickly  diminishes,  and  laying 
hens  are  absolutely  starved  with  thirst  in  feome 
places.  The  owner  "  never  thought  of  the  dhrink," 
she  will  tell  you  innocently,  but  her  poor  birds,  fed 
up  with  the  most  concentrated  and  starchy  diet,  each 
laying  an  egg  per  day,  perhaps,  for  which  the 
natural  percentage  of  water  is  not  procurable,  are 
bound  to  suffer.  They  may  find  a  stagnant  pool 
from  which  to  drink,  and  when  farmyard  manure 
is  Ibeing  removed  in  spring  time  I  am  sorry  to 
say  these  "stagnant  pools"  are  not  uncommon; 
this  p'utrid  water  acting  upon  the  heated,  over-fed 
and  distinctly  over -fat  organs  of  a  laying  hen  is, 
in  my  opinion,  the  immediate  cause  of  cholera  in 
the  majority  of  cases.  And,  as  we  all  know,  there 
is  no  remedy  once  entiritis  sets  in,  at  least  no 
remedy  cheap  and  convenient  enough  to  suggest 
ifor  a  whole  flock  of  hens.  Hence  it  is  that  so  much 
stress  should  be  laid  upon  avoiding  these  disastrous 
conditions,  the  wisdom  of  giving  a  varied  diet,  in 
which  green  food  should  always  have  a  part,  leaving 
a  constant  supply  of  fresh  water  or  butter -milk, 
and  giving  a  certain  quantity  of  Epsom  or  Glauber 
salts  in  the  food  at  stated  times.  Where  this  course 
of  ijirocedure  is  understood  and  followed  with  any 
sort  of  consistency,  I  must  say  that  rarely  or  ever 
does  a  bird  die  of  cholera.  Needless  to  say,  that 
though  I  (do  not  consider  bad  housing  so  disastrous 
in  its  consequences  to  farmers'  poultry,  it  is  very 
necessary  to  expatiate  on  the  advantages  of  a  suit- 
able roosting-house,  where  neither  damp,  nor  dirt, 
nor  darkness  prevails,  and  where  good  perches,  plenty 
of  sunlight  in  the  day,  and  plenty  of  ventilation 
at  night  are  possible  throughout  the  year.  The 
very  great  value  of  lime,  carbolic  acid,  paraffin, 
sulphur,  and  a  few  other  simple  disinfectants  and 
antiseptics  is  becoming  generally  understood,  and 
I  do  not  at  all  despair  of  arriving  at  a  goal  which 
my  first  year's  experience  as  instructor  showed  me  as 
being  the  best  that  in  my  time  could  be  achieved — 
namely,  the  prevention  of  disease  as  far  as  it  is 
humanly  'possible  to  prevent  it,  and  a  larger  and 
more  constant  supply  of  the  best  eggs  in  the  world. 
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THE   DOMINIQUE  FOWL 

By  W.  W.  BR00A\HEAD. 

{See  F rontispiece .) 

A  LTHOL^GH  it  is  seldom  met  with  in  England 
at  the  present  time,  the  Dominique  has  been 
seen  in  this  country  ;  but  since  it  came  in  the  days 
when  poultry  people  were  not  as  keen  as  they  are 
now  on  booming  a  good  thing,  its  stay  in  this 
country  was  not  of  long  duration.  The  Dominique, 


it  has  been  comparatively  neglected,  and  the  Ply- 
moutli  Rock  appears  to  have  displaced  it  in  public 
favour. 

In  general  characteristics  the  Dominique  may  be 
said  to  resemble  a  rosecombed  Cuckoo  Dorking 
with  four  toes,  or  even  the  Scotch  Grey,  but  it 
differs  from  these  breeds  in  having  brilliant  yellow 
legs.  The  comb  is  otf  a  neat  rose  type,  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  the  Hamburgh  ;  face,  wattles, 
and  ear-lobes  bright  red  ;  beak,  shanks,  and  toes, 
vellow  ;  eyes,  bright  red  ;  and  plumage  similar  to 
that  of  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock.     Such  at  least 


A    DOMINIQUE  PULLET. 


{Copyright. 


there  can  be  no  doubt,  is  one  of  the  oldest  dis- 
tinctive American  breeds  of  poultry,  and  it  appears 
to  be  certain  that  it  played  no  small  part  in  the 
"manufacture"  of  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock.  At 
one  time  the  breed  was  held  in  high  esteem  for 
its  general  all-round  useful  qualities,  and  was  re- 
cognised as  producing  good  layers  and  fine  table 
fowls;  and  in  one  of  the  earlier  editions  of  "The 
Illustrated  Book  of  Poultry,"  the  author,  the  late 
Lewis  Wright,  had  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
it  as  one  of  the  most  useful  utility  fowls  he  knew. 
Of  late  years,  however,  and  even  in  its  native  home. 


is  the  description  according  to  the  American  Stan- 
dard of  Perfection.  Originally,  however,  the 
markings  of  the  feather  and  the  colouring  of  the 
plumage  were  much  nearer  the  Cuckoo  than  the 
up-to-date  Barred  stamp,  being  composed  of  a 
light  blue -grey  ground,  crossed  with  bands  of  a 
darker  grey  or  blue.  The  shade  of  colour  varied, 
the  bands — following  rather  the  form  of  the  feather 
than  going  straight  across — in  some  specimens  being 
almost  black  ;  but  a  medium  colour  is  nearer  the 
correct  thing. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Cuckoo  and  Barred 
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plumage,  as  bred  at  the  present  time,  are  quite 
distinct.  Some  English  fanciers  declare  that  it  is  a 
distinction  without  a  difference;  but  that  is  not 
so.  And  this  can  be  easily  seen  by  comparing 
either  the  Cuckoo  Leghorn  or  the  Cuckoo  Orping- 
ton— one  of  the  latest  varieties  of  this  popular 
breed — with  well-bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks. 
However,  whatever  the  shade  of  colour  in  the 
Dominique,  the  hackles  of  the  male  bird  should  be 
free  from  red  or  golden  feathers,  defects  apt  to 
occur  even  to-day,  but  which  may  be  eradicated 
by  carefully  selecting  the  breeding  stock.  In  con- 
nection with  this  latter  point  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  quote  the  authority  to  whom  reference  has 
already  been  made. 

"  The  best  mode  of  breeding,"  said  the  late 
Lewis  Wright,  "is  to  select  hens  of  a  pleasing, 
medium  shade,  such  as  that  desired,  and  to  put 
with  them  a  cock  slightly  darker,  carefully  avoiding 
birds  with  either  red  or  black  feathers,  and  as  far 
as  possible  even  hackles  of  a  golden  colour  ;  by 
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which  means,  with  a  little  patience,  a  strain  may 
soon  be  formed  that  breeds  a  pure  blue-grey." 
Undoubtedly,  the  great  thing  is  to  select  cocks 
which  are  of  a  deep  enough  colour  for  the  breed- 
ing-pen, yet  not  as  deep  as  to  have  their  sickles 
or  tail  coverts  nearly  or  quite  black.  In  addition 
to  colour  and  marking,  the  headgear — a  neat  rose- 
comb  and  red  ear-lobes — and  the  bright  yellow  legs 
and  feet  must  be  taken  into^  consideration,  while 
the  shap^^  of  the  body  and  size  are  by  no  means 
minor  points. 

As  tO'  its  utility  properties,  the  best  that  can  be 
said  of  the  Dominique  is  that  it  is  a  'good  all-round 
fowl.  Cocks  weigh  about  81b.  and  hens  61b.  As 
layers  the  hens  and  pullets  should,  do  well  on  a 
farm,  being  very  hardy  and  of  the  kind  that  can 
rough  it.  The  yellow  legs  may  be  against  the 
breed  for  table  purposes,  but  in  other  respects 
the  cockerels  should  be  suitable,  being  likely  fat- 
teners.  The  Dominique,  however,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered among  the  popular  breeds  of  to-day,  and, 
point  for  point,  there  are  several  which  will  give 
better  results,  both  from  a  utility  and  a  fancy 
standpoint. 
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SEPTEMBER   NOTES  FOR 
AMATEURS. 

T^HIS  is  the  month  when  many  people  purchase 
pullets  for  winter  laying,  and  an  important 
matter  of  this  kind  deserves  special  consideration. 
Whether  we  buy  now  or  later,  our  object  invari- 
ably is  to  get  pullets  that  will  lay  during  the 
winter  when  eggs  are  most  valuable,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  a  great  many  amateurs  who  commence 
with  this  hope  fail  to  realise  their  ambition. 

The  great  thing  is  to  get  them  the  right  age  for 
commencing  laying  about  the  middle  or  end  of 
October.  As  a  rule  pullets  are  too  young,  but  I 
have  known  people  who  determined  to  be  on  the 
safe  side,  and  who  bought  birds  just  reddening  up' 
to  lay,  which  very  soon  fell  into  moult,  and  proved 
of  no  more  service  until  late  in  the  winter.  To 
explain  the  cause  of  this,  I  must  point  out  that  a 
change  of  scene,  food,  and  quarters  just  when 
pullets  are  preparing  to  lay  invariably  has  the  effect 
of  upsetting  them  to  such  an  extent  that  many  fall 
into  moult.  This  has  been  proved  in  the  laying" 
competitions,  where  the  chief  difficulty  which  com- 
petitors have  to  contend  against  is  in  selecting  birds 
that  will  commence  to  lay  at  the  right  time  and 
continue  through  the  winter. 

By  buying  cheap  pullets,  such  as  are  frequently 
advertised,  one  is  likely  to  have  the  unpleasant  ex- 
perience of  not  getting  an  egg  all  the  winter  ;  and 
to  be  sure  that  the  birds  are  actually  what  they  are 
represented  to  be  it  is  necessary  to  see  them  before 
buying.  So  many  amateurs  are  taken  in  by  ex- 
travagantly worded  advertisements,  and  buy  pullets 
for  winter  laying,  only  to  find  that  the  birds  are 
little  more  than  half -grown,  that  I  must  lay  par- 
ticular stress  upon  this  advice. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  when  pullets 
are  moved  to  a  new  home  their  development  will 
be  checked,  and  they  will  need  some  little  time  to 
settle  down  before  they  ripen  up  for  laying.  There- 
fore, if  you  obtain  pullets  that  are  well  grown, 
but  have  not  yet  commenced  to  redden  up  for 
laying,  you  will  stand  a  very  good  chance  of 
getting  eggs  from  them  before  November  and  of 
keeping  them  laying  through  the  winter. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  equally  to  be- 
ginners and  to  those  who  wish  to  replenish  their 
stock,  for  this  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  to  com- 
mence poultry -keeping.  Houses  and  runs  should 
be  put  up,  of  course,  before  the  birds  are  bought, 
and  the  weather  is  favourable  for  that  work  also. 

Those  who  have  been  breeding  young  stock  must 
begin  to  thin  them  oat  rigorously,  for  the  best  of 
the  pullets  will  soon  be  beginning  to  lay,  and 
where  accommodation  is  limited  it  is  bad  policy 
to  retain  birds  that  are  not  likely  to  pay  any  longer 
for  their  keep.  The  trouble  is  that  many  people 
do  not  know  which  birds  will  pay  them.  Well,  in 
the  first  place,  it  is  no  use  keeping  a  big  flock  of 
cockerels.  A  few  birds  may  be  retained,  in  view 
of  breeding  or  selling,  but  the  majority  should  be 
cleared  off  as  early  as  possible,  as  well  as  any 
deformed  or  otherwise  imperfect  pullets.  The  late - 
hatched  birds  are  generally  the  chief  difficulty  just 
now,  for  they  occupy  some  of  the  best  ground.  With 
these,  however,  the  thinning- out  process  should 
commence,  and  though  small,  unnecessary  cockerels 
should  be  killed  off  whenever  they  are  well  fleshed. 
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SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  PROBLEM  OF  INTENSIFICATION 

IN  POULTRY  CULTURE. 

By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 

[A  paper  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  International  Association  of  Instructors  and  Investigators  in 
Poultry  Husbandry,  held  at  tine  University  of  Maine  College  of  Agriculture  and  Maine  Agricultural 
Exp'eriment  Station,  Orono,  Maine,  U.S.A.,  August  14  to  17,  1911. — Editor.] 


''p  HE  feeding  of  a  great  community  is  a  problem 
*•  which  presents  itself  with  ever -increasing 
momentum.  As  population  is  enhanced,  more  espe- 
cially when  concentrated  within  limited  areas, 
resultant  from  industrial  and  commercial  develop- 
ments, the  importance  of  this  question  is  corre- 
spondingly raised.  We  can  scarcely  contemplate  the 
result  of  a  failure  in  supplies,  or  any  breakage  in 
the  conduit  leading  from  the  producer  to  the  multi- 
tudinous mouths  and  stomachs  found  within  our 
great  cities  and  manufacturing  districts.  It  is  not 
too  much  to  say  that  we  live  with  only  a  few  hours 
dividing  abundance  and  starvation.  There  are,  un- 
fortunately, those  who  lack  the  means  of  obtaining 
their  nutrition.  Much  more  serious,  however,  would 
be  the  non-existence  of  the  food  itself.  Political 
and  other  economists  may  be  left  to  devise  condi- 
tions more  favourable  to  the  former.  It  is  part 
of  ^ur  business  to  help  in  preventing  the  dawn 
of  any  day  in  which  food  supplies  are  insufficient 
to  provide  for  those  who  must  be  fed,  and  who 
are  unable  by  their  conditions  to  produce  their 
own  food.  It  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  luxuries, 
though  these  have  an  important  place,  as  of  actual 
nutritive  elements.  The  one  supplements  the  other 
as  day  follows  night,  "but  it  is  ever  supplemental. 

To  feed  the  earth's  population  intensification  of 
production  is  essential.  It  is  all  a  question  of 
the  relative  area  of  land  occupied  to  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants.  Even  nomadic  tribes  have  to  move 
with  their  flocks  and  herds  from  one  place  to 
another,  otherwise  they  would  starve.  Under  such 
conditions  the  denizens  are  few  pro  rata  to  the 
territory  over  which  they  roam.  With  settled  com- 
munities, more  or  less  fixed,  production  necessarily 
is  on  a  different  basis.  We  do  not  cultivate  the 
sea,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  its  surface  is  several 
times  greater  than  that  of  habitable  land,  and 
when  its  depth  is  added  the  proportion  is  a  thousand- 
fold that  of  the  earth's  rind  which  we  are  able  to 
utilise.  There  is  practically  nothing  more  than 
a  shallow  covering  upon  which  we  may  depend 
to  yield  us  food.  We  need  to  make  the  most  of 
it.  Our  mines  may  give  us  wealth  in  the  shape 
of  gold  and  coal  and  even  diamonds,  but  they  are 
useless  for  food.  The  sense  of  limitation  is,  there- 
fore, very  great. 

This  question  assumes  great  importance  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  growing  density  of  population  within 
certain  areas,  and  which,  provided  that  the  people 
can  be  fed,  is  likely  to  increase.  Some  sections 
of  Europe  offer  striking  examples  of  this  fact. 
The  population  per  square  mile  in  the  United 
Kingdom  is  374,  but  in  Belgium  it  is  no  less  than 
636,  as  that  is  one  of  the  most  thickly -populated 
countries  of  the   world.     It   is   evident,  therefore, 


that  in  both  the  question  of  food  supply  is  moment- 
ous in  the  extreme.  In  the  United  Kingdom  there 
is  1.7  acre  to  each  inhabitant,  inclusive  of  all  the 
waste,  mountain,  and  non-productive  land.  In  Bel- 
gium there  is  less  than  one  acre  for  each  unit. 
Under  these  conditions  there  must  be  enhancement 
of  production  as  a  result  of  intensification  of  method, 
pr  large  extraneous  supplies,  or  a  low  standard 
of  life.  The  last-named  is  what  we  find  in  Asia, 
where  it  is  very  low  indeed.  What  is  wasted  in 
an  English  or  Amierican  household  in  a  day  would 
maintain  an  Indian  ryot  or  a  Chinese  peasant  for 
a  week . 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  responsiveness  of  Mother 
Nature  to  man's  efforts,  the  world  would  be  a  very 
different  place  to  what  we  see  it.  Intensiveness  of 
production  has  been  carried  out  for  centuries,  from 
the  earliest  days  when  men  first  congregated  in 
villages,  increasing  with  the  growing  density  of 
population.  But  for  enhanced  nutrition  the  growth 
in  numbers  of  human  beings  could  not  have  taken 
place.  That  this  is  all  artificial  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. The  late  Sir  John  Bennett  Lawes,  in  some 
of  his  experiments  at  Rothamstead,  clearly  indi- 
cated that  production  on  the  natural  scale  is  com- 
paratively small. 

"  Needs  must  "  is  an  axiom  that  we  all  recog  - 
nise.  The  evolution  of  production  in  accordance 
with  modem  requirements  has  been  due  to  pressure 
of  human  beings  striving  for  their  sustenance.  They 
were  compelled  to  intensify  or  die.  To  what  extent 
the  lives  of  men  have  been  sacrificed  ere  the 
truth  was  recognised  it  is  impossible  to  estimate. 
War  has  had  its  hundreds  of  victims  ;  but  pro- 
bably the  toll  in  the  direction  indicated  has  been 
taken  in  tens  of  thousands.  Famine,  disease,  and 
death  were  requisite  m  order  tO'  realise  the  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  which  we  are  the  pos  - 
sessors.  The  increase  of  population  during  the 
last  century  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  facts, 
recorded,  not  alone  in  new  countries  such  as  the 
United  States,  but  in  older  lands.  In  1831,  which 
year  is  selected  for  a  reason  given  below,  the 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  24,392,485- 
(nearly  50  per  cent,  greater  than  in  1801). 
By  1911  it  had  grown  to  45,469,564,  an  increase 
of  21,077,079,  or  86  per  cent,  in  eighty  years. 
Such  could  not  have  taken  place  without  an  ade  - 
qu'ate  food  supply.  Improved  sanitation  has  had 
a  great  influence  in  making  for  increase  of  popu  - 
lation.  A  month  added  to  the  average  duration 
of  life  of  each  unit  in  the  United  Kingdom  would 
mean  an  annual  increase  of  more  than  100,000 
people.  The  introduction  of  railways  and  of 
other  rapid  means  of  intercommunication,  together 
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with  trade  organisation,  has  stimulated  and  made 
possible  this  growth  of  population,  and  provided 
the  millions  who  have  in  the  same  period  emigrated 
to  colonise  newer  countries,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  food  supplies  were  tlius  made  available.  This 
growth  in  Britain  has  been  natural-  and  local,  not 
due  in  any  large  degree  to  immigration  of  alieJi 
peoples. 

It  is  evident  that  with  a  rapidly -increasing  popu- 
lation tending  to  reduce  food  production  by  absorp- 
tion of  land  for  other  purposes,  there  must  be 
intensification  of  method  locally,  or  supplies  be 
drawn  from  an  extended  area.  In  fact,  both  are 
requisite.  The  greater  the  aggregation  the  further 
must  food  be  brought.  What  is  known  as  Greater 
London,  with  its  7,000,000  inhabitants,  consumes 
annually  about  900,000,000  (nine  hundred  million) 
of  eggs  and  about  7,000,000  (about  12,500  tons) 
fowls.  The  immediate  areas  could  not  yield  such 
a  volume,  more  especially  as  these  districts  are 
largely  residential.  Under  such  conditions  inten- 
sification is  not  enough.  Distant  areas  must  be 
brought  under  tribute. 

What  we  should  aim  for  is  to  intensify  as  far 
as  iDOSsible  and  profitable  locally,  more  especially 
in  perishable  and  more  valuable  food  supplies, 
and  draw  from  an  ever -widening  circle  those  pro- 
ducts which  are  lower  in  price  and  less  exposed  to 
loss  as  a  result  of  transit,  equally  in  quality  and 
price.  In  the  former  this  can  only  be  carried 
out  by  increased  productiveness  to  meet  the  en- 
hanced cost. 

There  are  many  lessons  to  be  learnt  from  the 
experience  of  those  who  have  preceded  us,  to  be 


made  difficulties  arise  unknoAvn  before.  To  meet 
the  altered,  the  new  conditions,  to  make  these 
contribute  to  success,  to  protect  ourselves  against 
the  loss  that  would  otherwise  arise,  is  the  object  of 
all.  To  that  end  experimental  work,  using  the  term 
in  its  broadest  sense,  is  necessary.  We  must  en- 
deavour to  get  at  the  hidden  springs,  to  find  out 
the  why  and  the  wherefore,  to  learn  causation,  so 
that,  in  some  instances,  we  may  prevent.  The 
true  meaning  of  all  experimental  work  is  the  dis- 
covery of  shorter  cuts  to  the  goal  towards  which 
we  are  aiming.  In  that  respect  it  should  always 
be  educational.  What,  however,  is  of  the  greater 
importance  is  that  such  experiments  shall  be  prac- 
tical. There  must  be  a  definite  objective,  one 
which  will,  if  realised,  be  of  benefit  to  the  great 
bulk  of  producers,  and  above  all  be  economic. 
It  is  not  always  the  case  that  experiments  made 
are  of  value,  from  the  fact  that  expierimentors 
frequently  use  means  which  are  denied  to  the 
ordinary  poultry-keeper,  and  that  the  cost  makes 
general  adoption  impossible.  Experiments  cannot 
in  themselves  be  conducted  on  a  commercial  basis, 
in  that  the  cost  of  labour,  of  apparatus,  'of  time 
involved  in  keeping  records,  and  duplication  to 
test  and  confirm  theories  and  conclusions,  are 
greater  than  the  results  achieved.  But  these  fail 
unless  they  enlarge  the  experience  and  increase  the 
knowledge  of  men  who  have  to  make  the  main 
chance  their  supreme  end.  Some  experiments  are 
valuable  because  they  indicate  our  limitations.  We 
want  to  know  what  we  cannot  as  well  as  what  we 
can  do.  Many  involve  long  periods  for  testing. 
Sir    John    Bennett    Lawes,    tire    great  agricultural 
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modified  in  accordance  with  the  immediate  con- 
ditions. In  fact,  such  experience  forms  the  real 
wealth  of  any  country.  Men,  however,  are  often 
disposed  to  ignore  what  others  have  discovered. 
We   have   to   remember   that   with   every  advance 


UNIVERSITY    OF  MAINE, 

(ultry  Husbandry  is  holding  an  important  conference. 

chemist,  once  said  to  the  writer,  when  explaining 
some  of  his  experiments,  "  These  require  not  one 
but  three  lifetimes." 

In  this  connection  it  is  desirable  to  state  that 
research    is    a    distinct    branch    from  experimental 
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work.  The  latter  should  always  have  practical 
application  to  the  regular  needs  of  the  poultry - 
man,  whereas  the  former  may  not.  Both  are 
desirable.  The  experimenter  frequently  finds  him- 
self blocked  by  difficulties  which  are  outside  his 
sphere,  and  which  involves  questions  of  pure 
science.     Where   he   can   turn    these    over   to  the 


throughout  the  area  reached.  They  are  the  sluice 
gates  by  which  the  waters  find  access  to  irrigate 
and  fertilise  the  fields  around.  Therefore,  the 
instructor  as  such  should  not  be  speculative,  though 
he  must  ever  be  blessed  with  imagination,  with 
the  power  of  seeing  things  as  they  may  be.  The 
scientist   and   the   experimenter,   and   the  poultry- 
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scientific  investigator  that  is  a  great  gain.  But 
research  should  be  the  handmaid  of  experimental 
work,  as  experiments  must  be  that  of  practical 
operations.  Such  are  the  stepping-stones.  Research 
can  never  be  the  actuality.  Every  experimentor 
should  seek  to  learn  whether  an  inquiry  upon  which 
he  enters  may  be  applied  to  practical  ends.  If 
not,  he  should  turn  it  over  to  those  whose  lives  are 
devoted  to  research.  The  truth  may  not  be  accept- 
able to  all,  but  it  is  none  the  less  a  truth,  that  the 
centre  of  this  orbit  is  the  poultryman,  engaged  in 
making  his  living  and  feeding  his  customers,  not 
the  scientist  in  his  laboratory,  nor  the  experiment- 
alist on  his  plots.  They  are  his  co-workers,  not  he 
theirs. 

The  educationist  has  another  duty  to  perform. 
Sometimes  contempt  is  poured  upon  instructors 
hecause  they  are  not  highly  trained  scientists  on  the 
one  side,  or  as  expert  in  handiwork  as  the  bread- 
and-butter  poultryman  on  the  other.  That,  how- 
ever, may  be  ignored.  The  business  of  the  instruc- 
tor is  not  to  experiment  or  to  run  a  poultry -farm, 
but  to  disseminate  proved  knowledge.  He  must 
be  practical,  otherwise  he  cannot  help  those  whom 
he  is  out  to  serve.  He  must  be  able  to  understand 
the  meaning  of  scientific  terms,  and  translate  them 
into  the  idioms  of  ordinary  life.  Frequently,  and 
rightly  so,  fault  is  found  with  bulletins  and  reports 
that  are  not  understandable  by  99  per  cent,  of 
those  to  whom  they  are  issued.  The  value  of 
learning  is  not  how  much  we  know,  but  what  pro- 
portion we  can  pass  on  to  our  fellows.  Some 
investigators  are  absolutely  useless  for  teaching. 
They  think  in  terms  which  are  not  understandable 
hy  farmers  or  students.  Therefore  instructors  are 
the  media  through  which  knowledge  from  re- 
search, experiments,  and  practical  operations  can 
he  focussed  and  distributed  in  a  vivifying  stream 


man,  if  he  thinks  fit,  may  speculate,  but  that  is  not 
the  teacher's  province.  Public  money  should  never 
be  employed  in  dissemination  of  mere  theories,  but 
of  actual  facts,  so  far  as  we  know  them.  Experi- 
ments often  teach  more  than  demonstrations,  cer- 
tainly more  than  mere  statements.  Repetition,  there- 
fore, is  warrantable.  What  dissection  of  the  human 
body  is  in  training  the  medical  student,  practical 
and  experimental  work  is  to  the  poultryman. 

What  then  are  the  problems  which  present  them- 
selves largely  as  a  result  of  intensification  of 
methods,  and  to  which  attention  must  be  directed? 
It  will  suffice  if  a  few  of  these  are  indicated.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  in  dealing  with  animal 
life  we  are  working  in  directly  opposite  ratio  to 
plant  growth,  and  that  what  is  addition  in  one  case 
is  subtraction  in  the  other.  How  much  we  obtain 
from  the  soil  in  cultivation  depends  in  a  large 
measure  upon  what  is  already  there,  or  what  is  put 
into  it.  Whereas  the  animal  is  contributory  ;  what 
he  can  obtain  from  the  earth  without  harm  to  himself 
is   all -important. 

First  and  foremost  stands  the  question  of  relative 
productiveness  of  our  poultry,  individually  as  well 
as  collectively.  Under  intensive  methods  of  poultry- 
keeping,  we  may  increase  the  number  of  fowls 
kept  to  the  defeat  of  our  enterprise,  because  cost 
may  grow  more  rapidly  than  returns,  and  for  other 
reasons  noted  below.  Profit  is  dependent  upon  the 
average  production  beyond  the  charges  for  main- 
tenance. During  the  long  centuries  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  fowl  was  domesticated,  influences 
have  been  at  work  slowly  but  surely  making  for 
enhancement  of  the  productiveness  of  poultry.  The 
hen,  as  we  see  her  to-day,  embodies  the  accumulated 
influence  of  generations,  whether  in  the  number 
of  her  eggs  or  her  muscular  developments.  In  spite 
of  all  that  has  been  done  during  the  last  twenty 
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years  by  selection,  the  question  wlietlier  the  average 
prioduction  has  been  raised  to  an  appreciable  degree 
remains  to  be  answered.    Evidence  available  would 
show  that  after  ten  years'  trap -nesting  the  averages 
realised  in  large  l^ocks  are  hardly  a  fraction  over 
what  they  were  at  the  beginning.     If  so,  it  would 
suggest  either  that  our  methods  are  wrong  or  that 
we   have   attempted    the    impossible   in   the  period 
named.     That  the  average  laying  of  English  farm 
hens  is  higher  than  was  the  case  a  generat'ion  ago 
is  unquestionable,  but  it  is  due  to  the  introduction 
of   new   and   more   prolific    races,    rather   than  to 
selection  upon  the  lines  indicated  above.  Records 
show  that  proportionately  there  were  as  many  high 
average  hens  as  there  are  now.     There  is,  however, 
no  aspect  of  poultry -keeping  which  demands  atten- 
tion more  than  this.    We  have  not  only  to  attain  the 
summit,   but   to   maintain   what  has   been  secured. 
The  quality  last  added  is  most  easily  lost.     In  this 
respect    inherent    qualities    are    to^   be  considered. 
Mendelism  may  help  to  resolve  the  problem,  but  as 
yet  its  practical  value  has  not  revealed  itself.  In- 
heritance, however,  is  not  all.     Climate,  soil,  and 
food  supplies  may  all  be  contributory  ;  whilst,  on  the 
other  hand,  exhaustion  of  natural 
forces    as    a    result    of  pressure 
beyond    the    recuperative  power, 
especially  when  the  accumulation 
of  successive  generations,  may  be 
a  factor  co  which  due  considera  - 
tion  has  not  been  given.    In  these 
directions     the     fields     open  to 
research    and    experimental  work 
are  almost  limitless.     Our  know- 
ledge   of    the  essential  factors  is  „,  _  , 
meagre  in  the  extreme. 

Second  are  questions  of  breed- 
ing in  all  their  relationships. 
Upon  these  more  is  known.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  toi  a  large 
extent  the  tendencies  are  to  the 
production  of  neurotic  fowls, 
modified  somewhat  by  wide  dis- 
tribution, "by  the  numbers  bred, 
and  by  the  way  in  which  weak- 
lings succumb.  As  a  result  of 
sheer  ignorance,  or  owing  to  lack 
of  appreciation  in  immediate  loss 
of  vigour,  many  breeders  sail 
perilously  near  the  wind.  They 
are  brought  sharply  up  by  un  - 
known  influences,  and  often  find 
that  in  the  long  run  natural 
methods  and  natural  treatment 
pay  best.  How  to  maintain 
virility,  how  to  restore  vigour  with- 
out sacrifice  of  essential  qualities, 
"whether  what  is  J^mown  as  the  introduction  of  "  fresh 
blood  "  is  all-important,  and  what  is  the  penalty  of 
consanguinity,  all  demand  inquiry  in  the  light  of 
intensification,  with  its  accentuation  of  adverse  ten 


all  the  time  upon  the  same  range.  Questions  of  soil,, 
of  atmosphere,  and  of  physical  energy  are  also  in- 
volved. By  use  of  what  are  known  as  the  colony 
house  and  portable  house  systems  much  may  be 
done  to  provide  and  maintain  hygienic  conditions, 
but  intensification  is  not  so  great  as  when  range 
houses  are  employed.  With  the  latter  three  factors 
would  appear  to  explain  why  we  meet  with  so  many 
failures — namely,  the  cost  of  equipment  and  of 
maintenance,  the  danger  to  health  as  a  result  of 
accumulation  of  manurial  elements  in  the  soil,  and 
the  lessened  activities  of  the  body  as  all  the  food 
is  provided.  These  suggest  the  problem  as  tO" 
how  many  fowls  can  be  healthfully  and  profitably 
kept  on  a  given  space  over  a  continued  series  of 
years.  It  is  not  the  first  or  the  first  five  years 
which  test  any  system,  but  the  after  results.  Nor 
is  it  the  amount  of  land  in  occupation,  but  that 
used  by  the  fowls.  The  decimation  of  turkeys 
by  blackhead  in  New  England  would  appear  to  be 
entirely  due  to  this  cause.  And  it  may  be  that 
many  diseases  which  affect  fowls  in  all  countries  are 
the  result  of  bad  conditions,  for  there  parasites  and 
bacteria  find  a  happy  breeding  ground.     They  are 
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the  effect  not  the  causation.  All  attempts  in  com- 
batting these  diseases  will  be  in  vain  until  the  basal 
infl  uences  are  altered.  The  booming  of  svstems 
for  keeping  poultry  by  the  thousand  per  acre, 
dencies.  These  alone  may  neeci  a  hundred  years  to  systems  that  are  intensive  with  a  vengeance,  may 
provide   us   with   positive   knowledge.     What    we     lead  to  great  disaster  when  time  has  brought  about 


think  at  present  is  Imere  ^empiricism 

Third  is  the  relationship  to  and  influence  of 
environment.  That  includes  questions  of  hygiene 
in  the  widest  sense.  Sanitation  is  as  necessary  for 
poultry  as  for  human  kind.  Under  natural  con- 
ditions birds  instinctively  remove  themselves  from 
one  place  to  another.    We  compel  them  to  remain 


the  changes  which  will  assuredly  result.  There  are 
in  this  connection  two  questions  which  present  them- 
selves— namely,  what  is  the  immediate  result  and 
what  the  prospective  influence  ?  Of  these  the  latter 
is  the  more  important. 

Fourth,  we  have  to  consider  artificial  methodH 
of    hatching    and    rearing.      Without    these  the 
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advancement  of  the  poultry  industry,  which  has 
marked  recent  years,  could  not  have  taken  place. 
These  appliances  are  a  necessity.  But  in  spite  of 
their  uni\-ersal  adoption,  all  the  evidence  is  in  proof 
of  the  fact  that  they  are  only  second  best.  Two 
spheres  of  inquiry  present  themselves  to  the 
experimentalist — namely,  why  eggs  hatch  better 
under  hens  than  in  a  machine,  and  what  are  the 
causes,  and  to  what  is  due  that  bete  noire  of  the 
poultryman,  death  in  shell,  as  well  as  the  reason 
for  later  mortality  in  brooder  chicks?  Bitter  indeed 
has  been  the  experience,  many  are  the  lessons  we 
have  learnt,  marked  indeed  has  been  the  improve  - 
ment  as  a  result,  but  the  fact  must  be  recognised 
that  we  are  infantile  in  our  knowledge.  It  is  not 
the  immediate  result  of  one  year's  adoption  pf 
artificial  methods,  but  the  accumulation  of  such 
influences  increased  season  by  season,  against  which 
we  have  to  battle.  We  need  }-ears  of  careful 
observation  to  determine  such  questions  as  these, 
and  any  conclusions  arrived  at  can  only  be  after 
prolonged  and  exhaustive  inquiry.  Practical  ex- 
perience has  taught  many  poultrymen  that  breeding 
stock  should  be  the  progeny  of  fully  matured 
parents,  and  that  they  are  more  vigorous  if  hatched 
h»y  natural  methods.  It  may  be  also  that  the 
material  of  which  incubators  and  brooders  are  built 
has  a  malign  influence  on  embryo  and  chicken,  and 
that  something  is  drawn  from  them  which  a  hen 
does  not  extract.  The  field  for  research  and  experi- 
ment is  wide  indeed. 

Fifth  are  feeding  problems.  In  this  case  the 
practical  poultryman  is  at  a  great  disadvantage, 
in  that  he  must  employ  what  food  is  obtainable. 
■Chemists  can  help  him  to  a  considerable  extent, 
as  can  those  who  are  able  to  point  out  newer  or 
better  forms  of  plant  life.  Cost,  however,  is  not 
everything,  though  it  must  be  greater  under  inten- 
sive methods,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  natural  food 
supplies  are  diminished  if  not  entirely  destroyed. 
Changes  of  habits  of  life  profoundly  aft'ect  the 
digestibility,  or  rather,  the  abflity  to  digest,  and 
these  are  greater  where  the  activities  are  restricted. 
A  further  point  is  that  many,  of  the  foods  Supplied  to 
fowls  are  unnatural,  and  would  never  be  selected  by 
the  birds  if  they  had  any  choice.  We  should  aim  to 
discover  what  are  the  elements  which  fowls  would 
obtain  fairly  under  natural  conditions,  and  endeavour 
to  supply  these  as  nearly  as  that  is  possible,  supple- 
mented by  a  reasonable  stimulus  to  production.  In 
this  direction  research  and  experimental  work  must 
go  hand  in  hand.  The  former  is  useless  without 
the  latter.  A  food  may  prove  chemically  perfect  in 
the  laboratory,  and  yet  be  useless  because  it  lacks 
palatability  or  is  indigestible. 

Sixth  is  the  wide  field  for  investigation  of  disease, 
which  forms  one  of  the  higher  branches  of  research. 
In  this  direction  e.xperimentors  can  do  compara- 
tively little,  but  the  practical  poultryman  must  be 
the  determining  factor  in  saying  whether  sugges- 
tions made  are  of  any  service.  Many  years  ago  the 
late  Louis  Pasteur  recommended  inoculation  of 
fowls  as  a  protection  against  chicken  cholera.  The 
remedy  was  as  bad  as  the  disease.  Farmers  rightly 
-said  that  ttiey  would  rather  wring  the  necks  of  aTi 
their  chickens  than  be  bothered  by  inoculating 
each  one.  However  eftective  it  might  be,  the  system 
Avas  not  practical.  That  is  a  danger  we  have  to 
guard  against.  Time  has  been  spent  in  seeking  for 
races  of  turkeys  immune  to  blackhead,  and  spent  in 


vain.  It  is  of  interest  to  know  the  life  history  of 
every  bug  that  exists,  and  research  can  reveal  to 
us  the  forms  which  bacteria  assume.  The  section, 
however,  of  every  bulletin  that  counts  is  that  which 
suggests  how  these  creatures  may  be  prevented  from 
coming  into  being,  and  what  are  the  conditions 
favourable  to  them.  These  form  the  supreme  object 
of  disease  investigation.  For  this  work  we  want  the 
most  skilful  scientists  that  we  can  secure,  men 
who  are  able  to  tell  the  poultryman  the  cause  so  that 
he  may  prevent.  The  day  has  gone  by  when 
amateurs  can  deal  with  such  questions.  The  interests 
involved  are  too  great.  An  outbreak  of  disease 
on  one  farm  ma}'  devastate  a  country.  Therefore 
it  is  a  question  for  which  knowledge  and  experience 
of  the  highest  order  are  essential  factors,  and  should 
be  at  the  service  of  all. 

Seventh  are  questions  involved  in  the  sale  of  pro- 
duce equally  for  the  help  of  producers  and  the 
protection  of  consumers.  Preservation  of  eggs,  fat- 
tening of  poultry,  conditions  which  conserve  quality 
and  those  which  adversely  aft'ect  it,  'flavour  and 
palatability,  are  all  involved.  And  in  these  days 
of  trade  manipulation  and  chicanery  we  have  to 
protect  the  consumer  and  the  producer  by  making 
hard  the  way  of  transgressors. 

Such  conditions  as  are  here  submitted  are  merely 
suggestive.  There  are  many  others  which  might 
be  named.  With  growing  intensification  more  will 
arise.  Every  step  taken  in  progression  reveals 
risks  unknown  or  non-existent  before.  It  is  the  need 
of  the  poultryman,  the  difficulties  which  present 
themselves  in  his  work,  that  is  clamant  for  greater 
knowledge,  for  wider  experience  than  his  own. 
Research  and  experiment  are  essential  to  his  success. 
The  tendency  with  one  class  of  poultryman  is  ever 
towards  intensification.  It  is  only  by  such  methods 
they  can  attain  success.  The  farmer  who  distributes 
the  fowls  over  his  occupation  has  fewer  risks  to 
run,  although  he  has  much  to  learn,  and  may  be 
aided  in  his  labours.  Each  of  these,  however, 
must  co-operate  with  Nature,  and  a  knowledge  of 
the  laws  and  forces  operating  with  irresistible  power 
wall  make  their  work  easier.  Our  business  is  to 
discern  these  and  spread  the  knowledge  gained 
as  widely  as  possible.  The  investigator  should  be 
impressed  by  the  magnitude  of  his  task,  the  instruc- 
tor by  the  importance  of  reliable  data.  The  respon- 
sibility upon  each  is  great  indeed.  To  them  is 
committed  the  future  of  the  great  industry  in  which 
M^e  are  concerned.  They  can  mould  the  people 
within  the  area  served  by  them  for  the  next  genera- 
tion. Dissemination  of  false  methods,  neglect  to 
adequately  deal  with  the  problems  as,  nay,  possibly 
before,  they  arise,  may  spell  disaster  to  hundreds 
and  thousands.  Great  as  is  the  work  now  'it  will 
yet  become  greater,  and  the  charge  committed  to 
instructors  and  investigators  in  all  countries  is  one 
which  should  call  forth  their  greatest  powers  and 
inspire  them  with  the  dignity  of  their  calling. 


Death  of  Mrs.  A.  F.  Hunter. 

The  deep  sympathy  of  all  who  know  him  will 
go  out  to  jNIr.  A.  F.  Hunter,  editor  of  Profitable 
Poultry,  '<ya.  his  (bereavement.  ^Nlrs.  Hunter  had  been 
in  delicate  health  for  some  years,  and  passed  away 
at  their  residence,  Abingdon,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 
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AMONG  THE  BIRDS  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

By  J.  W.  HURST. 

The  Weather  Influence. 

Whether  the  prevailing  excessive  heat  and  re- 
markable drought  continues  into  September  or  not, 
it  has  already  been  sufficiently  severe  and  con- 
tinuous to  exercise  a  by  no  means  inconsiderable 
influence  upon  poultry  and  methods  of  manage- 
ment, and  the  effect  must  in  some  measure  remain 
after  the  weather  has  changed.  In  many  cases 
condition  has  "been  inimically  affected,  whTst 
broodiness  has  been  increased  and  moulting  has 
of  course  been  precipitated.  In  nearly  every 
situation  growing  herbage  has  been  short  and 
poor  in  value,  whilst  natural  animal  food  has  been 
scarce.  It  consequently  follows  that,  unless  unusual 
care  has  been  exercised,  the  majority  of  birds  of 
various  ages  and  descriptions  are  not  in  their 
proper  form  for  the  time  of  year.  In  the  circum- 
stances it  is,  therefore,  inevitable  that  the  cost  of 
production  must  in  most  instances  be  higher  than 
in  normal  years,  either  as  a  consequence  of  neglect 
or  of  a  more  expensive  dietary — and  economy 
lies  in  the  latter  direction. 

The  Pullets. 

During  the  month  the  nutr'tive  value  of  the  food 
given  the  earlier-hatched  pullets  must  be  increased 
in  order  to  induce  the  near  commencement  of  egg- 
production.  These  birds  should  be  in  their  per- 
manent quarters,  which  must  be  provided  with 
properly  prepared  nesting  places,  the  nest  boxes 
being  placed  in  sheltered  positions — but  not  where 
they  will  be  overlooked  by  the  birds.  Birds  that 
are  allowed  comparative  freedom  should  be  watched 
when  their  combs  begin  to  redden,  lest  they  develop 
the  troublesome  habit  of  laying  away ;  but  com- 
fortable boxes,  with  clean  material,  will  do  much 
toi  obviate  this  risk.  The  actual  commencement 
of  laying  should  be  induced  or  retarded  according 
t<y  the  age  of  the  birds  and  the  general  fitness 
of  their  growth,  development  and  condition.  In 
no  case  should  pullets  be  encouraged  to  lay  rmtil 
they  are  from  six  to  seven  months  old,  and  as  the 
birds  now  running  are  often  of  various  ages  and  in 
different  degrees  of  fitness  it  is  obvious  that  all 
pullets  should  not  be  in  one  flock  ,  subject  to  similar 
feeding  and  treatment.  The  earlier  birds  may  now 
be  gradually  encouraged,  but  those  of  later  hatch- 
ing must  be  held  back.  The  present  condition 
of  the  more  forward  stock  must  be  the  best 
guide  to  their  proper  treatment,  and  to  retard 
laying  where  required  the  birds  should  be  subjected 
to  constant  change  of  ground  and  given  only  a 
maintenance  diet — the  treatment  being  practically 
the  opposite  of  that  usually  advised  for  the  pro- 
motion of  production. 

Feeding  Them. 

As  the  birds  arrive  at  that  stage  of  maturity 
that  indicates  the  nearness  of  production  they  may 
be  fed  upon  the  following  general  lines.  Soft 
food  mixtures  should  be  given  in  the  morning,  and 
a  suitable  mixture  may  be  composed  of :  Two 
parts  each  of  Sussex  ground  oats  and  sharps,  and 
one  part  each  of  ground  barley  and  lean  meat. 
When  the  weather  turns  colder  the  mixture  may  be 
varied   by   the   introduction   of   scalded    bran  and 


cooked  maize — using  these  in  place  of  the  ground 
oats  and  barley,  and  otherwise  re-arranging  the 
ingredients  for  the  sake  of  change.  Even  with 
a  free  grass  range  the  character  of  the  herbage 
will  be  insufficient  for  the  requirements — especially 
this  year — so  that  the  dietary  must  include  a  supply 
of  suitable  vegetable  food  to  make  up  for  the 
deficiency  of  the  range  in  this  respect.  Well 
chaffed  and  properly  scalded  clover  hay  may  be 
included  in  the  morning  mash,  or  finely  chopped 
cabbage  may  be  used  as  an  ingredient  of  the  mix- 
ture. Fresh  vegetable  food  for  separate  feeding 
may  include  mangolds,  swedes,  and  beets.  For 
evening  grain  feeding  oats  and  wheat  make  the 
best  staple  foods,  but  some  use  may  be  made  of 
barley  and  buckwheat — with  maize  sparingly,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances.  Feeding  for  egg- 
production  involves  a  considerable  amount  of  nice 
discrimination,  and  experience  is  required  as  well  as 
theoretical  knowledge  —  not  the  least  danger  of 
inexperience  being  that  of  over-feeding.  The 
quantity  of  food  actually  required  varies  individu- 
ally, and  according  to  breed  and  prevailing  con- 
ditions. It  is  practice  alone  that  enables  the  be- 
ginner to  discover  what  is  a  safe  allowance  for 
bodily  sustenance — plus  the  surplus  from  which 
eggs  are  produced,  without  overstepping  the  mark 
and  tending  to  form  fat  instead  of  eggs.  It  is  also 
essential  to  avoid  food  that  is  too  stimulating  in 
character,  otherwise  product  on  will  be  unduly 
hastened  and  the  result  will  induce  double -yolked 
or  shell-less  eggs. 

Preparat.t.on  for  Mating. 

The  preparation  for  autumn  mating  necessitates 
the  careful  selection  of  the  male  birds,  and  unless 
these  have  been  already  reserved  or  bought  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  introduct'on  of  unknown 
blood  involves  risks,  but  that  these  may  be  mini- 
mised by  ascertaining  the  characteristics  of  the  par- 
ticular strain  and  the  probable  course  of  breeding. 
Health  and  maturity  are  important  essentials  on 
both  sides  of  the  pen,  and  the  best  breeding  con- 
dition is  promoted  by  activity. 


The  Work  of  Specialist  Clubs. 

The  Sy/:///e}'  Morning  Herald  thus  explains  why 
so  many  specialist  poultry  clubs  have  ceased  to 
exist  : 

The  objects  were  to  encourage  the  breeding  and 
exhibiting  of  tlie  respective  breeds,  and  to  see  that  they 
were  adjudicated  upon  by  competent  judges.  The 
principal  reason  of  their  going  to  the  wall  was  that 
members  expected  too  much.  The  winners  got  no 
extra  prize-money,  while  those  whose  quality  was  not 
good  enough  to  get  into  the  money  at  exhibitions  of  the 
established  societies  did  no  better  under  the  clubs' 
regime,  and  were  only  contributing  entry  fees  to  pav 
prize-money  to  those  who  had  better  stock.  In  almost 
everv  breed  there  are  a  few  at  the  top  who  appropriate 
the  bulk  of  the  awards,  no  matter  who  judges,  and  the 
weakness  in  the  management  of  the  late  clubs  was  that 
no  effort  w^as  made  to  recognise  the  birds  which,  though 
excellent,  failed  to  reach  first  place.  No  matter  how 
good  or  medium  the  birds  may  be,  only  one  can  win, 
and  to  pile  all  the  money  on  this  specimen,  wiiile' 
pleasing  to  the  lucky  one,  affords  no  encouragement  tO' 
tliose  whose  exhibits  are  just  about  as  good. 
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NATIONAL  POULTRY  INSTITUTE. 

TT  ha3  been  determined  by  the  Pro\-i3ional  Com - 
^  mittee,  which  was  formed  a  year  ago,  to 
take  immediate  steps  for  securing-  funds  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  National  Poultry  Institute 
on  a  broad  and  efficient  basis.  The  delay  was 
unavoidable,  due  to  circumstances  over  which  the 
committee  had  no  control. 

The  committee  responsible  for  this  action  is 
highly  influential,  inclusive  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  position,  among  whom  we  see  are  Sir  C.  Thomas 
Dyke  Acland,  Bart.,  Lord  Blyth,  Sir  Francis  A. 
Channing,  Bart.,  Sir  S.  H.  Leon,  Bart.,  Robert 
Mond,  Esq.,  Capt.  J.  A.  Morrison,  M.P.,  the  Mar- 
chioness of  Salisbury,  Col.  ^^an  de  Weyer,  F.  W. 
\"erney,  Esq.,  and  Col.  R.  Williams,  M.P.,  together 
with  representatives  appointed  by  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society,  the  British  Dairy  Farmers' 
Association,  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
the  Central  Land  Association,  the  National  Poultr}' 
Organisation  Society,  the  Poultry  Club,  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Societv,  and  the  Utility  Poultry  Ckib, 
and  Mr.  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.,  is  acting  as  jHon. 
Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  scheme  states  that  the  objects  are  : 

1.  To  investigate  and  demonstrate  the  best  methods 
of  breeding,  rearing,  and  keeping  all  kinds  of  poultry, 
with  a  view  to  the  increased  production  of  eggs  and 
table  poultry,  and  the  preparation  anf  marketing  of 
suc'i  products. 

2.  To  investigate  and  demonstrate  the  best  methods 
of  improving  the  characteristics  and  qualities  of  the 
various  races  of  domestic  poultrj-.  the  means  of 
improving  their  productiveness,  and  the  creation  and 
introduction  of  new  races. 

3.  To  inquire  into  difficulties  which  affect  poultrv- 
keeping.  wnth  the  object  of  discovering  the  causes  and 
showing  how  these  may  be  removed. 

4.  To  conduct  research  and  experimental  work  in 
relation  to  methods  of  poultry-keeping,  with  a  view  to 
their  improvement.  - 

5.  To  teach  the  various  branches  of  poultry-farming 
by  means  of  lectures,  pi"act  cal  instruction  classes,  or 
any  other  method  that  may  be  regarded  as  desirable. 

6.  To  disseminate  information  as  to  poultry-keeping 
by  means  of  reports,  bulletins.  &c  ,  giving  the  results 
of  investigations  and  research. 

7.  To  promote  generally  the  interests  of  poultry- 
keepers  of  all  classes,  and  thus  encourage  greater  and 
improved  production. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  these  purposes  it 
is  intended  to  co  -operate  with  various  public 
bodies,  and  to  establish,  equip,  maintain,  and 
develop  an  Institute  and  Farm  at  and  in  connection 
with  which  investigation  and  research  can  be  con- 
ducted, and  advanced  instruction  be  given  on 
matters  relating  to  poultry -keeping,  together  'with  the 
sciences  bearing  on  the  same,  and  whence  tbe;  results 
of  such  investigations  and  research  can  be  gener- 
all}'-  disseminated. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  farm  shall  be  of  at  least 
forty  acres,  part  of  which  would  be  occupied  by 
buildings  and  laid  out  in  runs.  The  Institute  build- 
ings proposed  to  be  erected  would  include  rooms 
for  administration,  lectures,  museum,  laboratories, 
&c.,  and  the  poultry  plant,  incubator  and  brooder 
houses,  poultry  houses  and  runs,  on  an  extensive 
scale,  enabling  the  work  of  teaching,  experiment  and 


research  to  be  conducted  on  a  broad  basis,  and  for 
a  large  stock  of  poultry  to  be  maintained.  If  this 
scheme  as  foreshadowed  be  realised  it  will  be  the 
finest  poultry  centre  in  the  world. 

The  capital  cost  is  estimated  at  £17,000  to 
£20,000,  and  the  annual  charges  for  staff  and 
maintenance  at  £4,000.  An  application  has  been 
lodged  with  the  Treasury  for  grants  from  the 
Development  Fund,  which,  together  with  support 
from  private  and  other  public  sources,  will,  if 
obtained,  enable  the  Provisional  Committee  to  carry 
out  this  scheme,  one  that  is  essential  to  the  farther 
progression  of  the  poultry  industry,  and  to  the 
increased  development  of  our  national  resources, 
equally  as  to  instruction  in  the  higher  branches  of 
poultry-keeping,  and  to  research  in  which  we  have 
been  lamentably  deficient. 

On  August  16.  1911.  the  Earl  Carrington,  K.G., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  received 
at  4,  Whitehall  Place  a  deputation  from  the  Pro- 
visional Committee  of  the  National  Poultry  Institute, 
consisting  of  Lord  Blvth,  Mr.  Charles  Bathurst, 
M.P.,  Hon.  M.  Hicks -Beach,  M.P.,  Sir  Francis  A. 
Channing,  Bart.,  Mr.  B.  W.  Home,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Jukes,  INIr.  Ernest  Matthews,  J. P.,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Brown,  F.L.S.  The  President  was  accompained  by 
Sir  Thomas  Elliott,  K.C.B.  (Secretary),  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  Middleton  (Assistant  Secretary)  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture. 

Lord  Blyth,  introducing  the  deputation,  called 
attention  to  the  poultry  industry  and  to  the  need 
for  its  development.  He  explained  that  the  Pro- 
visional Committee  had  made  application  to  the 
Treasury  for  substantial  grants  from  the  Develop- 
ment Fund  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
of  a  National  Poultry  Institute  on  broad  lines. 
The  support  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  was  asked 
to  this  application,  and  Lord  Blyth  mentioned  that 
in  the  growing  needs  of  our  population,  after 
bread  and  milk,  eggs  are  becoming  the  most  impor- 
tant articles  of  food,  especially  in  view  of  the 
inquiries   in   connection   with  tuberculosis. 

Mr.  Charles  Bathurst,  M.P.,  showed  that  lone  of  '.the 
great  objects  of  the  National  Poultry  Institute  w^ould 
be  higher  teaching,  research  into  the  problems  of 
the  poultry  industry,  and  practical  experimental 
work.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  in  these  direc- 
tions (we  have  been  very  much  behind  other 
countries,  more  especially  the  L^nited  States,  where 
large  support  has  been  given  in  a  similar  way. 

Sir  Francis  Channing,  Bart.,  called  attention  to 
the  importance  of  the  poultry  industry  to  small 
and  allotment  holders,  and  that  these  would 
assuredly  fail  unless  they  were  guided  on  to  right 
lines. 

The  claims  of  the  National  Poultry  Institute  were 
also  suDDorted  bv  Mr.  B.  W.  Horne  and  IMr.  W. 
A.  Jukes. 

In  reply  Lord  Carrington  expressed  his  warmest 
sympathy  with  the  proposal  and  supported  what 
had  been  said,  that  it  w-as  desirable  sucih  an  Institu- 
tion should  be  on  independent  lines  and  not  form 
part  of  another  Institute.  He  promised  the  sympa- 
thetic consideration  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  the  proposal  when  it  came  before  them  in  due 
course . 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Carrington  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  C_h.arles  Bathurst  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 
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POULTRY-KEEPING  IN  EGYPT. 

By  J.  STEPHEN  HiCKS. 

T  T  was  my  good  fortune  to  receive,  quite  recently, 
a  visit  from  a  gentleman  who  wished  to  take 
back  with  him  to  Egypt  a  few  pure -bred  birds 
for  the  purpose  of  grafting  them  on  local  stock. 
After  a  pen  had  been  selected,  we  fell  to  exchang- 
ing experiences  and  comparing  notes,  and  I  dis- 
covered that  my  visitor,  whilst  not  being  in  any 
way  a  fancier,  was  at  all  events  a  keen  student  of 
poultry  and  their  breeding. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  topic  was  that  of 
the  egg -ovens,  and  though  my  informant  had  never 
actually  been  inside  one  (the  attendants  seeming 
to  dislike  this,  and,  in  addition,  the  aperture  into  the 
oven  being  dirty,  and  only  about  two  feet  square), 
he  had  frequently  sent  eggs  there,  once  receiving 
sixty  odd  chicks  from  seventy -five  eggs,  and  usually 
an  equally  high  percentage,  for  a  nominal  charge. 
It  appears  that  these  men  practically  live  inside  the 
ovens  during  the  season,  the  eggs  being  incubated  at 
various  stages.  Being  accustomed  to  the  process  from 
childhood,  and  by  acquired,  or  perhaps  inherited,  in- 
stinct, their  bodies  are  so  sensitive  to  any  change  of 
temperature  within  the  oven  that  they  are  enabled 
to  tell  at  once  if  the  heat  is  too  great  or  too  little, 
when  they  reduce  fires,  or  stoke  up  accordingly  ; 
they  also  make  a  clucking  noise  while  turning  the 
eggs. 

On  one  occasion  this  gentleman  happened  to  sell 
some  eggs  for  hatching  to  a  native,  and  two  or  three 
days  afterwards  his  gardener  told  him  the  man  had 
returned  with  (five  eggs  that  would  not  hatch.  "  But 
how  can  he  possibly  tell  yet?"  said  my  informant. 
"  Oh,  he  says,  sir,  the  man  at  the  ovens  would 
not  take  them  in,  saying  they  were  not  fertile." 
The  eggs  were  replaced,  but  unfortunately  there 
was  no  means  of  testing  the  truth  of  this  assertion 
on  the  part  of  the  attendant.  I  begged  my  visitor, 
should  the  occasion  again  present  itself  on  his 
return  to  Egypt,  tO'  experiment  with  any  rejected 
eggs  and  let  me  know  the  result. 

Day-old  chicks  are  hawked  round  the  streets  of 
Cairo,  herded  together  in  two  large  pannier  baskets 
slung  each  side  of  a  donkey.  They  fetch  the  mosit 
reasonable  price  of  four  piastres  for  ten,  or  just 
about  a  penny  apiece.  The  hawker,  on  receiving 
an  order,  plunges  his  hand  into  the  basket,  and 
deals  out  the  required  number  of  chicks  as  if  they 
were  cards.  No  foster-mothers  are  required  at  any 
period  of  their  existence,  the  sun  being  svifficicntly 
hot  by  day,  and  the  chicks  being  brought  into 
the  house  in  a  basket  at  night. 

The  general  run  of  native  poultry  is  of  a  remark- 
ably puny,  if  somewhat  wiry,  description.  The  hens 
produce  an  undersized  egg,  which  can  usually  be 
obtained  at  the  rate  of  six  for  a  piastre,  or  under 
one  halfpenny  each.  '  My  caller,  however  (who 
resides  on  the  fringe  of  the  desert  about  six  miles 
from  Cairo),  had  managed  to  collect  some 
specimens  from  the  interior  of  the  Fayoum 
Province  with  much  better  proclivities.  He  de- 
scribed them  as  coming  fairly  true  to  a  type — 
active  in  appearance,  a  fair-sized  body  on  very 
long  legs,  with  markings  somewhat  similar  to 
Campines,  and  a  comb  single  or  leaf  (about  10  per 
cent,  of  the  birds  having  top-knots),  and  as  more 
than  ordinarily  good  layers  of  white  eggs.     It  was 


his  impression  that  some  former  Dutch  or  Belgian 
colonist  had  imported  pure -bred  birds  from  Europe, 
of  which  these  were  the  more  or  less  direct 
descendants.  The  English  Wyandottes  just  pur- 
chased, or  their  progeny,  are  to  be  crossed  wilth 
these  lanky  Braekel-Iike  birds,  with  a  view  to  the 
improvement  of  shape,  table  qualities,  and  to  deepen 
the  tint  of  the  eggs. 

According  to  my  informant  a  great  demand 
exists  at  excellent  prices  for  really  choice  chickens 
and  eggs  amongst  the  huge  hotels  during  the 
season  at  Cairo,  and  it  was  his  impression  that  a 
poultry-farm  run  on  sound  commercial  lines  by  a 
man  experienced  in  the  ways  of  local  poultry  would 
pay  well  in  Egypt.  People  out  there,  to  whom  the 
subject  has  been  broached,  have,  however,  usually 
shrugged  their  shoulders  and  replied  expressively 
"  chicken-cholera."  This  dread  complaint  appears 
at  intervals,  and  aided  by  the  unsanitary  methods 
of  native  poultry-keepers,  sweeps  rapidly  through 
a  district,  simply  wiping  out  all  the  fowls  therein. 

Note. — Having  written  the  above,  I  despatched 
the  manuscript  to  my  friend,  asking  him  if  he 
would  kindly  add  any  other  items  of  interest  ; 
also  whether  he  could  give  an}^  information  con- 
cerning poultry  in  Egypt  during  the  time  of  the 
Pharaohs,  for  I  seemed  to  remember  seeing  the 
mummies  of  some  favoured  cocks  and  hens  in  the 
British  Museum.  The  gist  of  his  remarks  is 
appended: 

"  The  ovens  work  from  January  until  April  only, 
and  all  the  eggs  are  put  in  as  received  without 
regard  to  the  age  of  those  already  incubating. 
Airing,  or  rather  cooling,  is  simply  managed  by  the 
natural  reduction  of  the  fires  night  and  morning, 
before  being  re-stoked.  The  natives  feed  their 
chickens  from  birth  onwards  entirely  on  crushed 
wheat. 

"  I  have  found  that  20  per  cent,  of  the  Fayoumy 
fowls  become  broody,  but  are  easily  b.roken  (and 
about  30  per  cent,  of  the  common  native  fowl). 
There  is  also  a  breed  of  Game  fowls  which  the 
natives  call  Hindi,  meaning  Hindu  or  Indian ;  these 
are  very  similar  to  Malays  or  Indian  Game,  and 
are  much  larger  than  the  native  fowls,  being  bad 
layers  and  good  sitters.  All  the  Elgyptian  fowls 
lay  white  eggs,  with  an  occasional  tinted  one. 

"  (Signed)  Maurice  C.  Stubbs." 


BEST  TABLE-BREEDS  OF  DUCKS. 

OF  white  plumaged  ducks,  the  Aylesbury  is  first 
favourite  in  the  British  Islands,  and  the  Pekin 
tomes' a  close  second.  Both  are  large -framed  birds, 
and  capable  of  being  fattened  without  difficulty. 
The  Aylesbury  has  the  advantage  of  whiter  skin 
and  flesh,  but  the  Pekin  is  more  procTuctive,  and 
lays  earlier  in  winter.  Either  breed  suits  excellently 
for  the  table -duck  industry,  but  the  Aylesbury  js 
most  in  favour,  chiefly  because  of  its  rapidity  in 
attaining  a  marketable  weight.  When  properly 
handled  it  is  quite  ready  for  the  table  nine  weeks 
after  it  has  emerged  from  the  shell.  Very  good 
results  have  been  obtained  by  crossing  these  two 
white  ducks,  and  in  this  country  the  Pekin  duck 
has  been  largely  used  to  impart  vigour  and  pro- 
lificacy  to   the   sluggish  Aylesbury. 
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There  are  so  many  ducks  of  worthless  strain  to 
be  picked  up  at  a  small  price  that  the  beginner  is 
apt  to  make  the  mistake  of  starting  with  inferior 
stock.  This  is  a  pitfall  to  be  avoided,  and  it  is 
better  to  expend  a  few  pounds  in  the  purchase  of 
the  best  birds  that  can  be  got — just  a  few  of  them 
to  start  with — than  to  spend  the  same  sum  upon  a 
larger  number  of  low-grade  birds.  In  this  way  a 
^ood  foundation  may  be  laid,  and  there  is  little 
difficulty  afterwards  in  maintaining  the  high  quality 
of  the  stock,  and  even  improving  it,  from  year  to 
year.  This  can  be  done  by  exercising  judgment  in 
the  Selection  and  mating  of  the  breeding  stock,  and 
in  no  other  way.  With  regard  to  profitable  duck- 
raising,  we  have  more  to  learn  from  successful 
American  duck -growers  than  from  those  at  home 
who  are  engaged  in  the  pursuit,  because  the  same 
progress  has  not  been  made  at  home  that  has  been 
made  in  the  Western  Continent  within  the  past 
fifteen  years.  The  American  duck  industry  has 
grown  to  extraordinary  dimensions  within  the  time 
named.  The  following  is  the  method  of  selecting 
l)reeding  stock  recommended  by  Mr.  James  Rankin, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  experienced  and  successful 
of  duck -raisers.  He  says:  "We  do  not  believe  in 
carrying  any  considerable  proportion  of  one  -  and 
two -year -old  stock  over  for  breeding  purposes.  All 
our  growing  stock  we  push  for  all  they  are  worth, 
and  get  all  the  growth  we  can  in  the  shortest 
possible  time.  The  young  birds  for  breeding  are 
picked  from  the  growing -pens  before  the  birds 
go  to  the  fattening -pens,^  and  on'ly  the  choicest, 
most  vigorous,  and  healthy  specimens  are  reserved 
for  breeding.  The  drakes  for  the  following  season's 
breeding  are  usually  selected  from  the  January - 
and  February -hatched  ducklings,'  and  these  are  put 
aside  in  special  yards  to  be  kept  for  the  winter 
matings.  The  ducks  are  not  selected  until  the 
March  and  April  hatchings  have  begun  to  develop, 
as  ducks  mature  taster  than  drakes,  and  the  ducks 
which  are  hatched  in  March  are  well  fit  for  breeding 
the  following  November  or  even  earlier." 

On  a  farm  where  ducks  for  breeding  are  kept 
bv  the  hundred,  the  feeding  of  them  during  that 
part  of  the  year  when  they  are  not  producing  eggs 
is  an  expensive  item,  and  for  this  reason  only  a 
small  proportion  pf  old  stock  is  held  over  throughout 
the  unproductive  season,  to  be  used  as  breeding 
stock  for  a  second  year.  Another  reason  for  relying 
upon  young  ducks  as  breeding  stock  is  that,  by 
highly  nutritious  feeding,  the  birds  are  forced  to 
perform  their  best  work  during  their  first  year. 
After  they  have  ceased  laying  at  the  end  of  the 
breeding  season,  the  sooner  they  are  disposed  of 
the  better.  Another  point  which  is  worthy  of 
consideration  is  that  ducks  of  a  year  old  can  be 
readily  fattened  and  sold  at  a  remunerative  price 
for  table,  or  they  can  be  sold  for  breeding,  whereas 
if  they  run  to  two  or  three  years  of  age  it  becomes 
almost  impossible  to  dispose  of  them,  and  they 
remain  a  dead  loss  on  one's  hands. 


Progress  in  Illinois* 

The  Illinois  Legislature  has  appropriated  120,000 
(£4,000)  for  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land  adjoin- 
ing the  farm  of  the  University  of  Illinois,  and  upon 
which  a  poultry  plant  is  to  be  established. 


PARTRIDGES  TO   SERVE  HOT. 

"DEFORE  being  cooked  the  birds  should  be  well 
hung,  otherwise  the  flesh  will  be  very  hard 
and  almost  tasteless.  In  cool  weather,  and  in  a 
suitable  place,  they  may  with  advantage  hang  for 
a  fortnight,  but  in  mild  muggy  weather  the  time 
of  keeping  must,  of  course,  be  considerably  shor- 
tened. An  experienced  cook  or  housewife  will 
know  at  a  glance  when  the  birds  are  ready  for 
dressing. 

Roast  Partridges. —  If  possible,  the  birds 
should  be  cooked  before  a  clear  hot  fire,  for 
then  the  basting  can  be  done  so  much  more 
satisfactorily,  but  if  this  cannot  be,  then  a  well- 
heated  oven  must  suffice.  In  either  case,  the  birds 
should  be  rather  underdone  or  the  flesh  is  apt  to 
prove  very  dry.  When  done  enough,  dish  up  the 
birds  on  a  bed  of  crisp,  well-seasoned  watercres's, 
(with  a  border  of  daintily-curled  bacon  round  about, 
and  serve  good  brown  gravy  and  bread  sauce  as 
accompaniments . 

Braised  Partridges. — Prepare  the  birds  in  the 
usual  way  and  truss  them  as  for  boiling,  then  put 
them  in  a  stewpan  with  a  little  good  butter,  or 
pure  beef  dripping.  Turn  them  about  over  a 
hot  fire  until  nicely  browned  all  over,  then  add  as 
much  brown  gravy  or  well -flavoured  stock  as  will 
nearly  cover  the  birds  and  let  them  stew  very  gently 
until  they  are  half  cooked ;  then  add  two  or  three 
dozen  carefully  prepared  button  mushrooms  and 
simmer  again  until  the  birds  are  done  enough. 
Serve  on  a  hot  dish  with  the  mushrooms  poured 
over   and  round. 

Another  Method. —  In  France  the  birds  are 
often  braised  and  served  as  follows  :  Prepare  and 
truss  them  in  the  ordinary  manner,  then  cover  them 
securely  with  thinly  -  cut  slices  of  fat  bacon  and 
place  them,  breasts  uppermost,  on  a  bed  of  roughly 
chopped  flavouring  vegetables,  which  have  been 
arranged  in  readiness  in  a  stewpan  ;  add  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  stock  to  ensure  moisture,  cover  closely 
with  buttered  paper  first,  then  with  the  pan  lid,  and 
cook  very  gently  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes,  or 
longer  if  necessary.  When  done  enough,  take  up 
the  birds,  and,  after  removing  the  bacon,  &c., 
place  them  neatly  on  a  hot  dish  ;  arrange  a  border 
of  creamed  cabbage  round  the  edge  of  the  dish, 
and  upon  this  form  a  ring  of  carefully -cooked 
sausages,  small  and  well  browned.  Serve  very 
hot,  accompanied  by  some  well  -  flavoured  brown 
gravy  or  some  favourite  sauce. 

Stewed  Partridges. — This  is  an  exceedingly 
dainty  method  of  cooking  and  serving  the  birds, 
and  has  also  the  recommendation  of  being  simple 
in  the  '  extreme.  When  properly  prepared  and 
firmly  trussed,  put  the  partridges  into  a  stewpan  and 
cover  them  with  boiling  stock  or  water  ;  add  a 
bunch  of  herbs,  a  seasoning  of  salt  and  pepper 
and  a  few  flavouring  vegetables,  and  simmer  gently 
until  they  are  sufficiently  cooked  ;  then  take  them 
up,  remove  all  fastenings,  and  keep  hot  while  the 
sauce  is  being  made.  The  choice  of  sauce  is  a 
matter  of  taste  entirely,  but  celery,  bechamel,  or 
soubise  sauce  is  especially  good  with  stewed  part- 
ridges. When  ready,  pour  the  sauce  over  the  birds, 
garnish  round  about  with  some  carefully -cooked 
suitable  vegetable,  or  with  crisply  toasted  or  fried 
bread  cut  in  neat  finger  pieces,  and  serve  very  hot. 

Partridge    Pudding. — Butter    very    liberally  a 
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pudding  basin  of  the  requisite  size  and  line  it 
out  witli  some  well-made  suet  pastry  rolled  out  about 
half  an  inch  thick  ;  then  have  ready  some  fine,  plump 
partridges  which  have  been  hung  sufficiently  long, 
and  cut  up  into^  small  joints,  and  pack  these  neatly 
into  the  basin  with  tiny  rolls  or  slices  of  prime 
bacon  in  between.  Season  pleasantly  with  salt, 
pepper,  and  grated  nutmeg  and  moisten  with  good 
brown  gravy  ;  then  cover  with  a  lid  of  the  pastry, 
wet  the  edges  and  press  them  firmly  together,  tie 
a  good,  strong  pudding  cloth  over  the  pudding, 
plunge  it  into  boiling  water,  and  boil  e'venly  and 
constantly  for  three  hours.  When  done  enough, 
remove  the  cloth  and  turn  the  pudding  out  care- 
fully on  to  a  hot  dish,  pour  over  and  round  it 
some  stewed  mushrooms  or  a  mushroom  puree,  and 
send  to  table  at  once. 


Souffle  of  Partrtdge.— Remove  the  meat  from 
some  cold  cooked  partridges  and  mince  it  very 
finely,  then  pound  it  to  a  smooth  paste,  adding 
during  the  process  a  little  seasoning  'of  salt, 
pepper,  and  nutmeg,  a  small  quantity  of  fr.':h, 
butter,  a  few  tablespoonfuls  of  good  stock  or  gravy, 
and  the  yolks  of  three  or  four  perfectly  fresh 
eggs  ;  last  of  all,  stir  in,  very  lightly,  the  whites 
of  the  eggs  which  have  been  whipped  to  a  stiff 
froth,  and  turn  the  preparation  into  a  well -greased 
l^ie-dish  sufficiently  deep  to  allow  for  the  souffle 
rising.  Bake  in  a  brisk  oven  for  about  ten  minutes,, 
then  fix  a  frill  round  the  dish,  and  serve  imme- 
diately. If  liked,  a  little  good  gravy  or  some 
well-made  creamy  sauce  may  be  served ;  but  as  a 
rule  the  souffle  is  preferred  without  any  accompani- 
ment. 


GELSGAARD   POULTRY  PLANT. 

By  W.  A.  KOCK.  ^ 

T  T  was  a  fine  morning  in  springtime  when  I 
^  visited  Gelsgaard,  by  Holte  Station,  eight 
English  miles  from  Copenhagen.     Mrs.  Lorup,  the 


A    BUFF   ORPINGTON    COCK    BELONGING  TO 

MRS.    LORUP.  iCoPyrlght. 

owner  of  the  poultry -yard,  is  specialising  in  egg - 
production  and  spring  chickens.  Besides  Leghorns 
there   are   kept   Barred   Plymouth   Rocks   and  Buff 


Orpingtons.  A  cross  between  Orpingtons  and 
Leghorns  are  answering  excellently  as  good  spring 
chickens.  The  Buff  Orpington  cockerel  shown  on 
this  page  was  bought  by   Mrs.   Lorup   last  spring 


SOME    OF    MRS.    LORUP'S    PEKIN  DUCKS. 

\Copy  right. 

from  an  English  breeder,  and  at  the  largest  show  in 
Copenhagen  secured  first  prize. 

The  poultry -yard  is  laid  out  on  good  grass -land, 
and  small  colony  houses  are  used,  accommodating 
twenty  to  thirty  hens  each.  In  a  large  pond  in 
the  garden  are  found  the  Pekin  ducks,  which,  at 
the  leading  shows,  have  secured  many  prizes.  The 
ducks  are  of  a  very  good  size  and  type. 
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rWO   "FANCY"  ITEMS. 

The  1911  "  Grand  International," 

This  year's  International  promises  to  be  an  inter- 
national show  in  more  than  name.     1  have  it  on 
the    very    best   authority   that   at    the  forthcoming 
event  there  will  be  a  foreign  section.     The  Club 
Avicole  du  Barbu  Nain  of  Brussels  is  sending  over 
200  to   250  birds  in  the  following  classes,  which 
will  form  a  distinct  section  and  be  staged  together  : 
Barbus  d'Anvers,  in   Noir,    Coucou,    Blanc,  Caills, 
Cailloute,  and  Bleu;  Barbus  d'UccIe  in  Miilefleurs, 
Porcelaine,     Cailloute,     and     Blanc;      Barbus  du 
Trubbe,  any  colour  ;  Barbus  d'Everberg,  any  colour. 
There  will  be  a  class  for  cock    or    cockerel,  and 
one  for  hen  or  pullet  in  each  variety,  twenty -four 
classes  in  all.    M.  Paul  Monsen  will  judge  Barbus 
d'Anvers  and  M.  R.  Pauwels  the  remainder.  There 
will   also   be   two   classes   for    ducks    (Canard  de 
Forest),  with  M.  Paul  Monsen  as  judge.  Fanciers 
will  doubtless  be  pleased  to  learn  that  there  will 
also  be  a  great  "  gathering  of  the  clans  "  at  the 
forthcoming    International,    since   already  eighteen 
specialist  poultry  clubs  will  hold  their  annual  shows 
under    its    wing,  and    these    include    the  Brahma 
(ten    classes),     the    Black     Orpington,     the  Buff 
Orpington,     the     Variety     Orpington     (twenty -two 
cl  asses),  the  United  Wyandotte,  the   Leghorn  (s'x- 
teen  classes),  the  Buff  Plymouth  Rock,  the  Minorca, 
the  Sussex,  the  Houdan,  the  Ancona,  the  Campine, 
the    Black    Sumatra    Game    Fowl,    the    Silkie,  the 
Sebright  Bantam,  the  Brahma  Bantam,  the  Rose- 
comb    Bantam,    the    Crested    Duck,    and  probably 
three  or  four  others.   The  classification  for  Orping- 
tons will  be  the  largest  that  has  ever  been  given 
at  any  show,  since  in  addition  to  the  clubs  already 
mentioned    (and   the   Variety  Orpington   Club  em- 
braces the  White,   the  Jubilee,   and   the  Spangled 
varieties),  there  will    be    three    classes  for  Blues, 
two    for    Cuckoos,    and    one    for    Reds.      Mr.  T. 
Threlford   ('23,  Lime  Street,  London,  E.G.)  is  still 
at  the  head  of  affairs  as   Hon.   Secretary  of  the 
poultry  section. 

Leghorns,  Lionesses,   and  Lemurs  ! 

I  believe  it  is  well  known  throughout  the  pou'try 
Fancy  that  for  the  past  few  years  Mr.  G.  Tyrwhitt 
Drake,  F.Z.S.,  M.B.O.U.,  the  worthy  rion.  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  Poultry  Club,  has  kept  a^l 
eight  varieties  of  Leghorn  fowls,  and  h2  is,  I  be- 
lieve, the  only  fancier  with  such  a  record.  Of 
recent  time?,  however,  he  has  been  "  hobbying  "  in 
another  direction,  collecting  wild  animals  and  birds  ; 
and  to  such-  an  extent  has  he  gone  in  for  that 
hobby  that  he  has  decided  to  somewhat  reduce  his 
poultry.  Scientific  breeding  and  the  Mendel  Laws  not- 
withstanding, Mr.  Drake,  like  many  another  good 
poultry  fancier,  finds  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  breed  a  considerable  number  of  chickens  from 
which  to  pick  winners  in  each  variety;  hence  he 
has  decided  to  give  up  Black,  White,  Blue,  and 
Buff  Leghorns,  and  devote  his  time  to  the  remaining 
four  varieties— viz..  Brown,  Duckwing,  Pile,  and 
Cuckoo.  I  notice  he  does  not  ment'on  the  Red 
and  the  Partridge,  or  even  the  Mottled  Leghorns, 
so  presumably  he  does  not  consider  them  as 
belonging  to  the  breed !  In  connection  with  his 
"  ^vild  beast  show  "  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
iMr.  Drake  is  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Amateur    Menagerie    Club,    and    that    his  private 


collection  now  contains  close  on  seventy  wild 
animals  and  birds,  including  three  lionesse?,  three 
bears  (different  varieties),  four  wolves  (three  varie- 
ties), jackals,  wild  dogs,  foxes,  lemurs,  and  also 
several  small  animals,  while  among  the  birds  are- 
two  American  ostriches,  a  golden  eagle,  a  vulture, 
and  (numerous  parrots,  and  of  the  grass-eating" 
animals,  foreign  goats,  deer,  cattle,  and  sheep, 
One  trembles  to  think  what  would  happen  if  free 
range  were  allowed!  But  this  is  scarcelv  likelv 
to  occur,  since  the  cages  I  saw  when  I  paid  a  visit 
to  Cob  Tree  some  time  since  were  built  on  the 
most  approved  lines,  and  strong  enough  to  confine 
elephants.  It  is  perhaps  as  well  for  the  nightly 
peace  of  the  residents  of  Sandling,  Maidstone,  that 
Mr.  Drake's  menagerie  is  in  a  very  large  park, 
and  well  away  from  "  the  madding  crowd." 
Cock-crowing,  the  supposed  bane  of  the  city 
dwellers'  existence,  would  be  nowhere  compared 
with  the  din  of  the  "  wild  kings  "  at  meal  times! 

W.  W.  B. 


YORKSHIRE  NOTES. 

Bv  FRED.  W.  PARTON. 

'\1^7'HILE  the  live  poultry  section  at  the  Royal 
Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society's  Show  ai 
Rotherham,  both  in  number  and  in  quality,  was 
entirely  satisfactory,  it  is  a  most  regrettable  fact 
that  the  dead  poultry  exhibits  were  far  from  what 
might  reasonably  have  been  expected.  It  is  some- 
what difficult  to  account  for  the  lamentable  dis- 
play— twelve  entries  in  light  class ;  the  classes 
for  cockerels  'and  for  pullets,  those  for  pure  and 
for  cross  breeds,  and  those  for  fattened  and  un- 
fattened  chickens  having  but  one  entry  per  class. 

The  extremely  hot  weather  perhaps  was  one 
reason  why  people  were  so  chary  about  entering 
into  competition.  The  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  the  table-fowls  should  be  shown  alive,  and, 
of  course,  there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  suggestion 
in  that  the  birds  may  be  exhibited  again  and 
again.  However,  the  fact  remains  that  something 
should  be  attempted  to  stimulate  this  branch  of 
economic  poultry  culture. 

The  lack  of  interest  in  dead  table-poultry  is  not 
confined  to  Yorkshire  alone,  but  the  same  may  be 
said  of  other  counties.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
at  the  present  time,  and  especially  so  in  Yorkshire, 
more  particularly  in  the  West  than  either  the  North 
or  East  Ridings,  egg -production  is  of  greater  im- 
portance than  table-poultry.  At  the  same  time, 
there  is  not  sufficient  reason  why  the  latter  should 
not  receive  attention.  I  know  of  fanciers,  many 
of  whom  were  among  the  chief  winners  at  the  jshow 
in  question,  who  sold  their  cull  cockerels  at  7s. 
a  pair,  and  to^  obtain  such  prices — ^especially 
in  a  part  of  the  country  not  renowned  for  high 
prices — it  will  be  understood  that  the  birds  were 
good,  which  says  much  for  the  utility  properties 
of  birds  which  are  bred  for  fancy  purposes. 

The  live  poultry  section  brought  together  the 
leading  fanciers  in  the  country,  and  the  universal 
opinion  was  that  the  quality  was  of  a  very  high 
order,  the  exhibition  being  the  best  in  the  history 
of  th-e  Yorkshire  Agricultural  Society.  Every 
class  brought  forward  a  good  entry,  and  competi- 
tion was  indeed  keen. 
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POULTRY   PRODUCERS'  INSTITUTE 
DAY  AT  KILMARNOCK. 

'T^HE  second  annual  Poultry  Producers'  Institute 
day  was  held  at  Holmes  Farm,  Kilmarnock, 
on  Saturday,  August  19,  and  the  meeting  proved 
a  very  great  success.  A  full  programme  was  ar- 
ranged, including  addresses  and  practical  demon- 
strations, and  certain  phases  of  the  industry  were 
dealt  with  in  an  interesting  and  instructive  manner. 
The  meeting  opened  at  noon,  with  Mr.  Thos.  Hunter 
in  the  chair.  The  chairman's  remarks  were  brief, 
but  tO'  the  point,  as  there  was  a  long  programme  to 
be  carried  through.  The  order  for  the  day  was 
as  follows : 


12  noon 

Chairman's  Remarks. 

12.15 

Paper  :  Results  of  Co-operative  Organisa- 

tion. 

12.45 

Demonstration  :  Trussing  for  Roasting. 

I — 2 

Interval  for  lunch. 

2.0 

Demonstration  :  Boneing. 

2.15 

Paper  :  Principles  of  Breed  Development, 

by  Mr.  Wil  Brown,  Holmes  Farm. 

2.45 

Demonstrations:  Trussing  for  Boiling;  Egg 

Testing  and  Grading. 

3-0 

Address  :  Poultry-Keeping  in  Ireland,  by 

Mr.  P.  A.  Francis  (Irish  Department  of 

Agriculture). 

3-30 

Demonstrations  :   Trussing  for  Roasting  : 

Eiig  Testing  and  Grading. 

The  practical  demonstrations  were  given  by  Miss 
Kinross  and  Miss  Macglashan,  and  these  added 
greatly  to  the  success  of  the  day. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  impossible  to  give  the  ad- 
dresses in  full ;  therefore  we  make  the  following 
quotations  : 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  Francis  said : 
Probably  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  where 
the  industry  of  poultry-keeping  occupies  such  an 
important  position  in  the  daily  life  of  the  rural 
community  as  is  the  case  at  the  present  time  in 
Iteland.  With  a  total  population  of  about  4^^- 
millions — a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  city 
or  country  town-dwellers,  and  consequently  keep 
few  or  no  poultry — there  were  in  1910  24,339,015 
head  of  poultry  in  the  country. 

There  are  in  Ireland  at  least  427,375  holdings 
under  50  acres  in  extent,  and  85,644  holdings  of 
less  than  one  acre  in  extent.  The  value  of  the 
poultry  industry  to  the  occupiers  of  these  small 
holdings  can  scarcely  be  over-estmiated.  In  many 
cases  ;existence  would  be  rendered  difficult — if  not 
impossible — without  the  frequent  and  regular 
cash  receipts  obtained  from  the  sales  of  eggs  and 
ploultry.  How  this  individual  production  bears 
upon  the  national  prosperity  of  Ireland  is  seen 
at  once  from  the  following  figures : 

Exports  from  Irklaxd  ix  1909. 

Poultry  and  Eggs    £}'75?iA^5 

Butter    3,625,111 

Pigs    5,000,000 

These  figures  for  poultry  and  eggs  do  not  include 
any  parcel  post  trade,  whi:h  probably  amounts  to 
about  £30,000  annually.  If  the  home  consumption 
is  assumed  to  be  of  the  value  of  £2,000,000 
annually — and,  in  my  opinion,  this  amount  is, 
if  anything,  an  under-estimate — we  see  that  Irish 
poultry-keepers  produce  goods  worth  nearly 
£6,000,000  sterling  annually — a  sum  the  ;most  "  anti- 


hen  "  farmer  cannot  despise.  Irish  poultry  ex- 
ports have  shown  a  steady  and  almost  con- 
tinuous annual  increase  in  the  last  few  years  ;  and^ 
considering  the  suitability  both  of  the  Irish  climate 
and  farming  conditions  and  the  proximity  of  the 
market  of  Great  Britain,  there  is,  in  my  opinion, 
great  scope  for  further  development. 

In  dealing  with  the  question  of  "  The  Principles 
of  Breed  Development,"  Mr.  Brown  remarked  : 
I  think  it  will  help  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
if  brief  reference  is  made  at  this  stage  to  the 
advancement  that  has  already  been  brought  about, 
since  this  will  indicate  directions  in  which  further 
development  may  be  possible. 

Breeds. —  From  the  four  original  types  of  the 
different  species  of  poultry — fowls,  ducks,  geese, 
and  turkeys — we  have  hundreds  of  breeds  and 
varieties.  Many  of  the  most  popular  and  pro- 
fitable of  our  present-day  poultry  were  unknown 
forty   years  ago. 

Size. — With  the  exception  of  the  Bantams,  in- 
crease of  size  has  been  from  one  to  four  hundred 
per  cent. 

Egg -Production. — ^Instead  of  the  twenty -two  to 
twenty-six  eggs  laid  by  the  wild  progenitors — the 
jvmgle  fowl  of  India — we  have  breeds  normally 
producing  eighty  to  150  eggs  per  annum. 

Flesh  Qualities. —  If  we  compare  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  flesh  on  the  jungle  fowl  with  that 
of  pur  best  table-breeds,  a  vast  progression  is 
v?:vident.  Early  maturity  has  also  been  attained 
to  a  degree  at  one  time  thought  almost  impossible. 

Maternal  Instinct. — This  has  been  practically 
suspended  in  some  breeds  without  curtailment  of 
the  laying  quality  with  which  it  is  associated. 

The  question  as  to  how  these  vast  improvements 
have  been  achieved  is  of  deep  interest,  since  some 
of  the  factors  we  understand ;  but,  again,  about 
many  we  know  little  or  nothing.  One  thing  is 
certain,  however — namely,  that  natural  selection  has 
played  a  very  important  part,  assisted  undoubtedly 
by  changed  environment  with  new  conditions  of 
soil,  of  climate,  and  of  food. 

In  the  case  of  egg-production,  many  influences 
have  been  at  work.  We  must  remember  that  the 
improvement  indicated  above  is  the  result  of  genera- 
tions of  selection,  and  not  a  sudden  abnormal 
development,  a  result  that  can  seldom  be  main- 
tained. Many  things  have  contributed  their  share 
toi  the  result.  The  selection  of  the  breeding-stock 
has  played  its  part ;  the  introduction  of  breeds 
of  high  fecundity,  or  which,  by  change  of  condi- 
tions, have  developed  on  that  line,  or  which  have 
responded  to  the  greater  care  and  the  special  food 
given  to  them,  has  also  assisted.  To  leap  from  the 
twenty -two  eggs  of  the  jungle  fowl  to  the  100  of  the 
farmers'  bird  would  prove  fatal,  even  were  such  a 
thing  possible  ;  but  to  work  up  to  that  total  through  a 
long  series  of  years  has  been  possible.  This  is 
encouragement  for  the  future  until  the  limit  of  pro- 
duction has  been  reached,  provided  we  realise  at 
the  outset  that  progress  must  be  slow.  Increased 
production  will  always  tend  to  infertility,  and  to 
the  weakening  of  the  constitution  if  too  rapid,  and 
until  Nature  has  had  time  to  recover  her  balance. 

There  is  another  factor  that  has  helped  to  a  gteat 
extent  in  this  direction.  For  some  years  past  laying 
competitions  have  been  organised  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  these  have  had  a  direct  influence  on 
the  average  economic  value  of   our  fowls.  This 
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influence  has,  perhaps,  been  more  in  tlae  direction 
of  acting  as  an  incentive  to  pouhry-keepers  gene- 
rally to  improve  the  quality  of  their  stock.  By 
comparison  their  birds  appear  poor  in  the  light 
of  the  achievements  of  some  of  the  winning  pens, 
and  this  has  engendered  discontent.  There  are 
several  points  that,  in  my  opinion,  are  worthy  of 
reconsideration  in  connection  with  these  com- 
petitions. For  one  thing,  the  period  of  test  should 
be  increased  to  one  and  two  years,  and  then 
definite  conclusions  might  be  formed  as  to  their 
exact  influence  on  the  poultry  industry.  I  believe, 
also,  that  breeders  are  making  a  very  great  mis- 
take in  that  the  birds  competing  in  these  tests  have 
been  used  the  same  year  as  breeders. 

The  educational  value  of  laying  competitions 
is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  public 
money,  and  such  money  must  come  in  the  form 
of  adequate  grants,  since  the  cost  is  too  great 
for  any  voluntary  society.  We  propose  to  demon- 
strate this  system  of  trap -nesting  at  Holmes  Farm 
over  a  series  of  years,  beginning  this  October,  so 
that  we  may  prove  to  our  own  satisfaction  that 
the  opinions  we  hold  are  correct.  Incidentally, 
I  may  remark  that  we  propose  to  publish  results 
at  stated  intervals. 

The  trend  of  aft'airs  at  the  present  appears  to 
be  largely  in  the  direction  of  the  formation  of  new 
breeds,  but  1  think  we  should  ask  ourselves  whether 
we  have  made  the  most  of  those  we  already  possess . 
Enlargement  of  choice  may  prove  a  positive 
hindrance. 

As  I  have  already  suggested,  our  one  aim  is  to 
benefit  producers  and  to  conserve  and  extend  the 
national  resources,  and  all  other  points  can  but  be 
secondary.  We  must  consider  in  all  things  the 
requirements  of  the  future  to  fill  up  the  void  created 
by  reduced  imports  from  abroad  and  to  anticipate 
the  changes  which  are  not  yet  fully  realised.  It  is 
not  sufficient  merely  to  tread  in  the  same  path  as 
traversed  by  our  forefathers.  To  this  end,  t^e 
most  important  factors  are  educational  facilities 
for  all  grades  of  poultry-keepers,  experimental  work 
in  order  to  discover  better  methods,  combined  with 
a  readiness  on  the  part  of  farmers  and  others  to 
take  advantage   of  such  facilities. 

Central  and  local  authorities  are  awakening  from 
their  long  sleep.  Educat'on,  production,  organisa- 
tion are  equally  important,  and  must  march  side 
by  side.  I  take  it  that  the  object  of  a  meeting  of 
this  kind  is  not  only  to  give  guidance  to  poultry- 
keepers,  but  to  supply  that  impelling  force  that 
will  overcome  every  obstacle,  whether  raised  by 
the  inertia  of  public  bodies  or  the  lethargy  of  in- 
dividuals. We  must  awaken  the  sleepers  everywhere. 

Owing  to  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  John 
Drysdale,  secretary  of  the  Scottish  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr. 
Wil.  Brown  dealing  with  the  working  and  the 
results  of  co-operative  organisation  in  Denmark. 
As  Mr.  Brown  pointed  out,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  enter  into  details  showing  the  beneficial 
results  that  have  accrued  from  co-operative  enter- 
prise, since  he  did  not  possess  the  same  intimate 
inside  knowledge  as  would  be  in  the  possession 
of  one  in  ^Ir.  Drysdale's  position.  The  lessons 
to  be  learnt  from  Denmark,  remarked  Mr.  Brown, 
are  numerous  and  important,  for  certainly  that 
country  is  well  in  the  van  as  regards  this  special 
form  of  marketing. 


THE  UTILITY  POULTRY  CLUB. 

"j  X  publishing  their  Quarterly  Circular  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Utility  Poultry  Club  draw  special 
attention  to  their  forthcoming  Laying  Competitions, 
In  the  February  Circular  information  was  received 
that  there  was  little  likelihood  of  the  Development 
Commissioners  dealing  with  the  club's  applicatioa 
for  a  grant  until  some  time  had  elapsed,  the  com- 
missioners being  occupied  with  the  larger  and  more 
important  applications.  It  was  suggested  that  if 
the  application  for  a  grant  towards  the  expenses 
of  a  competition  came  from  a  college  receiving 
a  Government  grant  there  would  be  much  better 
prospects  of  the  application  being  considered.  With 
this  end  in  view  various  bodies  were  approached, 
and  ultimately  a  scheme  was  formulated  with  the 
Harper  Adams  Agricultural  College,  Newport, 
Salop,  who  were  prepared  to  conduct  the  competi- 
tion, and  in  due  course  the  application  was  made. 
Unfortunately,  a  technical  difficulty  arose,  and  there 
was  a  danger  that  the  commissioners  would  con- 
sider the  competition  as  educational,  rather  thaa 
experimental  and  scientific.  As  the  educational 
grants  are  being  made  to  the  County  Councils  it  was 
o'bvious  that  a  scheme  must  be  formulated  on  a 
broader  basis  to  come  within  the  category  of 
research  work  for  which  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  are  to  receive  a  "  block  "'  grant  of 
£40,000. 

The  scheme  agreed  with  the  Harper  Adams 
College  provided  for  a  competition  being  run  for 
100  pens,  the  college  supplying  the  land,  and  the 
manager  undertaking  the  entire  control  and  financial- 
responsibility,  the  commissioners  being  asked  to 
make  a  grant  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  whole  of 
the  plant  and  equipment.  The  entry  fee,  on  the 
basis  of  the  plant  being  supplied  out  of  the  public 
chest,  was  to  have  been  fixed  at  3  0s. 

The  college  have  now  agreed  to  negotiate  with 
the  club  for  a  competition  to  be  run  for  at  least 
two  years,  at  which  progeny  tests  shall  be  carried 
out  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  with  this  additional 
feature  the  competition  will  be  sufficiently  experi- 
mental and  scientific  to  make  the  scheme  more 
attractive  to  the  commissioners  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  scheme  cannot  be 
got  out  until  some  time  has  elapsed  ;  but  it  is  hoped 
that  a  o'rant  mav  be  obtained  in  time  to  make  it 
possible  to  start  a  competition  in  October,  1912. 

The  L'tility  Poultry  Club  have  arranged  to  hold 
the  annual  Four  ^Months'  Laying  Competition  in 
two  sections,  commencing  on  October  17  next, 
one  at  Bartle,  near  Preston,  Lancashire,  under  the 
management  and  personal  supervision  of  Mr.. 
William  Barron,  and  the  other  at  Grimley,  Wor- 
cester, under  the  management  and  personal  super- 
vision of  Mr.  George  Xicholls.  Both  these 
managers  conducted  their  respective  competitions 
very  successfully  last  year,  when  records  were 
established. 

Accommodation  will  be  provided  for  forty  pens 
in  each  Competition.  All  birds  will  be  penned" 
on  good  grass  land  not  previously  used  for  poultry, 
and  trap -nests  will  be  used,  the  record  of  every 
bird  being  accurately  kept. 

The  awards  offered  by  the  Club  to  the  owners 
of  winning  pens— those  laying  the  greatest  value  in 
eggs — consist  of  gold  and  silver  medals,  certifi  - 
cates,  and  cash  prizes. 
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Full  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  J.  N. 
Leigh,  I  den,  Rye,  Sussex,  on  receipt  of  a  stamped 
addressed  envelope. 

The  Competition  is  open  to  anyone,  whether 
members  of  the  society  or  not,  and  in  the  event  of 

":re  being  too  many  entries,  the  places  will  oe 
:>aJloted  for.  All  entries  must  be  lodged  with  the 
.secretary  not  later  than  September  9. 

Reports  will  be  issued  monthly,  giving  an  account 
of  the  progress  of  the  Competitions. 


NORTHERN  UTILITY 
SOCIETY. 


POULTRY 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Illustrated  Poultry  ReCvOrd. 

Dear  Sir, —  I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing 
you  that  the  Society  are  making  arrangements  for 
running  the  Annual  Four  Months'  Laying  Competi- 
tion on  more  extensive  lines  than  on  any  previous 
occasion.  The  £50  prize,  won  by  myself  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record,  will 
be  utilised  to  provide  houses  similar  to  those 
used  by  Mr.  Will  Barron  in  the  U.P.C.  Competition 
at  Bartle  with  so  much  success  last  winter. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  Messrs.  Burrell 
arid  Thornton,  W  hit  tie  field  Farm,  to  provide,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Competition,  land  which  lias  not 
previously  been  used  for  poultry.  The  management 
of  the  Competition  will  also  be  in  their  hands.  It 
is  proposed  to  run  the  Competition  in  two  sections. 
Open  and  Local,  with  two  sets  of  prizes,  in  order 
if  possible  to  encourage  some  of  the  smaller 
breeders  to  take  part  in  the  Competition.  The 
Open  Section  can  be  entered  by  any  person  wishing 
to  do  so  at  an  entrance  fee  of  £1.  The  Local 
Section  will  be  confined  to  a  radius  of  eight  miles 
of  Burnley,  at  an  entrance  fee  of  10s.  6d.,  but  any 
person  residing  in  that  area  may  enter  the  Open 
Section  if  they  wish  to  do  so.  The  Committee  will 
be  pleased  to  receive  offers  of  Special  Prizes  for 
either  section  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  so 
that  final  arrangements  may  be  made. — Yours  truly, 
C.   LONGBOTTOM,    Hon.  SiC. 


RED    ORPINGTON  CLUB. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 

Dear  Sir, —  In  Mr.  Broomhead's  notes  on 
Fanciers  and  Fancy  Matters  in  this  month's  Record 
he  makes  mention,  under  the  title  "  The  Red 
Boom,"  of  the  words  "  What  difference  is  there 
between  the  Red  Orpington  and  the  Red  Sussex?" 

If  you  will  kindly  allow  me  a  little  space  I 
would  like  to  inform  Mr.  Broomhead  that  the  two 
breeds  are  as  different  as  chalk  is  from  cheese. 
The  Red  Orpington  fowl,  lately  introduced  by  Mr. 
W.  Holmes  Hunt,  is  more  or  less  a  replica  of  the 
Buff  all  through,  which  is  well  known  as  a  self  - 
coloured  bird,  the  only  difference  being  that  the  Red 
Orpington  is  a  dark  mahogany  instead  of  a  buff. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  standard  for  Red  Sussex 
demands  that  the  head  and  neck  hackle  shall  be 
striped  with  black,  and  wings  with  black  in  flight, 
together  with  a  black  tail. 

This  black  is  not  required  in  the  Red  Orpington, 

but  like  the  'Buffsi  it  occasionally  comes  in  wings  (and 

tail. — Yours  faithfully,  tt  c^xr^.x-., 

A  i.-ir7ir^-ii  oELLTN'j?. 

August  17,  1911. 


MARKETS   &  MARKETING. 


Week  Ending  July  22. 

The  exceptionally  warm  weatlier  played  great 
havoc  among  poultry  supplies,  and  the  wastage  on 
the  markets  was  very  great  indeed.  The  import- 
ance of  speedy  marketing  was  never  more  notice- 
able than  during  the  past  summer.  On  the  whole, 
the  markets  were  quiet,  but  trade  was  fairly  good, 
and   a   pretty   general   clearance   was  effected. 

Week  Ending  July  29. 

The  continuance  of  the  great  heat  seriously 
affected  the  poultry  market.  Eggs  were  fairly- 
plentiful,  yet  made  a  satisfactory  price.  Duck- 
lings were  abundant  and  cheap.  Everything,  save 
eggs,  was  low  in  price.  Many  consigrmients  ar- 
rived in  an  unfit  state  for  consumption,  while  those 
that  succeeded  in  reaching  the  market  in  good 
condition  had  to  be  disposed  of  at  once  owing  to 
the  hot  weather. 

Week  Ending  August  5. 

Poultry  produce  generally  was  plentiful,  and  as 
a  consequence  prices  remained  low.  Really  new- 
laid  eggs  were,  however,  the  one  exception,  and 
were  rather  scarce,  making  good  prices.  Some 
venison  arrived  on  the  market  in  capital  condition, 
and  found  a  ready  sale.  x\  few  English  hares  and 
leverets  were  shown. 

Week  Ending  August  12, 

Owing  to  the  dockers'  and  carmen's  strike  the 
markets  were  practically  empty,  and  no  business 
of  any  note  was  carried  on. 

Week  Ending  August  19. 

The  trade  in  poultry  produce  improved  greatly, 
and  supplies  were  fairly  plentiful,  while  values 
re'mained  firm.  There  was,  on  the  whole,  an 
excellent  clearance.  Grouse  were  plentiful,  and 
hares   were   present   in   fairly   large  numbers. 


TRADE  NOTICES. 

An  Attractive  Catalogue. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of  Messrs.  T. 
Craven  and  Sons'  catalogue,  and  a  very  useful  and  interesting 
volume  it  is,  containing  no  fewer  than  124  pages,  and  freely 
illustrated  throughout.  Messrs.  Craven  supply  practically 
everything  the  modern  poultry-keeper  can  possitily  require, 
from  a  poultry-house  to  a  rubber  egg  stamp,  and  from  an 
incub  itor  or  brooder  to  an  egg  box.  The  specialities  are 
far  too  numerous  to  mention,  and  we  advise  our  readers  to 
secure  a  copy  of  this  useful  book. 

Owing  to  rapidly  increasing  business  Messrs.  Craven  and 
Sons  have  lately  opened  commodious  premises  at  273,  Gray's 
Inn  Road,  London,  where  there  is  held  a  large  stock  of 
appliances  of  all  descriptions. 

A  Useful  Addition. 

The  value  of  the  telephone  is  very  great  indeed  to  those 
who  live  in  the  country,  and  to  poultry-lveepers  particularly 
is  it  of  service.  Mr.  W.  Holmes  Hunt,  of  Hellingly,  Sussex, 
informs  us  that  he  has  just  had  the  telephone  laid  on  to  his 
farm,  so  as  to  be  able  to  get  into  touch  quickly  with  his 
many  customers.    His  number  is  Hailsham  23. 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Cook*s  Exports. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  William  H.  Cook,  of  the 
Model  Poultry  Farm,  St.  Paul's  Cray,  Kent,  has  shippe.i  the 
following  birds  to  clients  abroad,  many  of  them  being 
repeat  orders  :  One  Bl  ick  and  one  Buff  Orpington  cock,  to 
M.  Raquet,  Somme,  France  ;  thirty-six  White  Leghorns,  to 
M.  E.  Artur,  Toulon,  France  ;  one  cock  and  two  Buff 
Orpingtons,  and  one  cock  and  two  White  Orpingtons,  to 
Killa-ney,  Manitoba  ;  one  cock  and  six  Buff  Orpingtons,  to 
M.  Lecomte,  Biarritz  ;  twenty-five  Buff  Orpington  eggs,  o 
Mr.  J.  Case,  Federated  Malay  States  ;  one  cock  and  two 
Buff  Orpingtons,  to  Killarney,  Manitoba  ;  twelve  White 
Leghorns,  to  E.  Ai'tur,  Toulon,  France;  one  c  )ck  and  six 
Buff  Orpingtons,  one  cock  and  six  Indian  Game,  one  cock 
and  six  Dark  Dorkings,  one  cock  and  two  White  Leghorns, 
one  drake  and  three  Aylesburys,  one  drake  and  three 
Pekins,  to  Brandsbek,  Germany  ;  two  cocks  and  ten  White 
Orpingtons,  two  cocks  and  twelve  Buff  Orpingtons,  (  ne 
drake  and  two  Indian  Runners,  to  Costa  Rica;  one  cock 
and  three  Buff  Cochin^,  two  cocks  and  six  Buff  Orpingtons, 
to  Rio,  Brazil  ;  two  cocks  and  four  Black  Orpingtons,  two 
cocks  and  four  White  Orpingtons,  two  cocks  and  four  Buff 
Orpingtons,  two  cocks  and  four  Barred  Rocks,  and  two 
cocks  and  four  Buff  Wyandottes,  to  Rio,  Brazil  ;  one  cock 
and  two  White  Orpingtons,  two  cocks  and  ten  White 
Orpingtons,  two  cocks  and  six  White  Orpingtons,  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  Argentine  ;  one  cock  and  two  Minorcas,  and  one 
cock  and  two  Leghorns,  to  Maceio,  South  America  ;  one 
cock  and  two  White  Dorkings,  one  cock  and  two  White 
Orpingtons,  one  cock  and  two  White  Wyandottes,  one  cock 
and  two  White  Cochins,  to  Kobe,  Japan. 

Mr.  Tamlin*s  Exports. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  W.  Tamlin's  exports  for  July 
igii  :  Twelve  30  incubators,  twelve  60  incubators,  twelve 
100  incubators,  six  60  foster-mothers,  to  J.  F.  Marshall, 
Johannesburg,  agent  for  the  Transvaal ;  twenty  100  incu- 
bators, ten  60  incubators,  to  A.  Newcomb  and  Co.,  Auck- 
land, agent  for  New  Zealand  ;  one  60  incubalor  and  one 
60  foster-mother,  to  A.  E.  Izzard,  New  Zealand  ;  three 
Feltham  poultry-houses,  to  Mrs.  E,  Olin,  Belgium  ;  two 
60  incubators,  to  Mr.  G.  Chapman,  Monte  Video  ;  one 
100  incubator,  to  T.  Dwyer,  Buenos  Ayres  ;  one  60  incu- 
bator, to  A.  P.  Kilvington,  Barbadoes  ;  one  100  incubator, 
to  W,  King,  Demerara  ;  one  60  incubator  and  one 
6o  foster-mother,  to  Miss  Wolfe,  Yokohama  ;  one  100  incu- 
bator, to  Thos.  Davey,  Rio  de  Janeiro  ;  one  30  and  one 
60  incubator,  to  A.  B.  Williams,  Philadelphia  ;  one  60  incu- 
bator and  one  60  foster-mother,  to  P.  R.  Burton,  Mossel 
Bay,  South  Africa  ;  and  one  100  incubator,  to  A.  Cornock, 
Delagoa  Bay,  South  Africa. 

British  and  Foreign  Perfumes. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  manufacture  of  perfumes 
is  essentially  a  foreign  art.  While  it  is  true  that  many  of 
the  ingredients  used  by  perfumers  are  gums  and  spices 
which  come  from  the  East,  British  manufacturers  are  quite 
to  the  forefront  in  preparing  these,  and  have  in  addition 
many  perfumes  which  are  almost  peculiar  to  this  country. 
One  of  these  is  the  famous  lavender,  which  is  the  favourite 
perfume  of  Queen  Alexandra,  and  perhaps  the  most  popular 
form  in  which  it  is  found  is  in  smelling  salts.  The  Crown 
Lavender  Salts,  which  are  made  only  by  the  Crown  Per- 
fumery Co.,  of  London,  possess  not  only  the  delightful 
fragrance  of  English  lavender,  but  have  stimulating  and 
refreshing  properties  of  their  own  which  are  not  found  in 
other  salts.  The  Crown  Lavender  Salts  are  those  put  up  in 
the  familiar  green  bottles  with  crown-shaped  stoppers. 


Owing  to  several  important  notes  reaching  us  just 
as  we  are  going  to  press,  we  have  to  omit 
"Answers  to  Correspondents."  We  are,  however, 
replying  to  all  by  post. 


OUR  BOOK  MARKET. 

Any  of  the  folloiciiig  .  books  will  .be  supplied  at  the  prices 
named.    Cash  must  always  accompany  orders. 

Amateur  Poultry-Keeper.   By  W.  M.  Elkington. 

120  pages.    Fifteen  illustrations.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 
Incubators  and  their  Management.    By  J.  H. 

SuTCLiFFE.  Fifth  Edition.  Illustrated.  Price, postfree,  1/2. 

Lett's  Poultry-Keeper's  Account  Book.  Edited 
by  Lewis  Wright.  Cr.  8vo.  Post  free  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  2/8. 

Poultry  and  Egg  Raising  at  Home.  By  W.  M. 
Elkixgtox.    Illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Poultry  Culture  for  Profit.  By  Rev.  T.  W. 
Sturges,  M.A.  Third  Edition.  Cr.  8vo,  134  pages. 
Fully  illustrated.  Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  paper  covers,  1/3  ;  cloth, i/q. 

Poultry  Fattening.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. 
Fifteen  illustrations,  120  pages.    Price,  1/2  post  free. 

Poultry  for  Prizes  and  Profit.  By  James  Long. 
New  Edition.  Revised  by  W.  M.  Elkington.  Illus- 
trated. Post  free  6/4  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  in  the 
Colonies  and  abroad,  7/6. 

Poultry-Keeping  as  an  Industry  for  Farmers 
and  Cottagers.  By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S. , 
Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation  Society. 
Sixth  Edition.  4to,  206  pages,  fully  illustrated.  Post 
free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6/6  ;  6/9  to  the  Colonies 
and  foreign  countries. 

Popular  Poultry-Keeping.  By  W.  M.  Elkington. 
Illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/2. 

Possibilities    of    Modern  Poultry-Farming. 

By  J.  STEPHiiN  Hicks  and  W.  H.  G.  Ewart.  Price, 
1/I5  post  free. 

Progressive  Poultry  Culture.     By  Arthur  A. 

.  BRiGHAM,B.S.,Ph.D.  Illustrated.  30opages.  Postfree, 6/6. 
Races  of  Domestic  Poultry.   By  Edward  Brown, 

F.L.S.,  Secretary  of  the  National  Poultry  Organisation 

Society.    4to,  234  pages,  with  chapters  on  breeding, 

fully  illustrated.    Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  6/6  ; 

6/9  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 
Record  Poultry  Book.     Nine  illustrations.  Written 

by  Experts.    Post  free,  i^d. 
Record  Poultry  Book.   Nine  illustrations.  Written 

by  Experts  in  Welsh.    Price,  post  free,  l^d. 
Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  America. 

By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.     Third  Edition.  Fully 

illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/3. 
Report  on  the  Poultry  Industry  in  Denmark 

and  Sweden.   By  Edward  Brown,  F.L.S.  Fully 

illustrated.    Price,  post  free,  1/3. 
The  New  Book  of  Poultry.   By  Lewis  Wright. 

Demy  4to,  600  pages,  with  many  coloured  plates,  &c. 

Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  21/10  ;   24/-  to  the 

Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 
The  Poultry  Manual.    By  Rev.  T.  W.  Sturges,  M.A. 

600  pages,  52  illustrations.    Price,  6/6  post  free. 
Report  on  the  Second  National  Poultry  Con- 
ference, 1907.    Edited  by  Edward  Brown,  P'.L.S  . 

382  pages,  with  nine  illustrations.  Post  free  in  the  United 

Kingdom,  5/6  ;  in  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries,  6/-. 
The  Practical  Poultry-Keeper.  By  Lewis  Wright. 

Cr.  8vo,  320  pages,  with  eight  coloured  plates  and  other 

illustrations.    Post  free  in  the  United  Kingdom,  3/10  ; 

4/-  to  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries. 
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SWANLEY   POULTRY   FARM   BLUE  ORPINGTONS. 


THE   BEST   IN   THE  WORLD. 


ART  C.  GILBERT. 


EGGS   FOR  HATCHING 

(No,  I.,  7/6  perdoz.  ;  No.  II.,  51-  per  doz.) 

BIRDS    FOR  SALE. 

Ail  Varieties  ORPINGTONS  ;  also 
WYANDOTTES,  LEGHORNS,  &c. 


Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  world  a  Speciality. 


VACANCY   FOR  A  PUPIL. 


WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE. 


NOTE    SAMPLE    OF    TESTIMONIALS    RECEIVED    CONTINUALLY   FROM   ALL   PARTS    OF   THE  WORLD. 


Dear  Sir, — Just  a  line  to  tell  you 
1st  ckl.  and  1st  pit.  Bufif  Orps.  at 
Paterson,  N.J.  (your  birds)  ;  1st  Bufif 
Orp.  pit.,  Madison  Square,  N.Y. 
(your  bird) ;  1st  drake,  1st  duck,  1st 
pen,  with  Bufif  ducks  (your  four  ducks 
in  pen).  Shall  write  you  for  eggs, 
&c.,  later  on. — Yours  truly,  A.  B. 
Dalby,  Dunrobin  Farm,  Chatham, 
N.J.,  U.S.A.,  Jan.,  1910. 


April  29,  1910.— Mr.  Art  C.  Gilbert. 
— Sir, — I  feel  sure  you  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  Mr.  Champion,  jun., 
showed  the  White  Wyandottes  which 
I  had  from  you  on  Dec.  23  last,  at  the 
recent  Johannesburg  Show,  and  took 
three  Ists,  a  2nd,  and  a  v.h.c. ,  so 
he  did  fairly  well.  He  only  exhibited 
five  birds  It  is  a  great  encouragement 
to  him. — Yours, T.  A.  C.,  South  Africa. 


Dec,  1909.— Dear  Mr.  Gilbert,— 
With  birds  I  had  from  you  I  won  at 
Utrecht  Show  the  Queen's  medal  for 
best  Orpington  in  show,  and  over  20 
first  prizes.  Am  well  pleased,  and 
shall  recommend  your  supplies. — 
Yours  truly,  W,m.  Van  Herzeele,  2", 
Boschkant,  The  Hague,  Holland. 


Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  pleased  with  ])irds 
reared  from  the  sitting  of  eggs  bought 
from  3'ou.  Jubilee  Orps.  they  have 
won  1st  at  the  Dairy  Show,  2nd 
Crystal  Palace,  1st  Club  Show,  1st 
and  2nd  Bromley,  and  other  money 
prizes,  &c. — Yours  truly,  R.  Lush, 
Nightingale-lane,  Bromley,  Kent, 
England. 


Only  Address:  SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM  CO..  Ltd..  WILMINGTON.  KENT.  ENGLAND. 


Station:  Swanlcy,  S.E.  &  C.  Ry. 


Telegrams:  Gilbert,  Hextable. 


Telephone  :  37  Swanlcy. 
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November,  1910. 


SWANLEY   POULTRY   FARM    WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 


ART  C.  GILBERT. 


Telephone  : 
37  SWANLEY. 

Telegraph  and  Cable  : 
GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 

Station:  Swanley,  S.E.  £?  C.Ry. 


Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  world  a  Speciality. 

HATCHING. 


EGGS 

FOR 

ORPINGTONS. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

£   s.  d. 

£   s.  d. 

BLUE 

  10  10  o 

5    5  O 

WHITE 

  2    2  O 

1     1  O 

BLACK 

  2    2  O 

1     1  O 

BUFF 

  2    2  O 

1     1  O 

CUCKOO 

2    2  O 

1     1  O 

SPANGLED 

  2    2  O 

1     1  O 

JUBILEE  .. 

2    2  O 

1     1  O 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE  

  1    1  o 

O  10  0 

SILVER 

  1     1  o 

O  10  o 

COLUMBIAN 

  O  10  o 

GOLDEN 

  O  10  o 

DUCKS. 


No.  1. 

No.  2, 

£    s.  d. 

£   s.  d. 

1     1  o 

O  10  6 

1    1  o 

O  10  6 

1    1  o 

O  10  6 

O  10  o 

1    1  o 

O  10  6 

i,  and 

Other 

BUFF  ORPINGTON   

BLUE  ORPINGTON   

AYLESBURY   

INDIAN  RUNNER   

ROUEN   

MINORCAS,  LEGHOfi 

varieties. 

15s.  No.  1  ;   lOs.  No.  2. 

Birds    for  sale  in  all  varieties   ready  for  the  show-pen  or  for  breeding  at  all  times,  either  single  birds  or  any  quantity. 

Mated    Pens    a    Special  Feature. 
WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

I.MSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO..  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON.  KENT.  ENGLAND. 


THE  ILLUSTRATED 


POULTRY 


NUMBER  3 


DECEMBER,  1910.  VOLUME  III 


MONTHLY 

6'- 


NET 


LONDON- 

PUBLISHED  BY-BROWN -DOBSON  ^  COMPANY-HP^ 
AT  15 -ESSEX  STREET  MN  THE  STRAND -W-C- 

Canadian  Office :  79,  ADELAIDE  STREET  EAST,  TORONTO. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 


December,  1910. 


SWANLEY    POULTRY    FARM    WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 


ART  C.  GILBERT. 


Telephone  : 
37  SWANLEY. 

Telegraph  and  Cable  : 
GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 

Station :  Swanley,  S.E.  &  C.  Ry. 


Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910 

(The  Lafg'est  Show  on  Earth), 

In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes.  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials 


8> 

ORPINGTONS. 

DUCKS. 

S 

No. 

1. 

No.  2. 

No.  1. 

No.  2, 

£  s. 

d. 

£  s. 

d. 

£   s.  d. 

£   s.  d. 

o 

BLUE 

  10  10 

O 

5  5 

O 

BUFF  ORPINGTON   

1     1  O 

O  10  6 

WHITE 

  2 

O 

1  1 

O 

BLUE  ORPINGTON   

1     1  O 

O  10  6 

BLACK 
BUFF 

  2 

  2  2 

OO 

1  1 
>  1 

OO 

AYLESBURY   

1    1  o 

O  10  6 

CUCKOO 

  '  2 

0 

1  1 

o 

INDIAN  RUNNER   

O  10  o 

SPANGLED 

  ...        2  2 

u 

1  1 

o 

ROUEN   

1    1  o 

O  10  6 

JUBILEE  ... 

  2  2 

o 

1  1 

0 

WHITE 

WYANDOTTES. 

MINORCAS.    LEGHORNS,  and 

Other 

(A 

  1  1 

o 

O  10 

0 

o> 

SILVER 

  1  1 

o 

O  10 

o 

varieties. 

COLUMBIAN 

  o  io 

o 

111 

V  GOLDEN 

  o  lb 

o 

155.  No,  1  ;  IDs. 

No.  2. 

Birds 

for  sale  in  all 

varieties   ready  for  the  s 

how 

-pen  or 

for   breeding  at  all  times,  either  single  birds  or  any 

quantity. 

Mated    Pens   a    Special  Feature. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address:  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT,  ENGLAND. 
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January,  1911. 


SWANLEY    POULTRY    FARM    WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 

Im     mm      I  |  I  W  I    I  1^     mm       I  Telegraph  and  Cable 

r*  I\     ■  \MKEJM3m^M\    K   m  '"''^^^^'^^  HEXTABLE. 

^  ^  ■  ^^m^^m^^^    M    ■         station:  Swanley,S.E.e?C.Ry. 

ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910. 

(The  Largest  Show  on  Earth) 

In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes,  6  Second  Prizes.  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 


r 

ORPINGTONS. 

DUCKS. 

s 

No.  1. 

No. 

2. 

No. 

3. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

■■■■ 

£    s.  d. 

£ 

d. 

s. 

d. 

£   s.  d. 

£   s.  d. 

s.  d. 

o 

BLUE  ... 

10  10  o 

5 

5 

O 

BUFF  ORPINGTON  ... 

1    1  O 

O  10  6 

6  O 

WHITE  ... 

2    2  O 

1 

O 

10 

O 

BLUE  ORPINGTON  ... 

1    1  O 

O  10  6 

(0 

BLACK  ... 
BUFF  ... 

2    2  O 
2    2  O 

1 
1 

OO 

10 
ID 

OO 

AYLESBURY   

1   1  o 

O  10  6 

CUCKOO 

  2    2  O 

1 

o 

10 

O 

INDIAN  RUNNER  ... 

O  10  o 

SPANGLED  . 

  2    2  O 

1 

o 

ID 

O 

ROUEN   

1    1  0 

O  10  6 

o 

JUBILEE 

  2    2  O 

1 

o 

10 

0 

WYANDOTTES. 

10 

MINORCAS.  LEGHORNS. 

and 

other 

CO 

WHITE  . 

  1    1  o 

O 

o 

_ 

SILVER  .. 

  1     1  o 

O 

10 

o 

varieties. 

o> 

COLUMBIAN 

  O  10  o 

LlJ 

^  GOLDEN 

 O  lO  0 

15s.  No. 

1  ;   lOs.  No.  2. 

Birds 

for  sale  in  all 

varieties   ready  for 

the 

show-pe 

n  or 

for  h 

reeding  at  all  times,  cither 

single  birds 

or  any 

quantity. 

Mated    Pens   a    Special  Feature. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 


Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT,  ENGLAND. 
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February,  1911. 


SWANLEY   POULTRY   FARM   WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 


Telephone  : 
37  SWANLEY. 

Telegraph  and  Cable  : 
GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 


ART  C.  GILBERT.  

ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS, 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910. 

(The  Largest  Show  on  Earth)  / 

In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes,  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 


r 

ORPINGTONS. 

DUCKS. 

c 

No.  1. 

No. 

2. 

No. 

3. 

No.  1. 

No.  2.     No.  3. 

mmmt 

£   s.  d. 

£ 

d. 

s. 

d. 

£    s.  d. 

£     s.     d.    .s.  d. 

u 

BLUE  ... 

lO  lO  o 

5 

5 

O 

BUFF  ORPINGTON       ...      1    1  O 

O  10  6     6  O 

Hati 

A 

WHITE  .. 
BLACK  . 
BUFF 
CUCKOO 

2    2  O 
2    2  O 
2    2  O 
  2    2  O 

1 
1 
1 
1 

OOOO 

OOOO 

OOOO 

BLUE  ORPINGTON              1    1  O 

AYLESBURY                             1    1  O 

WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER    O  10  O 

O  10  6  — 
O  10  6 

SPANGLED  . 

  2    2  O 

1 

o 

10 

o 

ROUEN                                      1    1  O 

O  10  6 

JUBILEE 

2    2  O 

1 

o 

10 

o 

CO 

WHITE  . 

WYANDOTTES. 

  1    1   o  o 

10 

o 

MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS, 

and  ALL 

O) 

SILVER  .. 

  1     1  o 

O 

10 

o 

varieties. 

CO 

COLUMBIAN 

  O  10  o 

LJ 

V  PARTRIDGE 

  O  10  o 

5s.    a.  dozen    FROM    GOOD  BIRDS. 

Birds 

for  sale  in  all 

varieties   ready  for 

the 

show- 

Den  or 

for 

breeding  at  all  limes,  either  single  birds 

or  any  quantity. 

Mated    Pens    a    Special  Feature. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POILTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT,  ENGLAND. 
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Maicb,  1911. 


SWANLEY   POULTRY   FARM   WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 

Telephone : 

'1^  ^  I  V^^^  ■  Telegraph  and  Cable 

1.  mpl  1  1, JC>1    La  gilbert,  hextable. 

*  ^  ^^^W  "  ■  ^»  Station:  Swanley.S.E.S'C.Ry. 

CRICINAJOR  CF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910 

In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes.  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  Paris  International,  Feb.,  1911, 

10  Fiist  Prizes,  6  Prizes  cf  Hcncur,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

ORPINGTONS. 


s 

(0 


o 


u 

Birds 


DUCKS. 

No.  1.  No.  2,  No.  3. 

£    s.  d.  £    s.    rl.  s.  d. 

BUFF  ORPINGTON               1    1  O  O  10  6  6  O 

BLUE  ORPINGTON               1    1  O  O  10  6  — 

AYLESBURY                            1    1  O  O  10  6  — 

WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER    O  10   O           —  — 

ROUEN                                    1    1  O  O  10  6  — 

MINORCAS,     LEGHORNS,    and  ALL 
varieties. 
5s.  a,  dozen   FROM  GOOD  BIRDS. 

for  sale  in  all  varieties   reac'y  for  the  sl  ow-pen  or  for   breeding  at  all  times,  cither  single  birds  or  any  quantity. 

Mated    Pens    a    Special  Feature. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Cnly  Address:  SWANLEY  PODLIRY  CO..  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT,  ENGLAND. 


No.  1. 

No. 

2. 

No.  3. 

£   s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

BLUE   

ID  ID  O 

5 

5 

O 

whitie  

2    2  O 

1 

O 

10  o 

BL/1CK  

2    2  O 

1 

O 

10  o 

BUFF 

2    2  O 

1 

O 

10  o 

CUCKOO 

2    2  O 

1 

o 

10  o 

SPANGLED  .. 

2    2  O 

1 

o 

10  o 

JUBILEE 

2    2  O 

1 

o 

10  o 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE 

1     1  O 

O 

10 

0 

SILVER... 

lie 

o 

ID 

o 

COLUMBIAN. 

o  io  O 

PARTRIDGE  .. 

O  10  0 

THE 
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April,  1911. 


i 


SWANLeIt'    poultry    farm    white  ORPINGTONS. 

Telephone : 

ffL    'W^^t  I  H^iOk  Telegraph  and  Cable 

L  1  1  Jjrr  1  GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 

^  ^     ,  mM„m^  -^^Jm.     ^9  station:  Swanley.S.E.efC.Ry 

ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS, 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910. 
In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes.  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  Paris  International,  Feb.,  1911, 

10  First  Prizes,  6  Prizes  of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

DUCKS. 

No.  1  No.  2, 

s.  (!.  s.  d. 

BUFF  ORPINGTON   10  O  5  O 

BLUE  ORPINGTON   lO  O  5  O 

AYL^ESBURY                                            10  O  5  O 

WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER    .               10  O  — 

ROUEN                                                        10  O  .      5  O 

INDIAN  RUNNER                                   10  O  .  .    5  O 

MINORCAS,     LEGHORNS,     and  ALL 

varieties. 

5s.   a  dozen   FROM   GOOD  BIRDS. 

leding  at  all  times,  either  single  birds  or  any  quantity. 
Mated    Pens   a    Special  Feature. 
WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT,  ENGLAND. 


r 

ORPINGTONS. 

S 

No  1. 

No. 

2.  No. 

3. 

£   s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

U 

BLUE  ... 

5    5  O 

2  12 

6 

WHITE  . 

1    1  O 

0  lO 

O 

5 

O 

BLACK 

1    1  O 

U  10 

O 

5 

0 

BUFF 

1     1  O 

O  ID 

O 

5 

o 

CUCKOO 

110 

O  10 

O 

5 

G 

SPANGLED 

1    1  u 

O  10 

O 

5 

O 

O 

JUBILEE 

1    1  o 

O  10 

O 

5 

O 

WYANDOTTES. 

0> 

WHITE  . 

  1    1  o 

O  5 

O 

O) 

SILVER... 

  1     1  o 

O  5 

O 

O) 

COLUMBIAN 

  O  10  o 

O  5 

o 

Ul 

V  PARTRIDGE  . 

  O  10  o 

O  5 

o 

Birds 

for  sale  in  all 

varieties    ready  for 

the  show-pen 

or 

for 
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POULTRY  RECOfc) 

NUMBER  8  '    MAY,  1911.  VOLUME  III 
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SWANLEY   POULTRY   FaKM    WHITE    -iiiiiiP  aW-ii-'MONS. 

_  ^^^^  Telephone: 

/m  'Bt^^  1^  tfwl  I  ■^^^V^T  Telegraph  and  Cable  : 

/-m  ■    ■        m  IL  ■  ■  ■  JK#^C7 1    La  gilbert,  hextable. 

*  ^  ^^^W  ■!  m  "Ti*-  Station:  Swanley.S.E.fifC.Ry 

ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  Internationa!,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  191© 

In  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes,  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  Paris  International,  Feb.,  1911, 
10  First  Prizes,  6  Prizes  of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

DUCKS. 


r 

ORPINGTONS. 

s 

No.  1. 

No. 

2. 

No.  3. 

■■■1 

£   s.  d. 

£  s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

o 

BLUE  ... 

5    5  O 

2  12 

6 

WHITE... 

1    1  O 

O  10 

O 

5  O 

BLACK  ... 

1    1  O 

U  10 

O 

5  O 

BUFF  ... 

1    1  O 

O  10 

O 

5  O 

< 

CUCKOO 

1    1  O 

O  10 

O 

5  O 

SPANGLED  . 

  1    1  O 

O  10 

O 

5  O 

o 

JUBILEE 

1    1  O 

b  vio 

O 

5  O 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE  . 

1     1  o 

O  5 

O 

SILVER  ... 

  110 

O  5 

O 

o> 

COLUMBIAN 

  o  io  o 

O  5 

O 

UJ 

I  PARTRlDGi^  . 

  O  10  o 

O  5 

O 

Birds 

for  sale  in  all 

vanelies   ready  for 

the  show- 

Den  or  for 

BUFF  ORPINGTON   

No.  1. 

s.  d. 
10   o  . 

No.  ?. 

s.  d. 
.50 

BLUE  ORPINGTON   

10   o  . 

..    5  O 

AYLESBURY   

10   o  . 

..    5  O 

WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER 

10    o  . 

ROUEN   

10   o  . 

.50 

INDIAN  RUNNER   

10   o  . 

5  O 

MINORCAS.  LEGHORNS, 

and 

ALL 

5s. 


varieties. 

a  dozen   FROM   GOOD  BIRDS. 


Mated    Pens   a    Special  Feature. 

WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON.  KENT,  ENGLAND. 
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June,  191L 


SWANLEY   POULTRY    FARM   WHITE  ORPINGTONS. 
^_  ^  —  _  Telephone: 

1^  ■  H  ■  v1  I  H^^I^V^  I  Telegraph  and  Cable 

XBuA     %^  ^iiP  UJ^^^M  GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 

Station :  Swanley,  S.E.  &  C.  Ry 

ORIGINATOR  OF  THE  BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS. 
Winnings  at  the  Grand  International,  Crystal  Palace,  Nov.,  1910 

Ii\  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES :  6  First  Prizes.  6  Second  Prizes,  4  Third  Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  Paris  International,  Feb.,  1911, 

10  First  Prizes,  6  Prizes  of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

B>  r  ORPINGTONS. 


tf) 

CD 
O 

Birds 


No. 

1. 

No. 

2. 

£  s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

BLUE   

  5  5 

o 

2 

12 

6 

WHITE  

 O  10 

o 

O 

5 

O 

BLACK  

  ...    O  10 

0 

o 

5 

O 

BUFF   

  O  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

CUCKOO 

  O  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

SPANGLED  .. 

  O  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

JUBILEE 

  0  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE  .. 

  o  io 

o 

o 

5 

O 

SILVER... 

  O  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

COLUMBIAN 

  O  10 

o 

o 

5 

O 

DUCKS. 

No.  1. 

s.  d. 

BUFF  ORPINGTON 

  5  0 

BLUE  ORPINGTON 

 5  O 

AYLESBURY   

..     5  O 

WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER  ... 

  5  O 

ROUEN   

  5  0 

INDIAN  RUNNER   

...    5  O 

MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS, 

and  ALL 

varieties. 

3s.  6d.  a.  dozen  FROM  GOOD  BIRDS. 

for  sale  in  all  varieties   ready  for  the  show-pen  or  for   breeding  at  all  times,  either  single  birds  or  any  quantity. 

Mated    Pens   a   Special  Feature. 
WRITE  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE.  VACANCY  FOR  A  PUPIL. 

INSPECTION  INVITED.     SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED. 

Only  Address :  SWANLEY  POULTRY  CO.,  Ltd.,  WILMINGTON,  KENT.  ENGLAND. 
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July,  191L 


Art  G.  Gilbert, 


Latesl  Wins  at  Large  Shows  : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nci  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd   Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand   Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911:  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 


From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  AIL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 


or   Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 


Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality. 


INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone : 
37  SWANLEY. 


Telegraph  and  Cable  : 
GILBERT,  HEXTABLE. 


Station:  London  Stations  : 

SWANLEY,  S.E.  &  C.  RIy .      Victoria,  Holborn  &  St.  Paul's. 


ONLY  ADDRESS: 


SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM  CO.,  Ltd., 
WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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Art  C.  Gilbert, 

—  Originator  of  the  — — 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 
—————  and  the 

BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows  : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES  :  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nd  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd   Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c,  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE.— We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

or   Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations  ■ 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  6"  C.Rly.     Victoria,  Holborn  ai"  St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM  CO.,  Ltd., 
WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 
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September,  1911. 


Art  G.  Gilbert, 

Originator  of  the  — ^ 

BLUE  AND  CUCKOO  ORPINGTONS 
— and  the  — ^— — — — ^ 

BLUE    AND    SPANGLED  ROCKS. 


Latest  Wins  at  Large  Shows : — 

At  the  GRAND  INTERNATIONAL,  CRYSTAL  PALACE,  November,  1910, 
in  ORPINGTONS  and  WYANDOTTES:  SIX  1st  Prizes,  SIX  2nd  Prizes, 
FOUR  3rd   Prizes,  and  Specials. 

At  PARIS  INTERNATIONAL,  February,  1911  :  TEN  1st  Prizes,  SIX  Prizes 
of  Honour,  and  Grand  Prize  Best  Foreign  Bird. 

At  TURIN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION,  May,  1911  :  SEVENTEEN  1st 
Prizes,  TWO  2nd  Prizes,  ONE  3rd  Prize,  and  several  Diplomas  and  Medals. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING,  Price  5s.  per  doz. 

From  all  Varieties  of  ORPINGTONS,  WYANDOTTES,  ROCKS,  MINORCAS,  LEGHORNS,  BUFF 
AND  BLUE  ORPINGTON  DUCKS,  ROUENS,  INDIAN  RUNNERS,  &c.  (except  Blue  Orpington  Fowls). 

BIRDS  FOR  SALE  IN  ALL  VARIETIES  FOR  SHOW,  FOR  BREEDING,  AND  UTILITY  STOCK. 

Having  finished  breeding  for  the  season,  we  can  now  offer  several  Pens  of  Fowls  and 
Ducks  Cheap  to  make  room  for  the  young  stock.  One  Cock  and  Four  Hens  and 
One  Drake  and  Four  Ducks  at  35/-  and  40/-  the  Pen.  This  is  a  good  opportunity 
for  getting  A  1  Stock  cheaply. 

NOTE —We  have  Several  Thousand  Young  Birds  of  Grand  Quality.    COME   AND  SEE  THEM, 

or  Write  for  Our  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

Exportation  to  all  parts  of  the  World  a  Speciality.        INSPECTION  INVITED. 


Telephone:  Telegraph  and  Cable :  Station:  London  Stations : 

37  SWANLEY.  GILBERT,    HEXTABLE.  SWANLEY,  S.E.  ©"  C.Rly.    Victoria,  Holborn,  6"  St.  Paul's. 

ONLY  ADDRESS: 

SWANLEY  POULTRY  FARM  CO.,  Ltd., 
WILMINGTON,  Kent,  England. 


September,  1911. 


THE   ILLUSTRATED   POULTRY  RECORD, 


111. 


Utility  Poultry  Supply  Company 


ILLUSTRATORS  OF  ALL  CLASSES 
OF  POULTRY  AND  PIGEONS. 

Electrotypes  in  all  sizes  for  sale. 

Printers  and  Illustrators  of 
POULTRY  NOTEHEADS,  BILLHEADS, 
TICKETS,  CATALOGUES,  etc. 


]Vriie /or  prices  and  catalogues,  sent  post  free. 


utility  poultry  supply  CO.,  Finchampstead,  Berks. 


A  Poultry  Plant  that  doesn't  pay  is  a  hobby. 
A  Poultry  Plant  that  does  pay  is  a  business. 

SINGLE  COMB  WHITE  LEGHORNS 

FROM  THE 

MODERN  BUSINESS  POULTRY  PLANT 

MEAN 

PROFIT  TO  THE  BUYER. 

Just  Common  Sense  and  our  S.  C.  White  Leghorns, 
The   Greatest   Combination   for  Profit   ever  Known. 


Write  for  full  particulars  to  — 


C.   T.  HATCH, 

WHITE   LEGHORN   POULTRY   FARM,   WATERVILLE,    N.J.,  U.S.A. 

MOLASSINE 


POULTRY 
MEAL 

MAKES  HENS 
LAY  EGGS  IN 
ABUNDANCE 


Whether  you  are  the  possessor  of  five 
or  five   thousand    head  of  poultry,  you 

  cannot  do  better  than  use   

MOLASSINE    POULTRY  FOODS 

The  effect  is  at  once  noticed  in  the 
improved  condition  of  the  birds  and  the 
 ■  increased  supply  of  fine  eggs   


Sold  by  all  Corn  Merchants,  Grocers,  Stores,  &c.,  and 
THE  xMOLASSINE  CO.  LTD.,  GREENWICH,  S.E.,  &  28  MARK  LANE,  E.C. 


CHICKEN 
MEAL 

MAKES  FINE 
HEALTHY 
CHICKENS 


Molassine  Meal  Gives  Horses  Stamina  •  Molassine  Dog  &  Pappy  Cakes  are  all  Dogs  Need 
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September,  1911. 


KINNEDDAR    POULTRY  FARM, 

OAKLEY,  FIFE. 
Breeders  and  Exporters  of  Highest   Class   Utility  Poultry. 


Eggs  and  Chicks  Supplied  from  the  Following  Breeds  : — - 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  BLUE  ANDALUSIANS  BLACK  WYANOOTTES 

SALMON  FAVEROLLES  WHITE  ORPINGTONS  SILVER  LACED  WYANDOTTES 

BROWN  LEGHORNS  BUFF  ORPINGTONS  WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

WHITE  LEGHORNS  BUFF  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  PARTRIDGE  WYANDOTTES 

BLACK  LEGHORNS  BARRED  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS  SCOTS  GREYS 

BLACK  MINORCAS  GOLDEN  LACED  WYANDOTTES  AMERICAN  BRONZE  TURKEYS 


PRICES  OF  CHICKENS  (Day  or  Week  Old).   PRICES  OF  EGGS  FOR  HATCHING 


We  hatch  Pure  Bred  Chicks  in  large  numbers  to 
order.  It  is  much  more  satisfactory  if  orders  for  Chicks 
are  booked  a  month  in  advance. 

10/-   per   doz.  ;    40/-   for  50. 

Mothers  supplied,  4/-  extra. 
After  May  i,  8/-  per  doz.  ;  30/-  for  50. 
Mothers  supplied,  3/-  extra. 
We  replace  any  dying  on  rail,  or  refund  value. 

AMERICAN  BRONZE  TURKEYS. 


No  I  Pens 


...  7/6  per  doz. 
16/-  per  50. 


No.  2  Pens  ...  5/-  per  doz. 
30/-  per  100. 


May  1   and  after.  Prices  Reduced  :  — 

No.  I  Pens  ...  6/- per  doz.      No.  2  Pens  ...  4/- per  doz. 
13/-  per  50.  25/-  per  100. 

UNFERTILE   EGGS.— All   unfertile  eggs  replaced  if 
returned  within  14  days,  carriage  paid. 

W€  have  a  fine  flock  of  American  Bronze  Turkeys  bred  from  the  best 
strains.    Eggs  supplied,  1 5/-  per  sitting  ;  reduced  May  1  to  1 0/-  per  sitting. 


The  GLOUCESTER  Incubator 


40  EGG  SIZE 
66 
100 


PRICES. 

£2    10   0   I   150  EGG  SIZE  £4    5  0 

3     0   0      240          ..    6    0  0 

3    15    0   I  390          ..    7    5  0 

Prompt  despatch  Guaranteed.    Carriage  Paid. 
The  "Gloucester"  Incubator  is  self-ventilating,  self-regulating,  and  has  such  a 
perfect  system  of  ventilation  that  no  supplied  moisture  whatever  is  required. 

It  is  a  magnificently  made  machine,  beautifully  finished  and  handsome  in  appear- 
ance, and  will  hatch  every  hatchable  egg. 

It  is  fitted  with  every  conceivable  convenience  for  the  use  of  the  operator,  including 
our  patent  toggle  lever  lamp  adjustor,  fireproof  heater,  and  patent  nursery  drawer 
device  for  removing  chicks  from  the  nursery  while  the  hatch  is  in  progress,  without 
opening  the  door  or  in  any  way  disturbing  the  atmospheric  conditions  of  the  interior. 

The  magnificent  testimonials  which  we  continually  get  testify  to  the  marvellous 
results  which  our  customers  obtain.  So  simple  and  easy  of  operation  is  it  that  even 
the  most  inexperienced  can  make  a  success  of  it  at  the  first  attempt. 

It  is  very  economical  in  oil  consumption,  and  our  automatic  regulator  keeps  the 
temperature  to  an  exact  degree  without  the  least  trouble. 
GUARANTEE. — We  guarantee  that  you  will  hatch  finer,  larger,  and  healthier  chicks  in  the  "  Gloucester  "  Incubator  than  in 
any  other  machine,  and  after  three  months'  trial  of  it  if  you  think  you  can  buy  a  better  machine,  you  are  at  liberty  to  send 
it  back,  and  we  will  refund  you  what  you  have  paid  in  full.    No  other  incubator  has  gained  a  silver  medal  or  any  other 

award,  in  competition  with  our  machine. 

THE  SPECIAL  "GLOUCESTER"  BROODERS 

FOR  OUTDOOR  AND  INDOOR  USE. 

The  Special  "Gloucester"  Brooder  is  a  healthy,  well  lighted,  well  ventilated, 
scientifically  constructed  brooder,  made  to  last  a  lifetime". 

There  is  no  comfort  for  the  little  chick  which  is  not  anticipated,  and  no 
labour-saving  device  for  the  owner  not  provided. 

It  is  the  consummation  of  all  that  is  desirable  in  every  detail. 
Price  for  100  Chicks  or  less,  £3;  for  150  Chicks,  £3  15s. 
Illustrated  Catalogue,  containing  full  particulars  of  our  Incubators^ 
Brooders,  and  other  Poultry  requisites,  post  free  on  application. 

INCUBATOR  COMPONENTS  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY,  GLOUCESTER. 
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W.  H.  COOK 


(Eldest  Son  of  the  late  William  Cook,  Originator  of  the  Orpingtons), 

The  Model  Poultry  Farm. 
ST  P AU  L'S  C  R A Y,  Kent. 


Nat.  Tel.— 39  Cray. 


Station — St.  Mary  Cray. 


Champion  Challenge  Cup  "ORPINGTONS." 

It  is  acknowledged  that  I  own  the  best  and  finest  Stnd 
of  the  Buff,  Black,  "VS'hite  Jubilee,  Cuckoo,  Blue  and 
Spangled  Orpingtons  in  the  "World. 

Many  of  the  present-day  breeders  have  purchased  my 
strains  and  owe  their  success  to  such  additions. 

I  have  ^^  on  Cups  and  First  Prizes  at  every  classical 
show  in  England. 

Exhibition  Birds,  Trios  and  Breeding  Pens  supplied 
all  over  the  "SVorld.  Honest  value  at  moderate  and 
inclusive  prices  quoted  free  to  any  port. 

1910  and  1911  Birds  now  offered  for  the  utility  buyer, 
small-holder,  and  the  keenest  fancier.  Thousands  to 
select  from. 

BUY  FROM  THE  BREEDER. 

Other  breeds  offered : 

White  Wyandottes,  Minorcas,  Rocks,  White   and  Black 
Leghorns,  and  the  famous  Buff  and  Blue  Orpington  Ducks. 
UTILITY  AND  PRIZE  STOCK  always  for  sale. 

VISITORS   ALWAYS  WELCOME. 


PTT  T  D  n  C  ENGLAND'S  LEADING  MAKER  OF 
XJL  L  tr  ±    \J  y  POULTRY  APPLIANCES 

PHIPPS'  PERFECTION  INCUBATORS. 

_s»_<a_r^»  ril"   J5   The     IMost  Successful 

Hatching  IMachine  on  the 
world's  market.  Winner 
of  the  following  Cham- 
pionship Awards  : 
Silver  Medal, Dairy  Show 

1905,  1906,  1907,  1908, 
1909. 

Silver  jNIedal.  Interna- 
tional Show,  i904.  1905, 

1906,  1907,  1908,'  1909, 
1910. 

Silver  Medal  for  7  years 
in  succession  Birkenhead. 
Silver  jNIedal  for  7  years 
in  succession  Manchester. 

Price  and  Capacity. 

£    s.  d. 


30-Egg  size. 

60- Egg  ,,  . 
100-Eig  „  . 
200-Egg  ,,  . 


18  0 
12  6 
5  0 
5  0 


PHIPPS'  Gold 


Medal    Perfection  FOSTER-MOTHER. 

THE   Only  Really  Perfect  Chjcken  Rearer 
manufactured.       Winner    of  Championship 
■j\  Awards  Dairy  and  Palace,  including  Silver 

jNIedal  Cham- 
pion Award, 
Palace,  1909, 
1910. 

Price  and 
Capacity. 

60-chick  size 
£2  13  0 
1=  100-chick  size 
M  £33.0 
150-chick  size 
£4    4  0 

Fully  descriptive  Catalogue  of  complete  Poultry'  Supplies,  Breeding 
Kennels,  Portable  Buildings,  &c. ,  post  free. 

A.  E.  W.  PHIPPS,  MIOLAND  WORKS,  Dept.  K..  HARBORNE,  BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams,  "  Incubator,  Birmingham."     Telephone,  268  Edgbaston. 


CONNEMARA  AND  THE  WEST, 
ACHILL  &  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST. 


SLIGO  AND  LOUGH  GILL. 


Seal  Caves  &  Cliffs.   Mountain,  Sea,  &  Lake. 
The  Tourist  District  of  The 

MIDLAND  GREAT  WESTERN 
RAILWAY    OF  IRELAND 

abounds  in  splendid  and  imposing  scenery. 
FISHING,  SHOOTING,  GOLFING. 


RAILWAY  HOTELS 

owned  and  managed 
by  the  Company  at 
RECESS  and 
MALLARANNY. 


FREE  FISHING 
and     Free  Golfing 
to    Hotel  Visitors. 
Cheap     Circular  Tourist 
Tickets,  combining  Rail 
and    Motor  Coaches. 


The  Company's  New  Tourist  Motor  Coaches  will  run  daily  between 
CLIFDEN   and  WESTPORT  (55  miles)  during  September. 

Programme  of  Tours  free  on  application  to  any  of  Messrs.  Cook  and 
Son's  Offices;  Irish  Tourist  Office,  65,  Haymarket,  London;  Mr.  J. 
Hoey,  50.  Castle  Street,  Liverpool  ;  or  to  Superintendent  of  Line, 
M.G.W.  Railway,  Broadstone,  Dublin. 

JOSEPH  TATLOW,  Manager. 


J.  W.  p.  Cussons, 

BREEDER  AND  SPECIALIST  OF 
CHAMPION   EUFF  ORPINGTONS, 


/ 


Offers  EGGS  by  return  at  42/-,  21 
10/6  doz.    Unfertile  replaced  once. 

(SEE    SHOW  BEFOBTS.) 

prOR  the  past  25  years  I  have  made  laying 
quahties    my  special    study.     I  have 
great  confidence  m  offermg  my  selected  and 
tested  layers  from  the  undermentioned  breeds 
at  prices  withm  reach  of  all. 

BUFF   ORPINGTONS  \ 
WHITE 

WHITE    WYANDOTTES  I £•  j 

RHODE    ISLAND    REDS       tJ/O  QOZ. 
WHITE    LEGHORNS  1 
BLACK  „  / 

ALL  UNFERTILE  REPLACED. 

DAY-OLD  CHICKS  from  the  above  tested 
layers  at  8/-  doz. 
LIVE    DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 

ILLUSTRATED  PRICE  LIST  FREE. 

Grove  House,  South  Kilvington, 
Thirsk,  Yorks. 
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FINE  FEATHERS 

MAKE    FINE  BIRDS 

SFRATT'S 

FOODS  ENSURE  BOTH 


QECO.  DESIGN 


Then  see   to  it  that   your  birds  produce  Fine  Feathers  after 

the  moult  ! 

There  is  only  ONE  COURSE,   and  that  is 

GOOD  FEEDING  WITH 


SPRATT'S 

POULTRY  MEAL 


AND 


44 


CRISSEL 


9^ 


All  good  Breeders  and  Fanciers  have  realised  this  for  nearly  Fifty  Years.    You  will  eventual  y  ao  so. 

WHY    NOT    THIS  SEASON? 


SPRATT'S  "LAKMOR " 


MAKES  HENS  LAY  AND 
KEEPS   THEM  AT  IT! 


We  prepay  carriage  on  all  orders  value  10s.  and  upwards.     Write  for  quotations,  and  state  quantity  required. 
SPRATT'S  PATENT,  Ltd.,  24  &  25,  Fenchurch  Street,  London,  E.C. 


COLUMBIAN 
WYANDOTTES. 


Our  birds  have  been  leading  Winners 
for  years  at  America's  greatest  Shows, 
including  Jamestown  Exposition  ;  Madison 
Square  Garden.  New  York;  Chicago,  111.,. 
Hagerstown,  Md.  ;  Syracuse,  N.Y. ; 
Sec,  &c. 

We  are  in  a  position  to  export 
specimens  of  sterling  quality,  either  for 
exhibition  or  breeding. 

Complete  winnings  and  description  of 
our  birds  and  plant  in  catalogue,  sent  on 
request. 

We  advise  booking  orders  for  Show 
Birds  immediately. 


Box  E,  SUNNYBROOK  FARM, 

WEST    ORANGE,    NEW    JERSEY,  U.S.A. 
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CYPHERS 
STANDARD  INCUBATORS. 

The  Cyphers  Incubator  was  first  placed  on  the  American  Market  in 
1896,  and  at  once  attracted  the  attention  of  practical  poultrymen  because  of 
the  ease  and  simplicity  with  which  it  could  be  operated  and  the  remarkably 
good  work  it  did  in  hatching  chicks  and  ducklings.  It  immediately  took 
first  place  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  a  practical  hatcher,  and  in 
the  succeeding  years  has  steadily  grown  in  the  appreciation  of  the  public 
until  it  has  distanced  all  competitors. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

are  in 
SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATION 
in 

ALL  PARTS 
of  the 
WORLD. 


CYPHERS 
INCUBATORS 

NEVER 
FAIL  TO  DO 
THE  WORK 
ENTRUSTED 

TO  THEM. 


Until  Cyphers  Incubators  were  placed  on  the  English  Market,  hot- 
water  Incubators,  as  manufactured  by  various  English  makers,  af¥orded, 
generally  speaking,  the  only  available  means  of  hatching  eggs  artificially 
in  this  country. 

The  Cyphers  Incubators  are  the  original  hot-air,  non-molsture, 
self-regulating,  self-ventilating  machines. 

CYPHERS  BROODERS. 


Cyphers  Brooders  make  rearing  chicks  pleasant  and  profitable. 
They  are  fit  companions  for  the  Cyphers  Incubators,  and,  like  them,  are 
correct  in  principle,  durably  made,  and  certain  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  proper  test  of  Incubators  and  Brooders  is  the  work  they  do  in 


the  hands  of  men  and  women  using  them. 


For  full  particulars  concerning  Cyphers  Incubators,  Brooders,  and 
other  Manufactures,  send  for  complete  Catalogue,  No.  7,  post  free. 


CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  COMPANY, 

119-125,  FINSBURY   PAVEMENT,  LONDON,  E.C. 


DO  YOU  EXPORT? 

EVERY  DAY  we  ship  Poultry  and  all 
kinds  of  Live  Stock  to  the  CONTINENT, 

COLON  I ES,  etc.,  by  best  routes  at  low  rates. 
Write  for  particulars  and  rates  to 

Van  Oppen  &  Co.,  Utd. 

Established  1879.    Universal  Carriers. 
London— 90/91,  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C. 
Bradford  -26,  Brook  Street. 
Liverpool — 15,  South  Castle  Street. 
Birmingham — 29a,  Carrs  Lane. 
Manchester — 61,  Bloom  Street. 
Bristol— 26  &  28,  St.  Nicholas  Street. 
Leeds — 47,  Park  Cross  Street. 
Paris — (Soci6tt5  de  Transportes  Van  Oppen, 

Ltd.),  27,  Rue  du  Chateau  d'Eau 
Agents  for  Great  Northern,  Great  Eastern, 
Great  Central,  and  Great  Western  Railways, 
Reliable  agents  all  over  the  world,  thus  giving 
assurance  to  shippers  that  every  care  and 
attention  is  given  to  live  stock  whilst  in  transit. 


James  Athertoi\  Glover, 

Member  of  the  Black  and  United  Wyan- 
dotte Clubs,  Buff  and  Black  Orpington  Clubs, 
Committee  Poultry  Club  (Lanes.  Branch), 
Committee  and  Club  Judge  Black  Wyandotte 
Club. 

Black  Wyandottes.— Club  Show,  1909. 

The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup. 

The  Hunter  Gandy  Cup  (outright). 

1st,  Pullets  ;  3rd,  Cockerels  ;  5th,  Cocks. 

Club  Show,  1910. 

The  Club  Challenge  Trophy  for  Best  Bird — over 

243  exhibits. 
The  Porritt  Challenge  Cup,  Best  Cockerel  or 

Pullet. 

The  Kirkman  Rose  Bowl,  Best  Hen. 

The  Herbert  Bury  Cup  (outright).  Best  Cockerel, 

1st,  2nd,  and  4th,  Hens. 

1st,  Cockerels. 

1st,  Breeding-Pens. 

4th  and  5th,  Pullets. 

1st  and  3rd,  Hen  or  Pullet. 

BIRDS  ALWAYS  ON  SALE  AND  EGGS  IN  i 
SEASON. 

Particular  attention  paid  to  Export  Orders. 

Prospect  House,  PImbo  Lane,  Upholland, 
Wigan,  Lancashire. 

ThTStanlcy  ClefT^ 
Chestnut  Pale  Fencing. 

MADE  FROM  ALL- 
BRITISH  MATERIALS. 

Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 


A  Special  Design  is  made  for  Hunting 
Districts, 

For  prices,  &c.,  apply  to 
The  STANLEY  UNDERWOOD  Co., 
Lynchmere  Farm, 
HASLEMERE,  SURREY. 
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"COCK  O'  THE  WALK" 

POULTRY  MEAL, 


which  is  a  Cooked  Food  containing  MEAT,  should 
now  be  used  to  help  birds  which  are  moulting.     It  is 
invaluable  also  for  bringing 

"PULLETS  ON  TO  LAY." 

The  Most  Economical  Food  on  the  Market. 

14/-  per  1121b.,  carriage  paid. 

Free  Sample  and  Price  List  containing  a  treatise  on 
poultry-feeding,  also  full  details  to  enable  you  to  diag- 
nose any  poultry  diseases,  with  a  list  of  remedies 
which  are  made  from  the  prescriptions  of  the  foremost 
EXPERT  of  the  day. 


A.  THORPE  &  SONS,  Rye,  Sussex. 


Makers  of  the  genuine  SUSSEX  GROUND  OATS. 
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.P  FOWL-HOUSES 


I  STRONG,  USEFUL,  and  WELL  VENTILATED. 


Dee. 


NO.  32a.     INDEPENDENT  FOWL-HOUSE  AND  RUN. 

Full  specification  will  be  sent  on  request.    CASH  PRICES,  carriage  paid  :  House,  6ft. 
by  4ft.  by  6£t.  high,  £2  10s.    Run,  12ft.  by  6ft.  by  6ft.  h  go,  28s.  6d. 

Many  other  Designs  in  Catalogue 
No.   181a,  sent  post   free  on  application. 

BOULTON  6  PAUL,  Limited,  NORWICH. 


"GLEVUM"  INCUBATORS 

were  awarded 

SILVER  MEDAL,  Highest  Award, 

Band 

BROODERS'   BRONZE  MEDAL 
at  the  CRYSTAL  PALACE  SHOW. 


X.  THE 

Mrs.  L  C.  PRIDEAUX, 

LINDFIELD,  SUSSEX, 

Specialist  in 

YOROHAMAS  U  YOKOHAMA  BANTAMS. 


White  Yokohamas.    Dairy  Winner,  1909. 

BIRDS  AND  SITTINGS  FOR  SALE. 
Ists  Paris,  Hayward's  Heath,  Shrewsbury,  Palace 
(Club     Shows),       Birmingham,  Framlingham, 
"  Specialist,"  and  Utrecht,  1910. 
1st  Paris,  1910  and  1911. 


J.   A.  CRADOCK, 

WILLOWBECK  POULTRY  FARM, 
BROMPTON,  NORTHALLERTON. 


Utility  and   Exhibition  Breeder  of  Orpingtons, 
Indian  Runner  Ducks,  Minorcas,  and  Dorkings. 
Eggs  in  Season.         Stock  Birds  always  on  Sale. 
Meals,  Grit,  Shell,  Ground  Bones,  &c. 


TO   BE  SOLD. 

Excellent  Freehold  property,  situate 
in  parish  of  Kersey,  Suffolk.  Suitable 
for  poultry  farm.  Comprising  six- 
roomed  house,  suitable  out-buildings, 
and  one  and  a  half  acres  of  pasture 
land,  fruit  trees,  cfec. 

Write  to  the  Office  of  THE  ILLUS- 
TRATED Poultry  Eecord. 


Are  sold  on  60  days'  free  trial.  They  were  the  first 
Non-Moisture  Machines  to  be  manufactured  in 

this  country. 
They  contain  all  the  latest  improvements  for  suc- 
cessful artificial  incubation,  and  are  the  most  easily 
operated  machines  on  the  Market.  They  are  good, 
sound,  practical  hatchers,  built  for  the  Practical 
Poultryman — the  man  who  is  in  the  business  for 
profit. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  Post  Free. 

Send  for  particulars  of  our  Rock-bottom  Poultry 
House,  6ft.  by  4tt.  by  4ft.,  21/-  carriage  paid. 

Catalogue  of  Every  Kind  of  Poultry- 
House  Post  Free 


HORACE  W.  STEPHENS.  (Dept.  H)  Incubator  Manufacturer.  GLOUCESTER. 

THE  FIRST  POULTRY  BOOK  IN  WELSH. 

Llyfr  Dofednod 

y 

"Record." 

Price  :  ONE  PENNY.    Post  Free,  Ud. 
TUDOR  HOUSE.  TUDOR  STREET,  E.C. 


Harrogate 

The  Nation's  Spa. 
Baths  include  60 
treatments.  Pic- 
turesque country. 
Good  centre  for 
excursions. 

THROUGH  RESTAURANT  CAR 
TRAINS  from  London  (King's  Cross) 
in  four  hours. 

Write  to  W.  Hills,  Superintendent 
of  the  Line,  G.N.R.,  3,  York  Road, 
Kings    Cross,     London,    N.,  for 

ILLUSTRATED  HOLIDAY 
BOOKLETS    GRATIS  :: 
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POULTRY  HOUSE 
BARGAINS. 


The  real  merit  always  of  any  bargain  lies 
not  alone  in  the  fact  of  the  intrinsic  value  at 
purchase,  but  also  depends  on  the  length 
of  time  it  can  be  of  service,  and  still  be  of 
good  value.  This  is  the  paramount  con- 
sideration in  all  bargains,  and  one  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing features  that  may  be  found  in  all  of 


TAMLIN'S 


POULTRY  HOUSES 

A  glance  at  the  designs,  workmanship,  and 
quality  of  materials  used,  it  at  once  becomes 
apparent  to  the  most  sceptical  that  they  are 
everlasting  bargains.  The  more  you  investi- 
gate, the  more  you  scrutinise,  the  more  pro- 
foundly will  you  be  convinced  of  this  fact.  More 
— these  houses  can  be  purchased  carriage  paid 
for  even  less  money  than  the  timber  can  be 
procured  for  locally  by  those  who  build  their 
own  Poultry  Houses  at  home.  Our  Catalogue 
contains  full  description  and  illustrations  of  all 
these  houses  and  250  other  Appliances.  What- 
ever your  requirements  might  be  for  Poultry, 
in  this  book  it  can  be  found  ;  a  copy  of  which 
will  be  sent  you  quickly,  and  post  free  on 
application. 

W.  T  AM  LIN, 

40,  St.  Margarets,  Twickerahaan, 

LONDON. 

The  Largest  Incubator  and  Poultry  Appliance 
Manufacturer  in  the  World. 
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Thz  him  of  Health, 

The  title  of  the  attractive  poster  issued  by 
the  Great  Central  Railway  is  a  reminder  that  at 
this  season  of  the  year  everyone  is  arranging  to 
spend  the  holiday  period  at  one  of  the  many  seaside 
resorts  which  abound  in  our  island  home.  The 
bracing  breezes  of  the  North-East  and  North-West 
■ 'c?')t3  of  England  possess  a  greater  fascination  for 
-.ondoner  than  the  South  Coast  resorts,  and 
Laveller  from  the  metropolitan  area  will  find  all 
he  requires  in  the  summer  edition  of  the  A. B.C. 
Excursion  Programme  just  published  by  the  Great 
Central  Company.  It  contains  a  varied  choice  of 
seaside  and  country  health  resorts,  and  the  remark- 
ably low  fares  quoted  cover  the  holiday  period, 
whether  for  short  or  long  date,  and  are  available 
by  restaurant  car  expresses.  The  provision  of  meals 
on  the  train  at  a  most  reasonable  tariff  represents 
the  "  acme  of  comfort,"  and  the  travellers'  luggage 
can  be  sent  in  advance  and  delivered  at  destination 
at  a  jiominal  fee  of  Is.  per  package. 

The  British  Rhode  Island  Red  Club. 

The  British  Rhode  Island  Red  Club  are  guaran- 
teeing classes,  and  appointing  judges  at  the  follow- 
ing important  shows:  Haywards  Heath,  Manchester, 
the  Dairy,  and  the  Crystal  Palace. 

The  White  Wyandotte  Club. 

This  Club  is  open  to  receive  terms  for  holding  its 
Club  Show  during  the  coming  winter  with  some 
responsible  show  executive  in  the  West  of  England. 
Mr.  J.  Stephen  Hicks,  of  Bottisham  House,  near 
Cambridge,  is  the  Hon.  Secretary,  to  whom  applica- 
tion should  be  made. 


Houses  impregnated  with  OLO  are  preserved' 
interminably  against  rot  of  all  kinds — permanently 
disinfected  and  durably  stained.  Lice,  ticks,  and 
fleas  never  accumulate  in  OLOed  Poultry  Houses, 
the  wood  does  not  blister,  crack,  or  rot,  and  the 
colours  are  worthy  of  the  most  improved  houses 
ever  erected. 

OLO  is  easily  applied  by  the  inexperienced,  has  a 
great  covering  capacity,  is  inexpensive. 

Send  for  colour  samples  and  prices  to  Robinson 
Bros.,  Ltd.,  West  Bromwich.   


COMPLETION  OF  VOLUME  lU. 

OF  THE 

ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 


The  Ihird  Volume  of  the  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD  ends  with  this  issue,, 
and  we  strongly  recornmend  our  readers  to  bind  their  copies,  as  the  bound  volume  will 
form  a  valuaole  compendmm  of  the  Poultry  Industry,  worthy  of  preservation  for  constant 

reference. 

We  have  reserved  c:  moderate  stock  of  back  numbers  of  Volume  III.,  for  which  there 
hz\z  already  been  considerable  demand.  Readers  who  desire  to  complete  the  volume  should 
remember  that  the  stock  available  is  Hmited,  and  may  soon  be  exhausted. 

Upitil  Septefiiber  30  these  are  offered  at  the  regular  price,  and  may  be  obtained 
through  the  trade  at  6d.  per  copy,  or  POST  FREE  Sd^^.  each.  After  that  date  back 
numbers  over  six  i.^onths  will  be  charged  9d.  each,  or  POST  FREE  II  ^d.,  and  notice  is 
hereby  given  that  as  the  stock  is  reduced  the  price  may  be  still  further  advanced. 
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GARDEN  BOOKS. 


THE  GREAT  PAPER 
for  Private  Persons 


For  Buying  Anything  — 

Furniture,  Curios,  Poultry,  Dress,  Plants,  a  Watch,  Cycle,  Dog, 
Camera,  or  anything  else — the  best  way  is  through  "  The 
Bazaar,  Exchange  and  Mart  "  newspaper.  In  every  i;sue  are 
classified  announcements  of  thousands  of  toods  for  sale,  new  and 
second-hand. 

For  Selling  Anything 

no  bette'  mirket  exists  than  in  "  The  Bazair."  In  nearly  every 
household  there  are  scores  of  things  which  are  so  much  lumber, 
but  which  other  people  want  and  would  readily  buy.  Turn  them 
into  money  :  Private  announcements  cost  only  Id.  for  3  words 
(minimum  4d.)  per  insertion. 

For  Literary  Articles 

of  real  practical  utility  to  the  Amateur  tSere  is  no  journal  equal 
to  "The  Bazaar."  Its  lit-rary  pige;  pre  written  by  experts,  and 
the  information  given  is  clea',  co.-.cise,  rnd  accurate. 

For  Information 

upon  any  subject  you  will  find  this  paper  most  reliable.  If  you 
yourself  want  to  know  anything,  write  to  "  The  Bazaar." 


On  sal  J  at  all  Newsagents'  and  Bookstalls,  price  2  J. ;  or  a 
specimen  copy  will  be  sent,  post  free,  for  3d.  in  stamps,  from  the 

Offices  :  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  Lane,  London,  W.C. 


The  ONE  &  ALL  Garden  Books  are  a  useful  series  of  Popular  Penny  HantlbooVs. 
Each  number  treats  of  a  separate  subject  by  a  practical  expert.  Thenars 
neatly  printed  on  good  paper  and  profusely  Illustrated.  They  are  on  sale  ai 
all  One  &  Ail  Seed  Agencies,  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  and  at  all  the  !eai!iiig 
Newsagents  and  Bookssllers. 

1—  SWEET  PEAS.    By  Richard  Dean,  V.M.H. 

2—  ANNUALS.    By  T.  W.  Sanders,  F.L.S. 

3—  SALADS.    Bv  Horace  J.  Wright,  F  R.H.S. 

4—  VEGETABLES.    By  Horace  J.  Wright,  F.  R.H.S. 

5—  PERENNIALS.    By  T.  W.  Sanders,' F.  L.S. 

6—  MANURING.    By  Edward  Owen  Greening. 

7—  POTATOES.    By  the  Hon.  H.  A.  Stanhope. 

8—  ALLOTMENTS.    By  T.  W.  Sanders,  F. L.S. 

9—  ROSES.    By  T.  W  Sanders,  F.L.S. 

7.0— GARDEN  MAKING.    By  Edward  Owen  Greening,  F. R.H.S. 

11—  BULBS.    By  S.  Arno  t,  F.R.H.S. 

12—  WEATHER.    Bv  Hon.  H.  A.  Stanhope. 

13—  ONIONS.    By  Horace  J.  Wright,  F.R  H.S. 

14—  CLIMBERS.    By  T.  W.  Sanders,  F.L..S. 

15—  PEAS,    By  Horace  J.  Wright,  F.R.H.S. 

16—  TOMATOES.    By  W.  Iggulden,  F.R.H.S. 

17—  BEANS.    By  R.  Lewis  Castle,  F.R.H.S. 

18—  ASTERS.    By  Walter  Wright,  F.R.H.S. 

19—  LAWNS.    By  W.  J.  Stevens,  F.R.H.S. 

20—  STOCKS.    By  R.  P.  Brotherston. 

21—  PANSIES.    By  James  B.  Riding,  F.R.H.S. 

22—  ROOTS.    By  Hon.  H.  A.  Stanhope. 

23—  FRUIT.    By  W.  Iggulden,  F.R.H.S. 

24—  UNHEATED  GREENHOUSES.    By  K.  J.  Castle,  F.R.H.S. 
2  5— CABBAGES.    By  Horace  J.  Wright,  F.R.H.S. 

26—  SMALL  GARDENS.    By  T.  W.  Sanders,  F.L.S. 

27—  GARDEN  ALLOTMENTS.    By  John  Wright,  V.M.H. 

28—  CROPPING  ALLOTMENTS.    By  John  Wright,  V.M.H. 

29—  MUSHROOMS.    By  R.  Lewis  Castle,  F.R.H.S. 

30—  PHLOX.    By  Chas.  H.  Curtis.  F.R.H.S. 

31—  ANTIRRHINUMS.    By  Fred  W.  Harvey. 

32—  SHADY  GARDENS.  By  T.  W.  Sanders,  F.L.S. 

33—  CHRYSANTHEMUMS.    By  Richard  Dean,  V.M.H. 

34—  CHILDREN'S  GARDENS.    By  Mrs.  Mabel  Edwards  Webb. 

PRICE  ONE  PENNY  EACH. 
Bound  Volume-,  Nos.  1  to  12,  and  Nos.  13  to  24,  papsr  covers,  1/-;  cloth,  1/3. 

Publishers:  AGRICULTURAL  &  HORTICULTURAL  ASSOCIA- 
TION, LTD.,  92,  Long  Acre,  London,  W.C. 


Is  the  BEST  REMEDY  FOR 
SCALY  LEG  in  Poultry. 

In  Tins,    Is.,   2s.,   and   3s.  9d. 
PETOL  (T.),  17,  HART  STREET,  LONDON,  W.C. 


AMERICA'S  LEADER. 

No  other  poultry  publication  enjoys  a  greater 
measure  of  the  confidence  and  support  from 
 earnest  Poultry- Keepers  than  the  

American  Poultry  World 


Editorial  Staff: 

Grant  M.  Curtis. 
Prince  T.  Woods,  M.D, 
J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 
Wm.  C.  Denny. 


Artists  Staff: 

Arthur  O.  Schilling. 
Franklane  L.  Sewell. 
Irwin  W.  Burgess. 

0  0  0 


Especially    contributed    to    by    leading    Government  Poultry 
Experts  ana  America's  most  successful  Poultry  Breeders. 
Published  monthly,  and  contains  64  to  128  pages. 

Price,  4s.  Id.  per  annum,  post  paid. 

FREE  SPECIMEN  COPY  will  be  forwarded  on  Postcard  request 


Address  ihc  Publishers : 
AMERICAN  POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO., 

158,  Pearl  Street,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


Poultry  Husbandry. 

"THE     QUALIIY     POULTRY  JOURNAL." 

A  recognised  authority  on  all  matters  perla'ping 
to  Poultry — a  trustworthy  and  reliable  publication 
containing  such  advice  and  information  as  can  be 
 implicitly  followed  by  every  person.     It  'S  • 

Edited  by  D.  M.  GREEM, 

a  leading  authority  on  all  Poultry  ma'ters,  and  is  so  -  = 
broad  and  comprehensive  in  -ts  scope  thai;  it  is 
often  referred  to  as  the  stanoard  or  poultry  journal 
excellence  in  America.  Britishers  who  desire  the 
best  in  American  Poultry  Literature  should  not  fail 
  to  aquaint  themselves  with  it.  —  

Subscription  Price,  4s.  2d.  per  annum,  post  paid. 
SPECIMEN   COPY  FREE  FOR  TME  ASKING. 

United  Poultry  Publishing  £c„  Watcrvilic,  N.Y„  U.S.A. 
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DON'T  PICK  UP 

YOUR  HENS 

AND  SCARE    THEM  ;  USE 

Hill  s  Coloured  Rings 

4/6  per  100,  post  free, 

FOR  MARKING.  AND"  READ 
THEIR  NUMBERS  AT  A  GLANCE 
WITHOUT  HANDLING. 

Easily  Applied.     Do  Not  Injure  Legs. 

Unaffected  by  Weather.    Clean  Plain  Surface. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Booklet  with  Code  for  Marking  from  1  to  999. 

HILL  S    RUBBER    CO..  Ltd., 

p.  Dept.,  Market  Place,  Reading. 

A 


MRS. 

Trevor-Williams, 

Clock  House  Poultry  Farm, 
— BYFLEET,  SURREY.— 

Breeder  and  Exhibitor  of  WHITE 
and  BLACK  ORPINGTONS, 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  and 
 WHITE  LEGHORNS  

My  Breeding-Pens  contain  winners  of 
two  Ists,  2nd,  and  3rd  ;  also  1st  at 
Selling  Class  at  Crystal  Palace,  1910. 

2nd,  Dairy  Show  ;  3rd,  Club  Show  ;  1st, 
2nd,  and  3rd,  Ladies'  Poultry  Club  Show  ; 
1st  and  Cup,  Southall  ;  two  Ists  and  four 
Cups,  Cobham  ;  1st,  Caterham  ;  1st  and 
Special,  Folkestone  ;  1st  and  Special, 
Sunbury  ;  1  st,  2nd,  and  3rd,  Weybridge  ; 
 2nd   and  3rd,   Eastbourne,    &c.  ■ 

STOCK  AND  EXHIBITION  BIRDS 

cai  now  be  supplied. 

Properly  mated  tr!os  for  breeding  Exhibition  Stock 
from  50s.  to  £10. 

Utility  Trios  from  £1  Is. 

Single  Birds  from  10s.  6d.  upwards. 

Write  or  Visit  Clock  House  Poultry  Farm. 
A  VACANCY  FOR  PUPIL. 
Write  for  Catalogue. 


COMPLETE  AND  EXHAUSTIVE 

INDEX 

to  Volume  III.  of  the 
ILLUSTRATED     POULTRY  RECORD 

will  be  sent  free  on  receipt  of  a  Penny  Stamp 
to  defray  postage. 

READY  END  OF  SEPTEMBER. 
R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd.,  Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


THE  "  KING  "  POULTRY  HOUSE. 

The  Topnotch  of  Value. 

We  Challenge 

Comparison. 

Made  of  best  Red  T.  and  G. 
Matching,  in  sections.  Attendant's 
door,  with  lock  and  key,  up  and 
down  shutters,  wired  fr  nts,  handles 
and  Perches,  and  Cai-riag-e  Paid 
England  and  l-i'a/es. 

5  ft.  long,        ft.  wide,  Z%  ft.  high,  ..  %  in.  16/3  ..  K  in-  17/6 

6  „  „  4  ,,  ,,  ..  H  M  17/6  ■■  K  „  18/6 
6    „      .,4      ,,      „    5      ,,      ,,    ..  Vs  .,    19/6  ..  H  ,<  21/- 

6  4      ,,      ,,6      .,      ,,    ..  H  „  22/-  ..  34  ,,  25/- 

7  ,,      ,,5      ,.      ,,5      ,,      .,    ..  H  .,   25/6  ..  3^  „  27/6 

Creosoting,  1/-.      Bolts.  1/-  per  set. 
Catalogue  free  of  Patent  Asbestos  Incubator  Brooders,  Coops,  Hur- 
dles, Wire  Netting,  Grain  and  Rone  Machines,  Sprayers,  Sundries. 

R.  TObPE  &  CO.,  Appliance  Works, 

21.   STFPNEY  SQUARE.   HIGH   STREET.   STEPNEY.    LONDON.  E. 


Poultry  for  Prizes  and  Profits. 

This  is  a  very  complete  and  essentially  practical  guide  to  the 
breeding  and  management  of  all  varieties  o£  Poultry  tor  Exhibition 
and  Utility  purposes.  By  Prof.  James  Long.  Third  Edition, 
entirely  rewritten  by  W.  M.  Elkington.  Magnificently  illus- 
trated with  full  page  and  other  illustrations  of  birds,  reproductions 
of  actual  feathers  showing  typical  markings,  &c.  In  cloth  gilt, 
price  6,'-  net,  by  post  6/4.    Also  in  two  divisions. 

Poultry  for  Prizes. 

The  breeding,  management,  and  "  points  "  of  Exhibition  Birds.  In 
cloth  gilt,  price  3/-  net,  by  post  3/3. 

Poultry  for  Profit. 

The  complete  management  of  Fowls  for  Domestic  Purposes.  In 
cloth  gilt,  price  3/-  net,  by  post  3/3. 

Incubators  and  their  Management. 

By  J.  H.  SuTCLiFFE.  New  (sixth)  edition,  revised  and  brought 
thoroughly  up  to  date.  An  excellent  book  for  anyone  running  or 
proposing  to  run  an  Incubator.    Illustrated.    1/-  net,  by  post  1/2. 

Popular  Poultry-Keeping. 

A  practical  and  complete  guide  to  breeding  and  keeping  Poultry 
for  Eggs  or  for  the  Table.  Fourth  edition,  with  additional  matter 
and  illustrations.    By  W.  M.  Elkington.    1/-  net,  by  post  1/2. 

Poultry  and  Egg  Raising  at  Home. 

A  practical  work,  showing  how  Eggs  and  Poultry  may  be 
produced  for  home  consumption  with  little  expenditure  of  time  or 
money.    By  W.  M.  Elkington.    Illustrated.   1/-  net,  by  post  1/2 

Profitable  Poultry-Farming. 

Describing  in  detail  the  methods  that  give  the  best  results,  and 
pointing  out  the  mistakes  to  be  avoided.  By  J.  H.  Sutcliffe. 
Illustrated.    1/-  net,  by  post  1/2. 
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Completion  of  Volume  III. 


BINDING 
CASES 


FOR  THE 


ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD, 

Price,  2/-  each,  Post  Free. 


A  Complete  and  Exhaustive-  Index  will  be  sent 
free  with  each  Binding  Case. 


R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd., 
Tudor  House,  Tudor  St.,  London,  E.C. 


For  anything 
about 

Advertising 


TUDOR  HOUSE, 
TUDOR  STREET, 
LONDON,  E.G. 


MISS  CAREY, 

Breeder^  Exhibitor^  and  Exporter  of 

BUFF,  WHITE,  &  BLACK  ORPINGTONS, 
BLACK  AND  WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

Winner  of  over 

100  Cups  and  Prizes 

During  6  months  showing,  large  export  trade  to  all  parts,  India,  U.S.A., 
S.  Africa,  New  Zealand,  B.    Columbia,   Transvaal,  Germany,  France, 
Canada,  and  other  countries. 

Birds  and  Eggs  for  Exhibition,  Stock, 
or  Utility  Purposes  Always  for  Sale 
at  Moderate  Prices. 

Pupils  are  received  on  the  farm,  where  they  receive  a  thorough  training  in 
all  branches,  either  fo  short  or  long  courses,  or  tuition  by  correspondence. 
Special  arrangements  for  Foreigners  wishing  to  study  in  England. 

TOYNTON  RECTORY,  SPILSBY,  ENGLAND. 


When  answering  advertisements, 
please  mention 

"  THE  ILLUSTRATED 
POULTRY  RECORD." 

^L.  &  N.  W.  R.^ 
HOLIDAY  EXCURSIONS 

FROM 

EUSTON 

During  SEPTEMBER. 


Thursdays 
Fridays. 


ON 


Fridays  &  Saturdays. 
Friday  nights   


Saturday,  Sept.  2  

Friday  nights  &  Satur- 
day mornings  

Friday  nights  &  Satur- 
day mornings  

Friday  nights  

Saturday  mornings  ... 

Saturdays   


Mondays,  Wednesdays, 
1  hursda<  s,  &  Satur- 
days  


j  Fares 

TO  I  from 

BELFAST  AND  NORTH  OF  IRELAND  24/- 
DUBLIN  AND  SOUTH  AND  WEST  OF 

IRELAND   27/- 

ISLE  OF  MAN    25/- 

SCOTLAND   2  4/9 

/  EDINBURGH  AND  GLASGOW  Daylight 

\    Express  Dining  Car  Excursions   27/- 

I  BLACKPOOL,  FURNESS  LINE,  AND 

)     ENGLISH  LAKES    17/- 

f  NORTn.  AND  CENTRAL  WALES  AND 

I    CAMBRIAN  COAST    19/- 

LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT   16/- 

MANCHESTER  DISTRICT   1G/- 

BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT   11/- 

f'ADAY  IN  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUN-  Inclu- 

!  TRY"— Rail  and  Motor  Tour  to  sive 
i    Keniiworth,  Guy's  Cliffe,  Warwick,  \  Fare 

I    and  Stratforcf-on-Avon    11/6 


WEEK-END  TICKETS  will  be  issued  every  Friday  and  Satur- 
day to  many  Seaside  and  Inland  Pleasure  Resorts,  and  to  a  large 
number  of  stations  in  Scotland,  available  for  the  return  journey  on  the 
following  Sunday  (Train  Service  permitting),  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

For  details  as  to  Fares,  Train  Times,  &;c.,  and  particulars  of 
SHORT  DISTANCE  EXCURSIONS  from  London,  obtain  Pro- 
gramme at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations  or  Town  Offices,  or  write 
to  the  Enquiry  Office,  Euston  Station,  London,  N.W. 

FRANK  REE,  General  Manager. 
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The  Illustrated  Poultry  Record  Series  of 

LANTERN  SLIDES. 

THE   SLIDES  ENUMERATED  BELOW  CAN  BE  SUPPLIED  FOR  1/-  EACH. 


FEEDING.—  Al.  Value   of  Elements.   A7.  Food  Consumption. 

 A3.  Feeding-Pen     for    Chickens.  A2.  Feeding-Trough.  A4. 

Bottle  Fountain.   A5.  Metal  Fountain.   A6.    Feeding-Block  for 

Chicks.  A8.    Feeding-Pen  for  Ducklings. 

ARTIFICIAL  INCUBATION.— AlO.    English  Incubator-House, 

Interior.  A9.  English  Incubator-House,  Exterior.  A12.  Ventilation 

pipe  for  Incubator-House.-  A144.   Cypher  Incubator.  60.  American 

Incubator-House,  Interior.  61.    American  Incubator  -  House,  Exterior. 

 113  and  115.  Mammoth  Incubator. 

NATURAL  INCUBATION.— A13.  Basket  Nest.  A14.  Double 

Nest,  with  Run.  A15.  Double  Nest,  with  Run  Unattached.  A16. 

Sitting  Hen  Feeding-Cages.  -A17.  Hatching-Shed.  A18.  Hatching- 
Box. 

TESTING    EGGS.— A24.   Testing  by   Lamp.  A19.    By  Hand 

with  Candle.  A21.  Exterior  Appearance  of   Egg.  A20.  Structure 

of  Egg.  A22.  Embryo  24  Hours.  A194.  Exit  Chicken  and  Embryo, 

3.  5,  7,  9,  11,  15,  19  days  (8  slides).  A23.  Circulation  o£  Blood. 

NATURAL    REARING.- A25.   French   House.  A26.  Double 

Coop  A151.  Cheap  Coop,  4}^d.  234.  Coop-hen  with  Chickens. 

ARTIFICIAL  REARING.— A27.  Brooder-House  Exterior  (Theale). 

 A150.    Brooder-House    Interior    (Theale).  .^159.  Brooder-House 

Interior  (Theale).  Hearson  Brooder,  E.xterior.  Hearson  Brooder, 

Interior.  .^28.  Portable  Pipe  Brooder  (2).  A29.  Portable  Pipe  Brooder 

Runs.  A156.  Brooder-House  Interior  (Pipes).  A162.  French  Brooder- 
House.  193.  Small  Brooder- House  (American).  192.  Brooder-House 

Runs.  A157.  English  Small  Brooder-House. 

HOUSING. —  A30.  Ventilation  Louvre  Boards.  A31.  Ventilation 

Gable.  A52.  Lean-to  House.  A152.   Front  New  Scratching-Sheds. 

 A38.  Scratching-Sheds,  with  Runs.  A41  American  Scratching- 
Sheds,  Front  Elevation.  A39.  American  Scratching-Sheds,  with  Runs. 

 A34.  American  Scratching-Sheds,  Ground   Plan.  A35.  American 

Scratching-Sheds,    Ground    Plan,    Portable    Poultry-House.   A153. 

Portable  House,  with  Run.  A40.  Barrel  Poultry-House.  A42.  House 

with  Self-raising  Wheels  (up).  A43.  House  with  Self-raising  Wheels 

(down).  A44.  Fencing.  A45.  Duck-House.  A46.  Turkey-House. 

A154.    Danish  Trap-Nest.  3.  Portable   Poultry-House  (apex).  35. 

Continuation  Poultry-House  (American).  40.  Colony  Houses  (Ameri- 
can). 93.  Diagram  of  Scratching-Shed.  94.  Diagram  of  Scratching- 

Shed.  110.  Colony  Houses  and    Trap-Nests.  171.  Open-Fronted 

Poultry  House.  182.  Diagram  of  Back-yard  House  and  Run  293. 

Range  of  Breeding-Pens  (N.    Zeal.).  301.  Birds   Housed  Amonast 

Bush  Fruit.  317.  German  Scratching-Shed.  335  and  336.  Portable 

Poultry-House.         297.     Colony  Houses  (Plana  Boxes).  322.  Range 

of  Laying  Houses  (American).  A153.  Cockerel  House. 

FATTENING.— A47.   Egyptian   Fattening  (2).  A48.  Cramming 

by     Pellets.  A49.    Cramming    by   Mouth.  A163.    Cramming  by 

Funnel.  A64.  Funnel  for  Fattening.  A65.   Cramming  by  Machine. 

 A145.    Interior    Fattening-Shed.  A51.     Outside    Cages.  A52. 

Outside  Cages.  A140.  Interior    Fattening-Shed.  A53.  Killing.  

A165.    Plucking.  A147.   Pens  for  Packing.  A149.    Sussex  Fowls, 

Dead  (2  birds).  A57.   French  Dead  Poultry.  A66.  Sussex  Fowls, 

De  id  (2  birds).  A58.  French  Dead  Poultry.  A59.  Ducks'  Livers.  

A61.    Sussex   Collector   and    Cage.  •  A62.    Shaping- Board.  A63. 

Birds  in  Shaping-Board.  117.    Pair  Buff  Orpingtons,  Dead. 

DUCKS.— A113.   Aylesbury.    Pair.  A143   and  A143a.  Aylesbury, 

Single.  A114.     K..Lien.,  Pair.  A115,  Huttegum,  Pair.    A116  Pekin, 

Pair.  A117.    Cayuga,  Pair.  A 109.  Blue    Swedish,    Pair.  A118. 

Ifidian  Runner,  Pair.  A164.  Young  Ducks  and  Drakes. — 266.  Ayles- 
bury Duck    Group.  AloO.   Duck- Fattening  Pen.— — A161.  Duck- 

H  .use  Range.  A172.     Classification  of  Ducks.  A173.    Colour  of 

Flesh  and  Skin. 


GEESE.— A119.  Toulouse,  Pair.  A120.    Embden.  A121.  White 

Chinese.  A122.    Brown   Chinese.  ■  A123.    Pomeranian.  A124. 

African.— -A155.     Arsamas.  311.  ,  Toulouse   Geese,    Pair.  -Am. 

Classification  and  Characteristics. 

TURKEYS.— A125.    Black.  A126.    White.   A127.  American 

Bronze.  A128.  Cambridge  Bronze.  A129.  Norfolk.  A130.  Nor- 
folk Turkeys  (Dead).  50.  Turkey   Fattening-Shed.  51.  American 

Bronze  Turkeys.  118.    Group  of  Dead  Turkeys.  209.  Mammoth 

Bronze  Turkeys  (Group)   210.  Turkeys  in  Field.  A175.  Charac- 
teristics. 

MARKETING  EGGS.— A142.  Rose  Egg-Box. — -A146.  Grading 
Egg-Board.  A141.  Robinson  Egg-Box.  A134.  Testing  and  Packing. 

MISCELLANEOUS.— -A.13L    Skeleton  of  Fowl.  A] 32.  Ovaries. 

A133.  Oviduct.  A135.  Feather-Eating   Parasite.  A136.  Scaly-Leg 

Parasite.  A137.    Gape   Worm.  A138.    Fowl    Mite.— A139.  Fowl 

Lice.  119.  Macdonald  Plant.  167.  Cornell  Exhibit.  ^212.  Cornell 

Buildings.  213.  Cornell  Exhibit.  116.  Model  Farm  (Foreign).  

385.  Caponising  (Eight  Slides). 

BREEDS. 

CLASSIFICATION.— A166.     Laying    or    Non-sitting.  A167. 

Table.  A168.   General  Purpose.  A169.  Breeds  Laying  Tinted-shelled 

Eggs.  .^.170.  Colour  of  Flesh  and  Skin— White.  A171.  Colour  of 

Flesh —Yellow,  Grey.  A68.  Points  of  a  Fowl.  A69.    Lining  a  Fowl. 

■  ■A83.    Feather-marking.  AllO.   Gallus   Bankiva.  Alll.  Combs 

of  Fowls.  A112.  Distribution  of  Domestic  Fowl. 

LAYING  OR  NON-SITTING  CLASS.-A12L  Anconas,  Pair.  

A94.  Andalusian  Cock.  A106.  Bra;kel  Cock.  A90.  Campines,  Pair 

A12.  White-crested  Dutch.  A73.   Blask  Hamburgh,  Pair.  A71 

Silver  Spangled  Hamburgh  Cock.  •A75.  Houdans,  Pair.  A92.  White 

Leghorns,  English  Pair.  10.   White    Leghorns,  Danish,  Pair.  47 

White   Leghorns,  American  Hen.  47a.    White   Leghorns,  American 

Cock.  189.  White  Leghorns,  American  Pullet.  A102.  Buff  Leghorns, 

Pair.  188.  Brown  Leghorn,  American  Cockerel.  307.  Brown  Leg- 
horn,  English   Pullet.  308.    Brown   Leghorn,   English  Cockerel.  

309.  Brown  Leghorn,  English  Hen.  262.  Black  Leghorn  Cockerel.  

264.  Black  Leghorn  Pullet.  263.  Blue  Leghorn  Group.  A74.  Black 

Minorca,  Pair.  A91.  Redcaps,  Pair.  A96.  Scotch  Greys,  Pair. 

TABLE  BREEDS.— A104.   La  Bresse  Cock.  A105.    La  Bresse 

Hen.  A85.    Crevecoeur,  Pair.  A80.  White  Dorking,  Pair.  A81. 

Coloured  Dorking,   Pair.  A88.  Silver  Grey  Dorking,  Male.  A89. 

Silver  Grey  Dorking.  Female.  146.  Silver  Grey  Dorking,  Cock.  

150.  Silver  Grey  Dorking,  Pair.  Black  Red  Game.  A93.  Old  English 

Game. — -A87.  Indian  (Cornish)  Game,  Pair.  A86.  La  Fleche,  Pair.  

A84.  Malays.  A83.  Red  Sussex,  Pair.  153.  Red  Sussex,  Pair.  

8.  Speckled  Sussex  Hen.  231.  Light  Sussex  Pen. 

GENERAL  PURPOSE  CLASS.— 183.    Light  Brahma  American 

Group.  A98.    Light  Brahma  Cock.  AlOl.    Dark  Brahma  Cock.  

A79.  FaveroUes,  Pair.  A78.  Black  Langshans.  A99.  Buff  Orping- 
tons   (Ludlow).  AlOO.    Buff_  Orpingtons  (Whippel).  A107.  Buff 

Orpingtons  (Ludlow).  71.  White  Orpingtons  (Young).  Black  Orping- 
ton Cocks.  67.  Black  Orpington  Pair.-  A77.  Plymouth  Rocks.  

A184.  Plymouth  Rocks,  American.  A103.    Buff  Plymouth  Rock,  Pair. 

 107.  Buff  Plymouth  Rock  Hen.  103.  Buff  Plymouth  Rock,  Male. 

 360.    Buff    Plymouth    Rock   Cockerel.  A103.    White  Plymouth 

Rock,  Pair.  185.  White  Plymouth  Rock,  American.  A97.  Rhode 

Island  Red  Pullet.  75.  Single-Comb  Rhode  Island  Red  Cockerel.  

76.    Single  -  Comb    Rhode    Island    Pullet.  361.    Wyandotte  Head, 

Typical.  A95.    White  Wyandottes,  Pair.  186.    White  Wyandottes, 

American  Pullet.  187.    White   Wyandottes,  American  Cockerel.  

A72.    Silver   Wyandottes,    Pair.  A75.    Silver  Pencilled  Wyandottes, 

Pair.  A73.    Silver  Wyandottes.  A74.    Golden    Wyandottes,  Pair. 

 95.  Columbian  Wyandottes  (O.  Hardee).  32L  Columbian  Wyan- 
dottes, American.  252.  Nassau  Cockerel.  253.  Nassau  Pullet. 
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The  Reliable  Poultry  Journal 

is  the 

WORLD'S  LEADING  POULTRY  PAPER. 

80-172  pages  and  cover  per  month  (9  by  12). 
Subscription  price,  4s.  2d.  per  annum,  or 
with  "  Illustrated  Poultry  Record,"  los.  5d. 


Sample  Copy  Mailed  on  Request. 

Address : 

RELIABLE  POULTRY  JOURNAL  PUB.  Co., 
Box.  F,  QUINCY,  ILLINOIS. 

THE  TRUTH  ABOUT  POULTRY- 
KEEPING  IN  AMERICA. 

How  the  American  hen  is  being  developed,  what  she  has  done  and  what 
she  is  expected  to  accomplish,  with  minute  details  of  ways,  means,  and 
appliances  employed,  is  the  subject  matter  of  the  leading  poultry  paper  of 
the  United  States, 

"THE  FARM-POULTRY  MONTHLY.' 

This  paper,  of  which  Mr.  John  H.  Robinson,  of  international  reputa- 
tion, is  editor,  is  so  comprehensive  in  its  scope  and  so  reliable  in  its  state- 
ments that  it  offers  British  poultry-keepers  the  best  opportunity  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  doings  and  progress  of  their  American 
cousins.  Price,  one  year,  3s.  2d.,  post  paid.  Sample  copy  FREE  on 
request. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO., 
Summer  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A. 


LOOK  AGAIN! 

Another   BUFF  .'ORPINGTON  exported  to  Germany  has 
1st  Prizi^S  and  Specials  at  every  Show.    In  the  words  of  ;i 
spondent,  '■  Was  victorious  at  all  the  most  celebrated  shows,  and  is 
the  best  bird  of  his  variety  in  Germany."    The  fanciers  there  are 
particular  as  to  type  in  every  way  and  will  have  nothing  else. 

Eggs  now  ready,  and  very  fertile,  7/6,  10,  S.  1II'6, 
21/-  sitting.    Challenge  Cup  Winners,  specially  selected,  £2 
fertiles  replaced,  and  by  Chicks  when  from  best  pen. 

Chicks,  12/-.  21/-.  £2  2s.,  £4  4s.  a  dozen. 

A  few  1909  Cockerels  and  Pullets  left,  10/6,  15/6.  21/-,  , 

worth  double,  and  all  of  my  noted  £101  strain. 

MISS  GARRETT, 

Wellsley  Cottage, 
LONDON  ROAD,  SUTTON. 
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The  New  Zedlaivd  Poultry  Journal 

The  leading  illustrated  paper  of  Australasia. 
Published  monthly.  Tells  how  RECORDS 
are  obtained.  AUS I  RALASIAN  competi- 
tions lead  the  world.  Send  for  a  sample 
copy  of  this  Excellent  Paper.  We  have  a 
large  number  of  subscribers  in  the  United 
Kingdom.      Annual   Subscription,  6s.  6d. 


SEND  FOR  SAMPLE  COPY  TO-DAY. 


N.Z.  Poultty  Journal  (Box  588),  Christchurch,  N.Z. 


The  Latest  Variety  off  Orpington  is  the 

Red  or  Coronation  Orpington 


Originated  by 
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BROOK   HOUSE   POULTRY  FARM,  HELLINGLY,  SUSSEX,  ENGLAND. 


No.  I  of  the  Record  Series 
of    Poultry  Handbooks. 

The  Amateur 
Poultry  -  Keeper. 

For  Health,  Pleasure,  &  Profit. 

By  W.  M.  ELKINGTON. 


ON  SALE  AT  ALL  BOOKSTALLS 
AND  NEWSAGENTS*. 

PRICE  Is. 


Post  free  for  is.  2d.  from — 

 THE   

lllustrat'^d  Poultry  Recoril^ 

TUDCR  HOUSE,  TUDOP.  ST.,  E.G. 


Number    2    of   the    Record    Series    of  HandbooRs, 


By    EDWARD   BROWN,    F.L.S.  j 

ON  SALE  AT  ALL  BOOKSTALLS  AND  NEWSAGENTS'.  PRICE  Is.,  POST  FREE  Is.  2d.  FROM-  | 
THE    ILLUSTRATED    POULTRY    RECORD,    Tudor   House,   Tudor  Street,  E.C. 
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PREPAID  - 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

ONE  PENNY 
FOR  EVERY 
TWO  WORDS. 

6  insertions  for  Price  of  5 


CAMPINES. 


RRV   E.    LEWIS   JONES,  Hon. 

Sec.  Cainpine  Club,  Vice-President  Poultry  Club, 
Heyope  Rectory, Knighton, Radnorshire.  Breeder 
of  the  premier  strain  of  Silver  Campines,  and  of 
Gold  Campines,  Blue  and  Black  Wyandottes. 
Eggs,  single  birds  and  mated  pens  for  exhibition 
or  utility. 


FOODS. 


CLARENDO    POULTRY  MEAL 

for  Egg-production  and  Chicken-Rearing,  price 
12s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  carriage  paid. — White,  Tom- 
kins,  &  Courage,  Ltd.,  48,  Mark  Lane,  London. 


ORPINGTONS. 


MISS  EDWARDS,  Coaley  Poultry 

Farm,  Gloucestershire,  exports  winners  to  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Has  won  numerous  Challenge 
Cups.  Buff  Orpingtons  240-egg  strain,  White 
Wyandottes,  Buff  Leghorns,  Campines,  Sussex 
Ducks.    Catalogue.    Pupils  received. 

RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 


1 


De  GmFF 

poultry-farm^ 
Amsterdam.N.Y. 

:JTOCK  4  ECGS  FOR  SALE 
PLEASE -SEND  FOR- MY- CATALOG 

BEST  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS  IN  AMERICA 

FitJEST  POULTRY  BOOK  IN  AMERIOf 


VARIOUS. 


BLACK  FOUR=HORNED 

ST.  KILDA  SHEEP.  Being  overstocked  I  can 
offer  a  fe  v  capital  Ewe  and  Ram  limbs  at  15s. — 
R.  Scott  Miller,  Greenoak  Hill,  Broomhouse, 
near  Glasgow. 


MRS.   CHATTERTON,  Smaiden, 

Kent.  Breeder,  Exhibitor,  Exporter  of  Rose- 
comb  Rhode  Island  Reds,  2nd  and  3rd  prizes 
Club  Show  ;  Black  and  White  La  Bresse,  winners 
of  many  1st  prizes ;  White  Orpingtons,  White 
Wyandottes.    Catalogue  free. 


VARIOUS. 


HINWICK    POULTRY  FARM, 

WELLINGBOROUGH.  Estd.  1891.  Breeder-,, 
Exhibitors,  and  Exporters.  Winners  of  many 
prizes,  cups,  and  medals.  Orpingtons,  Wyan- 
dottes, Leghorns,  Minorcas,  Faverolles,  Indian 
Game,  Langshans,  Barred  Rocks.  Aylesbury  and 
Runner  Ducks,  Embden  Geese,  Mammoth  Bronze 
Turkeys,  Birds  for  Exhibition  and  LItility,  Eggs 
and  Chickens,  Appliances,  Trap  -  Nests,  and 
Hinwick  Foods.  Catalogue,  fully  illustrated, 
gratis.  Pupils  received.  —  S.  H.  Woodbridge, 
Proprietor. 
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CRAVEN'S 
Appliances 


are  the  recognised  designs  for  the  Poultry 
World.  Every  possible  article  requisite 
for  Poultry-rearing  is  manufactured  by  us. 
We  supply  articles  of  the  highest  in 
quality,  goods  which  have  stood  the  test 
of  time,  and  are  labour-saving  appliances 
for  Practical  Poultry-keepers.  We  hold 
the  largest  and  most  varied  stock,  and 
can  offer  prompt  deliveries.  Our  factories 
are  fitted  up  with  the  most  up-to-date 
machinery,  and  everything  we  supply  is 
of  the  best.  If  you  are  requiring  Incu- 
bators, Poultry-houses,  Foster-mothers, 
Rearers,  Coops,  Runs,  Trap-nests,  Wire 
Nests,  Baskets,  Egg-boxes,  Chick-boxes, 
Sprayers,  Wire  Netting,  Limewashing 
Machines,  Capsules,  Incubator  Regula- 
tors and  Fittings,  Roofing  F"elt,  Poultry 
Perch-holders,  Egg-testing  Lamps,  Ther- 
mometers, Anti  Vermin  Eggs,  Chick- 
markers,  Dubbing  and  Wick  Scissors, 
Name  Plates,  Sieves  and  Riddles,  Rings 
and  Ring-holders,  Corn  Bins,  Hoppers 
and  Fountains  in  great  variety.  Chicken 
Troughs,  Wire  Pens,  Grit  Smashers, 
Fumigating  Candles,  Comb  Erect.9rs, 
Toe  Straighteners,  Anti  Feather-pulling 
Bits,  Bone  Cutters,  Food  Choppers, 
Judging  Sticks,  Incubator  and  Brooder 
Lamps,  Tanks,  &c..  Gape  Worm  Extrac- 
tors, Caponising  Instruments,  Water 
Glass,  Pail  and  Cage,  Poultry-house 
Wheels,  Food  Cups,  Poultry  Crates, 
Wood  Preservative,  Peat  Moss,  Grit,  Gas 
Standards,  Leg  Tethers,  Brushes  of  all 
kinds.  Insect  and  Disinfectant  Powder 
and  Fluids,  and  the  World-famed  Nevarc 
Remedies  for  all  Diseases  of  Poultry,  &c., 
&c.,  write  for  our  huge  P.  40  Catalogue  of 
104  pages,  600  Illustrations.  It  is  the  largest 
book  ever  offered  to  the  Poultry  World, 
and  is  free  and  post  free  if  you  mention 
the  Illustrated  Poultry  Record. 

T.  CRAVEN  &  SONS  (P.  Dept.), 
Ill,  Corporation  Street,  Manchester. 

Branch  :    273,  Gray  s  Inn  Road,  King's 
Cross,  London,  W.C. 

The  Largest  Live  Stock  Appliance 
  House  in  the  World.   


Ol'EN  ' 


.  7  I'.M.,  &6  P.M.  ON  Saturdays. 


SCALE  OF  ADVERTISING  CHARGES. 
THE  ILLUSTRATED  POULTRY  RECORD. 


Per  insertion. 


Whole  Page  outside  Back 


Cover,  or  facing  Title  or 
Contents  pages  ... 
Whole  page... 

and  pro  rata. 


Per  Inch  Wide  Column  , 
Per  Inch  Narrow  Column. 


Per  insertion. 
...     ^'o  15  o 


£^0 
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MESSRS.  BATEMAN, 

MILNTHORPE,  WESTMORLAND. 

Pioneer  Breeders  of  Buff  Rocks  and  Breeders  of 
Champion 

BARRED,  BUFF,  WHITE,  AND  BLACK 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS, 

which  cannot  be  beaten  either  for  laying  qualities 
or  exhibition  merits.  They  prove  this  combina- 
tion has  been  achieved. 

Birds  either  for  home  or  abroad  supplied  on 
absolutely  fair  terms.  Aniateurs  specially  treated 
and  advised  gratis. 

Si.xteen  years'  regular  winnings  at  Dairy, 
Crystal  Palace,  and  classical  events. 


IF  YOU  REQUIRE 
Poultry  Houses,  Coops,  Runs,  Show  Pens, 
Garden  Requisites,or  Horticultural  Buildings, 

Write  to 

WICKS  g  SONS,  Ltd.  (X,Sil.S:S4), 

Manufacturers  and  General  Builders, 
CATTLE    MARKET,  NORWICH, 
For  Catalogfues  (Post  Free). 

LEASE     EXPIRED.      For  Sale. 

Some  fine  quality  laying  Pullets  and  Cockerels — 
viz.,  2  pens  containing  2  cockerels  and  14  pullets, 
price  5s.  each ;  5  splendid  white  leghorns  and 
2  cockerels,  latter  7s.  6d.  each,  pullets  4s.  6d. 
each  ;  Buffs,  25  pullets,  3s.  9d.  each,  cockerel 
prize  bird,  15s.  ;  pens  of  various,  2s.  6d.  each,  all 
laying.  Fowlhouses,  greenhouse,  boiler,  hot- 
water  pipes,  utensils,  flowers  of  splendid  quality. 
— Apply  Mrs.  Snelling,  Chicara,  Shepperton-on- 
Thames.  ,., 


Used  in  the  leading  Poultry  Farms  with 
every  success. 
A   Reliable  Remedy  for  Every  Disease 
NEVARC   GOING   LIGHT  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   ROUP  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   DIPHTHERIA  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   LEG   WEAKNESS  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   BRONCHITIS  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   COD   LIVER  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   CASTOR   OIL  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   EPSOM   SALT  CAPSULES. 
NEVARC   CONDITION  PILLS. 
NEVARC   ROUP  PILLS. 
NEVARC   GOING   LIGHT  PILLS. 
NEVARC   DIARRHCEA  PILLS. 
NEVARC   LIVER  PILLS. 
NEVARC   SCALY   LEG  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   TICK  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   WHITE   COMB  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   WING  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   GENERAL  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   EYE  OINTMENT. 
NEVARC   CANKER  CURE. 
NEVARC   RED   MITE  KILLER. 
NEVARC   EYE  LOTION. 

In  Sealed  Boxes  from  your  local  dealer, 
6d.,  Is.,  and  2s.  6d.,  or  posted  direct 
from  proprietors,  7d.,  Is.  Id.,  and  2s.  8d. 

NEVARC  ROUP  CURE,  the  drink- 
ing water  cure  for  roup,  acknowledged  to 
be  the  finest  roup  cure  on  the  market,  and 
will  be  found  a  cure  where  others  have 
failed.  In  Bottles  6d.,  Is.,  and  2s.  6d.. 
or  posted  direct  7d.,  Is.  Id.,  and  2s.  8J. 

NEVARC  GAPE  CURE,  a  sure 
cure  for  Gapes,  which  is  very  common 
amongst  young  birds.  In  Bottles  6d., 
Is.,  and  2s.  6d.,  or  posted  direct  7d., 
Is.  Id.,  and  2s.  8d.  From  yoier  local 
dealer  or  direct  from  Sole  Proprietors  : 

T.  CRAVEN  &  SONS  (Dept.  P.), 
97,  CORPORATION  ST.,  Manchester. 

Branch:  273, Gray's  Inn  Road,  Kinsr's 
Cross,  London,  W.C.    -  ,n 

^?ents  Wanted  Everywhere.  Write  for  Terms. 
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Date  of  Publication, 
OCTOBER,  1911. 


Lang's 

Breeders' 
Directory 

for  1911-12 


Full  particulars,    &c.,  from 

R.  T.  LANG,  Ltd., 

TUDOR  HOUSE,  TUDOR  ST., 
....    LONDON,  E.C  


C  Contains  a  comprehensive 
classified  list  of  the  leading 
breeders  in  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Horses^  Cattle,  Sheep,  Pigs, 
Dogs,  Poultry,  Pigeons,  Goats, 
RabbitS;  Cage  Birds,  etc,  etc* 


C  Name  and  address  in  small 
type  inserted  free  of  charge; 

in  large  black  type, which  forms 
an  excellent  advertisement,  2s. 
per  entry. 


C  The  Directory  will  be  pub- 
lished at  3s.  6d.  net,  but  those 
who  subscribe  previous  to  pub^ 
lication  receive  it  for  2s.  6d. 
If  you  wish  for  a  copy  send  us 
P.G.  2s.  6d. 


C  We  are  willing  to  accept  a 
few  displayed  advertisements, 
but  as  the  number  of  pages  is 
limited,  early  application  is 
necessary.  The  price  for  a 
whole  page,  measuring  lOin.  by 
6%m.,  is  £3  3s.,  and  pro  rata 
for  smaller  spaces,  including  a 
free  voucher  copy* 
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Tring  Park  Poultry  Farm 


Station— Tring,  L.  &  N.W.R.  (2  miles).- 


-Telegraras,  "  Carr,  Tring." 


The  Property  of   the  Right   Hon.  Lord  Rothschild. 

Exhibition  and  Utility  Poultry 


SUSSEX,  Red,  Light  and  Speckled 
ORPINGTONS,  White  and  Buff 
LEGHORNS,  Brown  and  White 
INDIAN  GAME 
TURKEYS,  American  Bronze 
DUCKS,  Buff  Orpingtons 


ill.: ; ^'Mimlm^i^mM:^^ wii  >|S*„  •■<.>.  ••■ 


AMERICAN    BRONZE  TURKEY. 
2nd  International  and  Leeds,  1910. 


Prizes  include  Champion  Awards  at  London  Dairy, 
and  Grand  International  Shows,  also  at  Royal 
Agricultural,  Birmingham,  Leeds,  &c.  Champion 
Cups  won  at  London  Smithfield  Show  for  Turkeys 
  seven  times  during  past  nine  years.   


RED  SUSSEX. 
Cup.  International,  1908;  2nd  Dairy;  and 
2nd  Royal,  1910. 


LIGHT  SUSSEX. 
2nd  Redhill ;  3rd  Royal  and  International. 


WHITE    ORPINGTON  PULLETS. 


INSPECTION  INVITED. 


EXPORT  ORDERS  CAREFULLY  ATTENDED  TO. 


^PP'^  RICHARDSON  CARR,  Estate  Office,  Tring 


Printed  for  the  Proprietors  by  The  VioTORrA  HoirsK  Printing  Co..  Ltd.,  Victoria  House,  Tcdor  Street,  E.O.,  and  Published  at  the  Offices.  Tudor  House,  Tudor  Street-,  E.C. 


